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To the moſt worthy my well belovedy "a da: 
| dear Relations in _- Lord, of the Cons: 
ſ gregational Churches , both Officers2 Mm d. 
” Members; whom1 humbly crave 0 Pacy 
tronize this ſmall and mean Treati |, 
whoſe ſake I chiefly formed it, 24d þ 
| whoſe benefit I now preſent it g. Fl i 


whomlT can do no leſs but wiſhall mas eaſe t : 
of Grace, and fulneſs of Peace z and a8 
further Duty and Obligation, to pray 
hs intercede for your PerteFion, |»? 


$2, My Beloved and Chriſtian Friends, 1c; "A 
F; T wx the holy Scriptures commintatis ', , 
A | it's | writtes for every Mans 19] ; 
| , and as there is a myſtery of Godlineſs a} 
ſo there ts a myſtery of "Sin and Iniquity,a? os in 
are Mines of Heavenly Treaſare, ſothere art A Aid 
;.. als of Tin and Clay: Now Mano 

- darkneſs inthe depth of Inpicty, aud ophtrBuftems 
' Goring in the Earth for Clay 4 hot ; peek | 
#.* hitherto diſcovered the Celeftial gina :d4en * 2) "£ 
(4  #iee, wor found out the Spiritudt 
ies which precious thing T7 > 
{6 4 Gods " Spirit 4 M148 vroup ro 
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by Divine light a Man muſt come to diſcern ever- 
E lafting Mines and Myſteries, and by the eternal 
” Spirit , which ſearcheth the hidden aud woſt (ecres | 
* things; And as theſe are not Matters of Indifferency 
| or Temporary , ſo they are to be ſought with more 
than erdinary diligence and induftry ; and for onr 


* make uſe of the helps of Divine Inſpiration. 1 can 
* do noleſſe but call upon all Chriſtian Profeſſors ts be- 
rake themſelves to the Canonical Books of the holy 
= Scriptures; For among all other Benefits and Bene= 
 difzens , we are to bleſs God for thoſe holy Writings; 
\ for -they are the beſt helps , that are helps in the beſt 
things, And as a Mapp direfts both to Town and 
 Conntry , ſo doth holy writ diſcover the Borders and 
E* Treaſures of the Heavenly and Holy City , indeed 
they are like a light to onr feet, and a lanthorn to our _ 
|. paths, to guide 5 aright in all Gods pure and holy ' 


- invaluable Riches, far better to the Saints thaw 
b' Pearls and fewels; for they are more than a Libra- 


fon,” and like a Spiritual Armorie for Manition, 
| where 2s to be found all manner of heavenly. Food 
L for Nutriment , and all kinae of holy Garments for 
"I Ornawent ,. I may ſay , tes like an Apotheries ſhop 
- - for Receipts and Remedies , (even the moſt ſoutraigu 
i helps againſt all in troubles and diſeaſes, ſuch Mine- 
bras will make Potions for Soul-pck Patients, Which... 


/ 
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o 


LE 


” better guidance , and mere ſure diretion, we muſt | 
{ 
' 


|. wayes, and to the finding out of the moſt choyce and | 


Fry fd Inſtruftion , likea Store-houſe for Soul-provi-  \ 
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' prove effeftual Means and. powerfull Remedies to © 


1C pL Ic LIEMCICAaTAOrFY.. [FOR 
Wo 
bring skilfully compounded, and carefen DC ofied a may” : 


expel and drive away .moſt dangerous Diftempers. E 
From hence Chrift#ans may be direted andprovided 
with Skill and right 7udgement , and pyincipled and 
furniſhed with Rules for all Order » Diſcipline and -. | 


| 
| 
| 


' tures in Reſolution, as once was ſaid im anſwer 10. 
. Circumciſion, T bat they are profitable every ways, 


ct 


. ſome light in his conrſe : $o ought every Chriſtian 1 


a 


' 7 have now an Occaſion as well as a Patrern'ts 


©. \-<rpni who ſee any thing worth hn «cop Fro _ 
n p- | 


Government , Whether it be Within the Dominion of +: 
Congregational, Perſonal, or Family 7 ariſdiftion.” 2 
Beſides this, a Man may colleft avd farm an Ev 
dence in order to the claiming an Intereſt to the ever= 
Laſting Inheritance. To be be ſhort, here u all vatie= 4 
ty of Soul-concernment and Contentment towards the 3 
| fitting a Mans ſelf , clearing his Aſſurance for his © 
, Eternal Preferment; wwe may ſay of the Holy Scrip= © 


even to ſuch as order their Lives according to them, « ad 
have both the promiſe of this life, and that which is =; 
ro come. Now as the Sun goes his cour(e, and gives. 
tight in his place , und every Star in his order giuts, |: 


to be a lipht in hu day, With reſpefþ to.order and. 
place, and as a oe a of the Myſtical Ini old 3 
caſt a Mite into the Publick Treaſurie ; and as" 3 

of the unworthy Succeſſors of our antiem Fathers," 
who ſent their Epiſtles to the Believing C Harte, 


foe ſme s Coil, Cope,» og 1 ; 
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' wherein they may ſee themſelves concermed in Conſci- 
| ence, and ingaged in Duties bo conform thereunto, 
bs according to Scriptare-obligations : - Now becauſe a 
” Paper-direftion may be received, where 4 ans 
t Perſon Will be refuſed , and a Matter printed may 
= be imbraced , where a Sermon cannot be preached; 
and becanſe the greateſt things have the (malleſs be- 
F. ginnings, and the Lord hath ordained ftreugth out 
of the mouth of Babes and Sucklings , are moving 
. Cauſes of my entering apon this work; and ſs Tcom- 
F mit this [mall Labour to be pernſed and proved con- 
| . ſonant to the prime Rules of Chriſtianity , andthe 
| pre Principles of Charity , aud ſo te receive #ts ap* 
 - probatign or correfiiow. Now sf this little Mite be 
1 by any accepted and imbraced , if any by it be in+ 
 Brutted and profited, the Author hath his End, and 
* » wall recompenoedrand ſatisfied, © 

i." Brethren, Thr 1 the firſt of my looking towards 
F - the Preſs , I hope 1 ſhall have aw Allowance from you 
more or leſs, where Thave failed in Method or Cir- 
*” . camftance I hope you Will blot it ont of your Re« 
” membrance. | 
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"- that may deſerve the place of Connſel or Diveftion.,” 
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_ careof eyery Goſpell: profeſſor ; ;..and in or 
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Preface , or | Premonition?? 


eknted to therReader,; ſerious? 
Conſideration or Meditation, 


""_ Courteous, aud IMpartial Reader 

S the worth and loſs of Heaven can ne! 

ther be imagined or valyed,ſo the drea Fa 

full and perpecyuall torments of Hell can .neks 
ther be meaſured nor reported : To Fed 

obtaining of the one, and to endeavour x ol 

cape the other, is the great rask and pee 


to theſe things, asit is the Chriſtian mans 1 bt 
dome to ask counſell of God and his holy w wrk 

tings, 7o*tisalſo his diſcretion ||, Z 
to have an eye to his preſent 1 Chron 3% 
diſpenſations, We have lived. 
to be eye and ear-witneſſes to bear: | 
Gods eminent hand, both in reſne 
A 4 
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Pre aces 


” hjth been famouſly and affeQtionately diſcover- 
| cd, by the ſoul-proviſions he hath made for us, 
[ and his princely reſpeRt hath been eminently 
F demonſtrated, by the co:iftant proteRtion and 
| ſpeciall ſecuricy he hath given us; who hath al- 
| fo atrended and alarmed us by loud calls, by 
| bagay inſtruments., miraculqus mercies, and 
| adhoniſhed us by fearful apparitions, parti- 
| cular: accidents, and dreadfult judgements, all 
! [-doub: leis £9.-provoke. to, duiy., and that we 
{1nisht have a childs part in the preſent mercy, 
{ to efcape the preſent ſeverity, to avoid the fu- 
tore miſcry, .and to preſerve and conduR usto 
[the haven of Eternity. The Lords princely fa- 
yoors and ads of indempnity and compaſſion, 


+ Hie#rear patience, long-ſuffering, and forbzar- 
Face of ns, yet preſerving our priviledges, en- 
ping out hbefiles, augmenting our graces, 


their lives,” to remember how eminently they 
ave been preſerved from the ſword, peſti- 
ence, and.,as brands pulled out of the fire. It 
becomes us as obedient Children, and con- 
eerns us a3 loyall SubjeRs, to give ear and hum- 
bly fubwit to the Lords voice, whether by mer- 
3 or chreatnings, warning or correRions; 
Chriſtian 


| ments and mercies, 14844 his facherly care 


ive been marvelcuſly commended to us, in 


\« ni that while others have fallen by calamities, | 
ay have not 'many cauſe, the whole term of - 


The Preface. | 
Chriſtian Reader, we are admoniſhed; by this 
diſpenſation, to hear the rod [CER 
of correction, and to conſider Amos 3. G6. 
who appoints it; Is there any || + 7 
evilin a City,- and the Lord hath nor done it; 
'c1s more than prophefied, for many*+have al- 
teady both known and felt what itis for a jea« 
| lous God, ro come down out of his place, and 
d. to ſhew his angry face in his hor diſpleaſure't 
| For proof, let the Citizens eſpecially remem-' 
| ber, who live in the Metropolitan City, whom' * 
I might call co witneſs if need did require, to Ir 


reli their experience of Gods late Method 1n; Þ.7 
the peſtilence and fire; and if we needed any' * 3 
further teſtimony, to ask the Sea-men concer=+ 
ning the ſwoxd deyouring in the Sea, It doth? 

therefore properly and more than ordinarily? > 
concern every Chriſtian, to be ſtri& in attenti®? = 
on, and ſpeedy jn obſervation, and ſludy- to' 3 
learn what the Lord ſpeaks to us in this preſent 
diſpenſation, before the Lord pour out there". 
mainder of his wrath upon the children of men.”'.- "3 
For among whom is there ſuch a reformationy*-” 2? 
that mighr give us juſt ground to believe, the* 2 
righreous God will tay his hand of deſtroying,” »4 4 
only be is long-ſuffering, ſurely to ſee whatule '*:2 
will be made of the laſt Viſitations/ J#E'v$; -- ;; 
therefore ſtudy the point and ſlate the queſlzon, . © 2 
* What ſutable ſacrihce we ſhould prepare-ot 


£ 


Ne Freface. 


as fruit in its ſeaſon from us, and acceptably 
received and reſented by him; for certainly 


Our treſpaſſes are. aggravated, by not improv- 


ing our mercies we have enjoyed. 
' _ Doubtleſs the abuſe of mercies is the door 
thar-lets in all our miſeries ; There is therefore 
nothing more incumbent upon us, than thank- 
fully ro improve. our bleſſings, and remove far 
from us that which procures Gods diſpleaſures, 
and to prize qur unexpe&ed and undeſerved fa. 
Yours and freedomes, and ſenſibly to acknow- 
ledge our precious immunities and benefits in 
the uſe of them, that we may never know their 
price and loſs in the want of them, for fins 
commited againſt benefics received, and thatin 
the midſt of cahamities, which for ſeaſon and 
cixcumſtance are no leſs than miracles and won- 
ders, which being not prized thankfully, we 
may exped ſeverity to take place in the room 
of mercy. For truly ſuch have been the emi- 
=. neatappearances of God, the nature, number, 
- and meaſure of our priviledges, who hath by 

- hismoſt admirable and remarkable aRs of pow- 


and preſent to the God of Heaven, that might | 


er, and his more inviſible and ſecret way of 


. Providence, defended and ſecured his poor he- 


Titage, not only when the multitude have ſtood | 
for us, but ſince they have turned their force \ | 


ag3in(t us : $0 that he that tarned aſide as 10- 


. ſes, qu 
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- ſumed 3 ingratitude for ſuch experiences withe _. 


' the Lordin wrath and fury. For the Lord h 


dents; and complain of bad ties and yet pots 


, , ” -— S ”/ F.. 


ſes, may ſeea oreath ſehr ro be admired, to o feat 
as it were the Buſh to burn, and yet not Con-. 


eut doubt will return in great ſeverities, |Let. 
us therefore conſult our knowledge, and re 
colle& our memories, caſt up accounts, 'ren- ' 
der unto the Lord his due, in returnin = 3 
and chearfully acknowledge our debts,” and ©; 
ſpeedily pay our vows, that we may be corned 
worthy to be the Lords Tenants, that wemay.. 
{till bold our benefits, and poſlaſs our privi-. 
ledges. : 

Forifi in theſe things Chriſtians are forind i in 
negleAs and ſecurity, they may expeRt Ed : 


made our famous City, the beauty and #lory © c | 1 
our Nation, to be as a Beacon to alarm the 4 
Countrey , and to give them warning : He 
might have made us preſidents of warns 10g 
others, but *cis our priviledge to make of 


examples of warning tous, Let ERS 
ſome who cry out of certain perſons, 1a 

the cauſe of all theſe things trom them] an, 
not pondering nor relortY upon. them 
that *cis our deſerts , erye # 
There 1s no ſort or ſe © of men me. 


God hath ſpared in this ſad Vit 
Whieb't is the people that are to be 66 
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- the reformation, Now that our mercy may 
; Not be curned into miſeries, and our chaſtiſc- 
mentsinto judgements, Reader, letit be the 
*  nextqueſtion, what the Lord requires in duty 
'* tobedone, the reſolution may be caken our of 


the Prophet, the fumme of 
which dury conſiſts in juſtice, 
| mercy, and humilicy ; for this is to bear the 
; rod, roo juſtly, to love mercy, and co walk 
- . Inrmbly with God : For indeed this 1s the work 
of our diy, and theſe are the weightier matters 


Ac. 6. 9. 


ment and true diſci ipline is a prime part of Re- 
E 290m, ſo *cis a proper work to purge Chriſts 
- Congregntion z and becauſe our holy God 
”. hath: a quick and ftri& eye upon his own peoe 
| pl. and his jealoufic is hotteſt above che Altar, 
- Ark, and , Sanduary, ' witneſs the ſeverity of 
his juſtife upon MNadad, and 
eAbihn, Corah, Uzzah, and 
| Ely. Alſo remember che ſtate 
> \ of the Church of -M ( orimthians, which may 
be a Mapp and glaſs for Chrt> 
ſtians 1 theſe lace times,where- 
in we may diſcover our miſde- 
N -*meanours, the nature of our calamities, and a 
E | "imerhod for our remedies, who ſuffered becauſe 


 Tev.r0, 2+ 


EN 16.32. 


preſumed 


that ſhort Breviate of Micah 


of Gods Law ; and as Eccleſi aincall Govern- 


eve Church was no: purged, and becauſe they . 
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The Preface. 


: preſumed to be Communicants at the Lord; Ta- S 
| ble, and did nor diſcern the Lords Body, bus + 


1 came unworthily, and kept their Communi- 


<A ENS Et 2 es, 


B " MIS 
XI Le OO. 


on them , weakneſs, 


{ onsirreverently and diſorderly, inſomuch (for - 1 
this cauſe) the Lord inflis up- ; 


ſickneſs, 1 Ceri 30. 


and mortality. So that it firſt 


and moſt concerns the 


foot chis materiall duty, even the exerciſe of 
juliice, mercy, and bumilicy, and impartially 
co judge our ſelves, that we may not be judged 


of the Lord, nor con 
bur haſten ro put judge 


cicanſe our Camps , purge our Tabernacles; 


Church of God to ſeta- * E 


demned wub the world, 
ment 1nto EXCCuL1on, ro 


and Churches, boih from our own-and other 


mens ſins, boih Nationall, Congregationalh 4 
l crimes, for true Gys -/ 


Family, and Perſonal 


vernment hath this commendation, by its exe» 


cuiton it orders, purge 
Congregation : Thusr 


an, fervently co ſerve the Lord, applying 


ſelves tothe time and 


Chriſtian Reader, the 


only admoniſhed us to do our duty, but > al... 
giver'us a method by his lace example, fo. t-. 
1. Hecounſells angie 
Rruds1 by many inſtruments, much tendery 


ceed againſt Iniquity, 


and ofc entreaties. 2. 


waicto be gracious, and that with long. fi 


s, and eſtabliſhes Chriſty 
ns the duty of a Chriſti 
chem- 
aca And further + 
righceous God hath net 


He doth admoni 
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ing, and much patience, 3. He warns, alarms 
by particular preſidents of his anger, fad acci- 
dents, and threatens by fearfull tighrs and ap- | 
paritions, 4. If yet they reform not, he | 
ſendsas we ſee his rod and ſword, and cuts off 
many perſons, and makes great deſolations. 
Thus ſaith 9ſiceh the Propher, The Lord hath 
ſhewed' thee O man what is good, which being | 
done with aneye to the preſenc condition, mighr | 
prove a ſoveraign means to prevent 6T remove | 
future cribulation. 

"Bur Chriſtian Reader, for my own part and 
pattern, I look at the example of the Apoſtle 
Paslto the Corrmbian-Congregation ; when 
he ſaw their diſorder and impiety, their affli- 
&. dion and calamity, he magnifies bis authority, 
# and diſcharses his duty, obſerving the Lords 
F own method; after counſel! and warning he 
* ems to threaten with his rod, and preſſes the 
Church co purge chemſelves, by puniſhing evil 
| dvers, andreforming their abuſes: And leit the 
Church ſhould queſtion their power and privi- 
#-., ledge intheexecution of judgement and juſtice, 
he convinces chem the Saints ſhall: judge the 
'F- wotldand Angels, much more then thoſe ſmal- 

*. Ter rriatters, and that they ſhould judge upon 
life and death, much more things chat pertain | 
' tothispreſent life. And that he mipghe pur ir. 
|<... dur-6f all diſputation, ke ſaith , ſer them co | 
a8 Judge 
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judge in the Church who are of the leaſt eſtinms -. 
cion ; and further he ſaith , *cis a ſhame for 
| {Chriſtians to go out of the Church to ry their 
| Cauſes; fo that] have both an occaſion and a 
r {pattern to wrice thus to Chriſts Congregation, 
That which is moſt called for 1s right diſcipline, 
and that thing isthe moſt of all wanting, by 
| which our Borders and Churches ſhould be_ 
| cleanſed of all defilements and pollutions.” 
1 Theſe things conſidered; 1. May beforceable 
| Arguments to induce Chriſtians to exerciſe 2 
| | more ſearchingdoQrine, and to executea more . 
, | ſevere diſcipline, and that in every place and + 
, | Congregation, 2. My obſervation of the Go-, 
ſpell-Churches : Some are careleſsin matters of + +7 
doaxine ; ſome faulty in caſes of converſation; # 
but more generally remiſs in the true order of 
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one ſo unworthy, and of ſo mean ability ; yet! N 
I would open a daor-to let ſome other in rod | 
"Ft 


view this SubjeR, even to lend their help to} 


ſapply my defeRs, and make ic more perfeR , | - 
even one thar hath faith in the honeſty of my in-{- 
tention, and to cover my failings by a charitas#- 
ble conſtruktion, AndſoIcommitr it to the uſe 

of Edification, and alſo preſent itfor the b:ne- .; 


fit of Chriſts Congregation, 
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a Setting forth 
{ TheGoſpel's Hoyanr, © 
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+ | - The-Churches Ornatuent 


"N all Nations;Provinces, and/in every 
© Society, there are two'principal Cay. « 
A. ſesof Peace and common Proſperity. . _ 
' where Superiours freely exerciſe right Go= 
: yvernment; and Tnferiours arCtruly ſubje&; 
* aid obedient ; Even when'Vertne and well= 


"#oers-are ſurably praiſed, and conſtantly 


© proteftedz and all Vite and evill-doers try=  - 7 
sfyreftrained, and duly gapifn : Whenthe - 
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2 The Goſpel's Hononr,and | 
"People are in'reall ſubmiffion'to Authority] . 
and the Rulers in humble-ſubmiſlion:to.cbg x 

Power of thofe Laws they ovghc co rule byJ .. 
Even'wherrGovernmentis proſecuted withd a: 
out knowing of Faces, and Juſtice executed. 
wichout regard to Cauſes,or reſpeas of Peri N 
ſons. And as the moſt High and Mighty _ 
dis3b ftds Creator,fo Govermneng «1 
. s bi& Roffall AR and Excdllent Creatfire {| | 
and for it's Eminency, *tis as antient as the F 
World for jAntiquity;; *;For/ when the Lord] 
had devided the Darkneſs from the Lighty il 
H- mgde. the"Sun 'co ryle by Day, ;and they. 
Moon 'by Nishr* So when the Moſt Graci4 h 
ous Lord hath called and devided the Chil. 
dren of Light from- the Children of this 
World.and Tranſlated themgut of the King 
dome of Datkniſle intottitKingdome of his; 
dear Son, and ſo they become his Spiritualfſ - 
Sybjeas,.:and., He their Immortal Te | 


. Thus am I-direRed into my .way, and 
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| call; 7 he Goſpe!'s H on0ur and, The Chu rches 


ot:his Matter, 1 will 0 


+, .'Meibodand Order. 
I FF -o6 ; i.To : 


 _ TeChnwbronnone— þ 
1; To ſhew the Anuquiry ang Dignity oi Wh. 


che Eecleſialical Government. -.. 

1 -::-2: . The, Definition ,, The ſeveral Parr 5 

thy ond particular Acts. ofit: _.-,, \ 
te} 3. The ſeveral Reaſons foric, zd great < 


er Neceflity of its; :'; 
Ay .|-4;;Declaring the Uſe) and. great Bene 
Int that comes by it... +, | 
ed + 5., Some Rules andre: Ps 8 how ti ra 
he Effet and Accompliſhir. of 

rd} |: 6. The true Qrder and right Manner of 
be] the Execution of it. | 
hej . +7. And Laſtly, Some Direttions'; pivens 
ci4 how to uphold and fu wpport it; 


uy; ic) 3s + 1 HRS 

ly I. fv he Firſt ; - | 

Is). 

alf - Touching the Antiquity and Dignity f | 

4Y | Eccleſiaſtical Governmint; | 

it 

- He Excellency, Antiquity. , "and Diz- J 

off & nity of all Power and Authority « _— 
y> ferred, upon the Goſpel-Church, deſcentls BE 


IE fromthe Chriſt. of God, who is the Original 
es Auchor, and from whom it receives it's prime, 
Honour.) We may ſay in this caſe as *cs "0 
by the Wiſe, Man, For what cas the, man i + 
\thet any after the King ? Even that ry" þ - 

wb7Þa B 2 ; 
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he grinds ro powder; and cruſhes his Adver- 


ces like Potrers veſſels; - who ated {6 emi 
"nencly for the Glory of the Creator, andfe 
happily for rhe happitieſſe ofthe Creature J 
that Diyine Fnftice might be compleatly/fa- 
tisfied, and Mercy towards man adviifably* 


5 Tiff rfl ont: 

hath brea Already dove, who now underthe 
New Teſtament is the only Law-giver, and 
chief: Eftablither of FEcclefiaſtical Govern- 
ment : all Power in Heaven and Earth is gi-| { 
ven him, and all Juſtice and Judgement'is} d 
committed to him, and all ſubordinate Pow» 
eris dertve@from bim, HisPerſondl'Excel-f| p 
lencies and. Princely Vertues are not to befj; 
tompared'bur admired; "Fhave not words! 
ro expreſſe his Royall Majeſty, and to ſet! 
forch his Excalent Glory : He is exalted far! 
above all Principalities,-and far ſurpafſeth| 
all NameSindDignities; for the God-Head a 
dwels in him bodily.,. and he is more than a 
worthy. of all Dary and Glory , His Lovef a 
unparalePd, his Wiſdome matchleſs, - bisfj Y 
Power boundteile, his Juſtice unqueſtiona-# xe 


ble, his Innocency admirable, his Treaſures} a 


ineſtimable; his Fidelity inexprefſable, Tma- 
»ael;GodWwith us, ind who'is Ewa red above, 
and criumphs over all his Enemies. he moſt 
High and Mighty Prince;upon whom hefals 


ſaries by tits Power, and breaks them-its pie 


advanced: 


advanced : He that thought irno Robberyto 


he be equal with God,hath freely humbled hims ; 
ad | felfta death, to drink of a biccer- Cup, and [7 
n- fro bear the Creatures burdens; _ Even he 
3i-f ſhall have the Government ppon bis ſhoyb» /. 

1s 3 ders, . If Vt 


w-j The Glory that attends him, fyrther ap- 
1-j pears by thoſe Excellent AppeBations. attrel Wir 
bell rea:to hin « Hix. Mae ſball be called the won« 
ds} derfull Connſeller, the 3:1ghry God. the ever- 
ety laftiing Father, the Prince of Peace, by mhans 
ar Prixces Rergu,qnd Judges decree Juſtice: who 
thy upbolds all chings by the word of his Power 

ad and.is able ro deſtroy all things an his wrat! 

inf and anger : He is:the great Judge of quick 
rej and dead, beth of this New. and the Qld 
1SE World ; and ſhall pronounce the ſalt and [2 
a-' ternal Sentence of the everlaſting Abſolutiox 

eSf and eternal Condemnation, and that Con- 
4-1 ſonanc to every mans known and ſecret aQi- 
ex on; wha bath oyercome the World and the 
{t] power of the Devill ; baving tlie vidory, 
Is keeps the Keys of Death and Hell ; who'is 
r-J all-ſufficient ta prate&t and ſecure ſuch = 
e- worſhip bim,and to reſtrainand deſtroy ſur 
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as fight againſt him, from Sea to Sea is [js 


of Daminion z the utmoſt parts of the Earthys 3 
of. Þjs poſſeſſion. - The abſolute Soverajgn 6f © 4 
IF all Nations, the Univerſal Governour over + +4 
ho. 3s 
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"EET A ADE AND0), Boa FRY 
all Perfors akU'< Countries” ke is the Alplis 
and Omega , all people are "commanded and 
bound to honour bim', "every knee {fall 
bow, arid every rogue confeſſe hits” His 
Lawsare Spiritual, Righreous and Mercifull 
all his. requirements are perfeR and ppre 
and all his promiſes are ſecurity, ed 
ſure. This is the Immortal King of Sathrs, 
who in his times will ſhew who iS the bleſſed 
and only Potengzate King of Kings, and Lord 


of Lords; I ſay he is the chiefeſt among] 


Ten Thouſands : Firſt, In reſpe& of Per- 
ſonal Beauty, for he is aſcogether lovely. 


Secondly, Irrreſpe& of Purity, without 'ei-] 
ther blemifhor ſpor of Iniquity. Thirdly! 
1n reſpeR 6f Charicy, caſting bis love upon] 


a1oſt World found in Impuriry. Fourthly, 
In reſpe&of Policy, who knows the moſt ſe- 


cret Conſpiracy : and catcheth the wiſe 1 in| 


their own'ſubtiley; Fifthly, In reſpe& of 
Propriety,, who makes many Poor Rick our 
'of his full Treaſury. *Sixthly, In reſpe& of 
'Soveraignty; who in the molt eminentdan- 
.Bers can hide and keep ſecutely. Seventh- 

In reſpe&. of Perpetuiry, who can be- 
Row Rewilids of never ending Glory. The 
[ſame is head over all chings to his Church, 
-and Lord over all: to the* Conſcience. We 
muſt” alt appear before him , be judged 


by 


wt ea A oy © WW a a EO i a. 1» ma ©: Gas wwd VAAq MA to fas mo 6A twai A of 3» oy wo nam foul} A way 


rd] Iniquity. is out of mans view to take notice, 
"Sf and out of the reach of mortal man to py-/ 
-r-f| niſh. The Lord only can reward with ever .. 
y.f laſting Preferment, and none but he can in 
1-4 fli& erernal puniſhment. This ;is the Saints 
y.} greatPropher, High Prieſt and Eternal King? © / 
5nf who hath of his qwn ſree will and donation 


|| gives life and grace,and none bur he can take! 
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by him,and every one myſt give an account =» 
of himſelf.ro. him.; he only can preſcribe*. 
Rules for the Soul and Conſcience; whbs 


it away.; who keeps the keys of theſe privis' 
ties, and opens and 8d man ſhuts, and ſhuts' 
and.no man opens,,. He only knowsthe in- 
ward affeQions, Foomiſlions and ſubmiſfi- 
ons of the heart to, bis Requiremenis,Heart- 


bequeathed a ſubordinate power to his Pegs 
ple and Congregation , committing to them 
a Steat truſt, and. conferring upon, thema 
great, honour , ſaying, Phatſoever ye bind. 
on Earth (hall be bound in Heaven, and what» 
ſoever ya loeſe on Earth ſhall be looſed in Hea-. 
ven; Whoſe ſins ye remit ſhall be remitted, an 
whoſe ſins ye retain ſhall be retained : and as 
a further Demonſtration of dignifying 
them, he hath been pleaſed to impart ſome 
of. bis Communicable Titles to them , and 
chat they of his Elderſhip ( in his abſence } 
ſhould ſerve under him, and a&tor him, in ® 


= s BUTTS Fry a 
Se ep Swobe © & ot wy he aq | 
the Offices of Prophet, Prieſt and Kinp',, in 
afar inferiour-and ſubordinate ſence and low | 
degprs z acting by his Authority, and yet | 

able reſpe& ind great hamtity | 


with an humble kX dfic 
in his ſervice; who ought to 


e bhonourabl Y i 


attended with all holy abedience,in allham- | 


blencſs, and with all dye Reverence'and' | 


Thankfulneſſe : Repreſehting his Perfon ; 
AQing all in, bis Name\by vertte of the Pow- 


Er and © Commiſſion commircted ro! rhem. 


Thos he lends ther his Names, ſets them in 
his Room, gives them the keys of the King- 


dome, puts bis Image upon them, and harh | 
_ commicted the charge of hisPeople, the care | 


of his Laws, and'the exerciſe of Goyern- 
ment to-them. zand when the laſt day Fudge- 
ment ſhall be caſled, the Saints ſhall be-re- 
turned as Jurors, upon Life and Death , to 


FOE judge the World. And as Prayer and Preach- 


ing holds forth his Prophetical and Prieſtly 
Office, ſo right Government holds forth his 
Princely Office and Dignity cf his Place. | 


2. Trae 
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t | 2. TrarCharch Government defined, angubs © 
Y |! ſeveral Parts and particular Alts 
Y artinguifped. v1 


d Ow right Church Government ola f. 
E the Power of Chriſt, according to the. / 7 
= | Rules of the New Teſtament, inflicts nes bo- 
7. | dily puniſhment; bur isa juſt exerciſing. and - 
n | due executing of all his Righteous and Spi- 
- | ritual] Laws in being, conſonant to his 
h | Council and direQion given, without knows * 
e | inp Intereſt,delay of Juftice, reſpe&t to per 
- | ſons,wreſting Cauſes either for favor or 
;- | judice to any degree of perſons, for we baye: - 
- | bur one Law for the ſame Offence, : = 
d | knows no face, novregards no Circumſtanee, 
- | 2. Church Government conſifts of theſs .- 
7 | ſeveral parts, #:zz. Governours, Inferiourk, - 
s | Laws, and Execution, Or thus, A Peep - 
rruly called, and rightly oathercd, Officets , 1 
ficty qualifi 4, and orderly Ordained ;Ebriſt's 
Laws exactly minded, 'and carefully. preſer- 3 4 
ved, every man's Cauſe timely heard, and _ 
Juſtice duly executed. The true cooſttntion” | 
* | and right governing of Chriſt's Congregath: 
on may be further inlarged and dewoapſheq. 
red thus : : 1, Where the Peopleare S 3 


conv 


— 
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converted, 2, Where they are legally and 
wholly ſeparated. 3. Who for Truths ſake 
ſaffer, if perſecuted. 4. Where the Word 
1s cruly preached. 5. Where the Peopleare 
truly formed, and Duties orderly obſerved. 
6. Where the Ordinances and Sacraments 
are purely adminifired. 7, And true Diſcie 
plineduly ordered, 

3. The more particular Acts of Eccleſiaſtical 


Goverament,accordins to the Primitive pat- 


tern, and Cbriſt*s appointment, is, That the 
Miniſter or Governour is ingagedand ſtands 
obliged to watch over each Member in love , 
duely-infiructing them, going before them , 


| (>/ praying for them, to be an example ro them, 


in Word,in Converſation,in Charity,in Spi- 
rit,in'Faith & Purity, To teach the Ignorant, 
to ſtrengthen the Weak, to comfort the Fee- 
ble minded, ſuccour the Tempted, incourage 
the Faint-hearted, reftore.the Fallen, admo- 
niſh the Negligent, viſit the Sick, defend 
them from Deceivers, ſeek up the Wande- 
rers andStrayers, reprove'idle and buſie bo- 
dies, warn the Unruly, corre Tale-bearers 
and Back-biters, ſharply reproye Diſturbers 
and Diviſion-makers, ppenly rebuke publick 
Offenders, imbrace penitent Perſons, reject 
Hereticks, exclude Contemners and obſtinate 
Perſons, abſolye the truly humbled Treſ pal- 
os « ſors, 
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ſors, hear the Cauſes of Complainers, exa- 
mine Witneſles, hear the defence of the'De- 
fendants, reſpeRing the Poor mans Cauſe as 
well as the Rich, admoniſhing with compaſ- 
ion, re-admoniſhing and. reproving with 
Long-ſuffering and DoQtrine, waiting with 
patience the reſtoring offenders. Not .to 
keep company, butrefnſe toaſſociate with 
ſuch perſons which are Excommunicate, al- 
wayes obſerving the Tempers of Perſons , 
the nature of Offences, and ſeaſqnable times; 
ſome ſave with fear, and ſome with compalſ- 
fion, ſome with ſofrneſle, .and others with 
ſharpneſle ;' let all be done-in Juſtice and 


Charity, without demurs, delays, or partia» 


lity , ler all be done freely: and in order, 
without exerciſing Lordſhip, or having re» 
ſpe to Lucre , but to addeto their perfor- 


mance of duty themſelves patterns of Or- 


der, Humility and Piety, ;-Thus I have 
ſhewed in part what that Ancient, Spirittal, 
Apoſtolical 'Government is: which; ||be- 
ins rightly: otdered, and truely | execu'ed, 
-will anſwer to my firſt Intent, and ame ane 
tO the aforeſaid Account; exen:to bold fygrrh 
Chriſt's Glory, the GoſpePs Honour, andthe 


_—_— 
7 


% 


A Pet. 2. 9. 


\ a =" "7 


3. The Reaſons for, and neceſſity of 
Church Governors and Go- 
| Dernments. 


7. TD Ecauſe Chriſt's Congregation is 2 

' LD Spiritual Common-wealth, and 
holy Nation , where Spiricaal Traffique is 
free, where Gifts, Graces, 
and Priviledges are com- 
mon. Ic conſiſts of Spiritual 
Fathers, Children, Young 
men, and ſtrong men, and hath many Cir 
ties, much Treaſures, and many Enemies, 
Now Order and Government is the ſtrength 
of a Nation, and as walls to a City, to pre- 
ferve heavenly Treaſure from the Spiritual 
Enemy : .all which beſptak the need the 
Church hath of Officers and Governors; for 
indeed what is a Charch, Family, or Nation, 
without Government, but diſorder and con- 


Zpbeſ . 2. 12, 


fufion. If the glorious Sun ſhould retire his 


light, and ſtay his courſe; and the Moon and 


Stars forbear' their ſhining in: the way of ; 
'eheir Circuit andplace, which che Lord hath 


appointed Rulers over day and-nighr, Times 
and Seaſons, Light and Darkneſſe would 


orderly 
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Fall together ; then all would be ina difſ- 
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! orderly confuſed mixture, So in trath 
7 take away, Governours. and Government 
' from the Charch of Chriſt, and ye take a» _ 
' way the Prop and Pillar of this Spiritual Stru- 
7 Rureand lay afide it's Inftrumencal Defence 
/ and Security , and ſo lay it.open to be taken 
' andcarried Captive by the Spiritual Adver. 
ſary. In all which appears the Reaſon and 
Neceſlity. : 3 be | 
' +. 2, Tae Church of Chriſt is an Ecccleſia 
Rical Court, or Spiritual Chancery, where 
all proceedingsare to be Con. 
Pſal. 65.4. fonant to the prime Rules of 
Pſal, 84.2, Juice, and pure Principles of 
and 10. Equity and Charity : where 
all offences and injuries cam- 
mitted, and all Offices,and Duties negleQed 
are to be examined and determined, accor= 
ding to that ancient Law, Of dowg as mar 
world be done by, Now how can Mattersin 
a Court be Regulated and Executed without | 
Orders and Officers : Therefore our Sove- 
raign Lord hath Commiſffionated his Mini- 
ers to be as Judgers and Stewards, impow-. 
ered by-bim, ro AR for bim in his ſtead |and 
abſence, to hold forth the Majeſty of his 
Preſence, by Perſonacing him,Repreſenting 
; his Authority, and holding forth bis Glory, 
.1n reſpe& of Dignity, Mercy, Purity..and 
. Severity , 


3% Yb" pel's Hon, ain 


Severity, preciſely ro look to his/Rights and } | 
Priviledges, Dues and Duties, and to infli& ? 


due puniſhments upon all Offenders, and 2- 


gainſt all Offences; To have an'eye to his 


Spiritual Rolls, and Holy Writings; and in 


the exerciſe of Government, to produce 


Commiffions from the Lord ,and pive ſome 
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charge, according as Gods Spirit hath given : 
charge in the Word : and ſo all] things to be ; 


done juſtly without partialiry, 
3- Chriſt's Church is a Church Milicanf, 
and muſt manage a Warfare with the Prince 
of this World, the Old Serpent, 


1 Tim, 1. who isthe moſt grand Politician, 
I8. and cruel! Enemy ; whoſe de- 
Epheſ,6, ſign is chiefly againſt the Spiritu- 
þ Iz13- al Generation, and Holy City, 


who joyns fn league with the 


world, the luſts of the fleſh, and all wicked 


Inſtruments, & is furniſhed with hery darts, 


'ftrong ſnares, ſubtill wiles, and ſecrer policy, 


to invade the borders; and betray the ſouls 


of fuch as profeſſe Chriſtianity, indeavou- 


rings to divide them from the Armour and 
Weapons of the Wotd, and to diſarm them 
of their defence by the ſpiritual ſword, 


ſortetimes in fury torming che Caſtle of our i 
bodies,to rob us of the Treaſure of our'ſouls: }_ 

even to ſteal away our ſpiricual .Eyidence, | . 
| tf | 
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' to deprive us of our everlaſting Inheritance, 


1s not here Reaſon enough to ſhew the ne- 
ceflity of being provided with all Spirirnall 
Artillery, and to exerciſe all Chriſtian pa 
cy to put our ſelves into beſt Poſtuies, 


' and holy Orders; furniſhed with all Offi- 


cers,and the exaceſt Diſcipline and Formali- 
ty, with courage and conſtancy to maintain 
the cauſe of Religion and Piety, with 'dili= 
gence and ſobriety, and with great wat he 


 fulneſle and fidelity, 


4. The Church of Godis fitly compared 
to a Vineyard, which is to be 
ſeparated from other Sround, Mat. 206 x. 
which is to be choiſely Plan= 1 Cor. 9.7. 
ted, timely Watered, duly 


Pruned, and well Fenced, Now Chriſt's 
i Miniſters are Planters, Waterers and Pru- .. 
| *ners; and Government iS asthe Fence. to 
'the Churches, It's good to ſee the Vine 


when it flour:ſhes ; bur leritalone, and in a 


© * ſhort time it will ruine it ſelf by ſuperfluous 


Branches:Even ſo for want of Spiritual Vine- 


: . dreſſers, Decays and Ruines ſuddenly be- 
? fall flouriſhing Churches. The Lord hath 


therefore appointed Labourers in his Vine= 


: yard,to drefſ- it and ſecure it, This fimili- 


rude” teacheth us,that things will ſoon bear 
a loſs in Chriſ;'s $ Vineyard, unleſs there be. 
ſome 


% 


Yona Doteracer co er lee i ir, order and 


Prelerveic , which ſhewes the Reaſon for . 


At, and Necellicy of it. 


Ti 


an 


'g: The People of God are.compared to a | q 1 
Flock of Sheep,and Lambs; and wicked men | 
ro Foxes,and devouring Wolves. | 
Afts 20. Now Chriſtians are too much like 6 
28, 39. ſheep, in reſ pet of careleſs feed- 5 
Fob. 21. ing, and without fear of devau- b | 
15-16, ring ; ſheep will feed in ſuch | 

unwholſome Paſtures withont 7 
Suides, that inſtead of feeding, they infe& © 


themſelves, to the loſs of their lives; be- } c 


fides where there is no Shepheard to lead © 
and defend them, then comes the Wolves ®© 
ahd' Foxes and ſcatters and worries them, 
We.may ſay by ſad experience we have | 
known the ſame among Chriſtians:all which. * 
' Conditions and Expreſlions manifeſt clearly * 
_ there is a Neceſlicy of Paſtors and Shepherds 1 

1n Chriſt's Congregation, -to watch oyer 7 
chem, feed them, govern them, and defend } 
chem from all ſuch deſtruQtive Creatures as | 


ſeek to devour them. 


6. Becauſe the Saints are ficly compared 4 
ro Merchant-men, and the Voyage of Chri- 5 
ſtianiry ro a Ship paſſing ; 

Hat. 13.45. through the Sea, their Traf- } 


fick and Merchandice i is the 
Treafures 
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| Treaſures of DT Gifts 
'| and Graces; Themſelves ate 1 Tim x 
7 like Merchant-Venturers; the 19; 
7 Wicked like the troubled-Sea ; * Iſai Sh, ; 
# the Saints hope, an Anchor 20; 
7 the broken in Faith, to Ship» ON, 
* wrack, Now how ſhould the Ships be hs ; 
q dedin the Seas without Pilats and Goverx- . 
! nors, becauſe of the force of Storms and 
; | Tempe the violence of the Waves, and :: 
4 ! roughneſſe of the jWaters, and the great *. 
- difficulty of getting to Harbours. Now a- 
; g00d Miniſter and Governour is like a $kil- 
= full Pilot, that takes the ſhorteſt andfafeſt - 
* Courſe, 'who foreſees Dangers, and ſo or- 
#: ders his Afairs, that Rocks may be avoided, | 
2 and Shipwrack prevented , all Pirats defea- 
| red, and the Ship and her Treaſure ſecured. 
* This alſo adds and confirms, that the weigh- 
ty Concerns of a Church, had need to be 
2 well-Manned, and to have skilfull men aÞ- * 
} pointed, and to haveall things yell ordered 
E and governed, having all means of ſafety. 
! that can be had, and all Inſtrumental helps 
I that may be afforded. 
3 +: That a Congregation of Chriſtians Fe 
4 may be compared to ſo many | 
9 Patients, who are always liable Fer, 8. 21, 
K ſpiricual diſeaſes , og D& 23, 


taken + 


baken Ky Nt er ao na? tofal into 
. divers Temptations, & ſometimes | 
Heb.12, into deſperate Conſumptive diſea- | 
12, 13» ſes, either Luke-warmneſſe, Cold. | 
4 nefs,Remiſneſs, Unfruitfulneſs .or þ 
unthankfulneſs, and the like, and are alſo 
ſubje& to be infe&ed with the Contagious | 


Plapue of ſin, and to be corrupted with the | P 

| leavenof unſound Doctrine, Now Chriſt's * Mi 
Miniſters are or ought to be like good Phy- ! .H 
ſitians, Firſt to know the Nature of the Pa» } w 
tient's 'diftemper, then ſort and prepare the 1: 
Medicines, and ſo apply the means, withre- | E 
ſpeR to the Tempers, Capacities, and Con- | m 
ditions of the Patients; and to give ſutable | fe 
Receits for all Diſcaſes, for preventing, cu- | pe 
ring z_ to give Potions and Cordials for Pur- 4 m 
ging,Preſerving and Comforting themzand } fo 
for want of Skilfulneſs and Faithfulneſſe in } br 
Sou]-Phyiicians,ſo many poor Chriſtian Pati- | bi 


.ents fall into dangerous Relapſes and ſpiris | bi: 
ruall Conſuwptiogsz and for want of good } G 
Diſcpline. and a Govyernours, ſo ma- | Gi 
ny Societies run intoſuch ſad Diviſions and } G 
Sreat Diſorders, ThusT have offered theſe } 1: 
ſeyeral particularsin Argument, to manifeſt || mi 
the Reaſons for,and the Oy of Church | 

Govexznment, ſo 
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4. T he good uſe and great benefit that 
; comes by Right Government. 


17. FT is or ought co be the Firſt and 
Prime Deſign of every Chriſtian 
Profeſfor to contrive and con- = 
ſult the adyancement of Chriſts ' Mat.6., 33. 
Honour ,, which way, and by Ce/, x. 18. 
what means they may beſt and 
| Moſt exaltthe Dignity, and hold forth the 
| Excellency of his Name,and by what Inſtru- 
| mental .helps they may- Principally Repre= 
' fenr his Princely Fame, in other Duties we 
| performto him ; but in Matters of Govern- | 
ment and Diſcipline, we more properly At 
for him, Repreſent him, and help him, and 
bring home the moſt Praiſe and Glory two | 
bim. For we can in nothing more promote 
his Honour, then in the true execution of 
Government among ſuch as profeſſe the 
Goſpel!. It returns the Lord increaſe of 
Glory, and renders him his own with Uſury. 
3 Ir encourages and praiſes Well-doers to be 
| more Zealous and Fruicfull in; their Actual 
| Obedience, and it puniſhes Evill-doers : and 
{0 the Lord reaps the Honour of his Juſtice ; 
and by this way and means the Lord will 
Ks C2 recelve. 
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receive his Honour from all Perſons, Aqu- 
ally by the godly Profeſſor, and Paſlively by 
evill' Tranſgreſſor, And this is to rule for 
God , being always conſonant to the Rule 
and Circumſtance of his Word, 

2:AS the true Exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernment is Chriſt's advancement; ſo *tis T he 


Goſpels Hononr,@& the (hurches Þ 


Tit. 2.1 Os Ornvameint, It requires 311 Per. 
1 Pet. 3. ſons to their duties in their ſe- 
435+ veral and reſpeQive places,and 
admoniſhes all Chriſtians to a more Order. 


ly, Reverent, and Serious Deportment in | 


Gods holy Worſhip and Service, I ſets all 
things in their right places,and puts all things 
to their proper uſes, to be done Decently 
and in Order, according to the true manner 


and dire& Methods of Matter, Form and. 


Circumſtance required in Gods Service: and 
things thus performed in Chriſts Congrega- 
tion, promotes the Truths Credit, and the 
Believers Reputation, and having their 
own true form, they carry a Beauty with 


| them : and like the order in So/omeyr's Houſe, þ 


' It will invite ſtrangers to ſee it, and affeR 
ſuch as behold ir. One Argument is, why 
.many inquiring ſouls ſtand off at ſuch diſtan- 
ces, Becauſe they ſee no affeRing beauty in 
Chiiſts Churches, 


\ 3» As 


_The Churches ornamont, aux © 
I, As Right Government caſts out Dif- 
orders and diſorderly walkers, ſo | 
ic rejoyceth godly Profeſſors , Cole. 5 
and preſerves Believers Rights 
and Priviledges, and miniſters juſt ground | 
of joy , more eſpecially to ſuch as labour in 
the Miniſtry, to bebold the peoples order 
- and fidelity, and as a grave and holy life 
credits the Chriſtian Profeſſion, ſo true Di- 
ſcipline honours the Goſpel-Do&rine; and 
the conſtant Exerciſe thereof is of ſuch'emi- 
nent tendency, that good people rejoyce 
when Juſt men are in Authority: 
For a Rulers Inſufficiency proves 
the Nocents Incouragement, and the Innos, 
| cents calamity, For .St. Paw! reckons him- 
ſelf Renowned in the Churches ſtedfaſt and 
orderly walkings; he rejoyces to beholditin 
' the Coloſſians, and takes occalion to comp - .44.% 
mend it,and to praiſe them for it,.and counts 
it 7 Joy, Honour, 'and Crown. — 
Ocder and Right Governing ſtands $7 
in tired oppoſition to zl| diſor- ME2 
' der and confuſion. *Tis like 1 Cor. 14, 
Light oppoſed to Darkneſle , : 33, 
Strength oppoſed ro Weakneſs, 
Beauty oppoſed to Deformity, Tr reforms 
Diſorders, and orders Duties, It exalts 
_y People, and eſtabliſhes Churches, .and * 
L C 9 "ſands 
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' ſtands as it were always furniſht and ready 
armed againſt the body of Sin andthe deeds 
of the Old man: even the deſtruQive enemy 
that would diſturb the Saints peace, and in- 
flave their ſouls in miſery : It's natural to 
 - ..- Juſticeto oppoſe and ſuppreſs 
x Cor. 5.7. Impiety : and *cis ir's proper 
 .*. .'., Wworkto praiſe Godlineſſe and 
diſperſe iniquity ; It cleanſes Tabernacles, 
it purges Congregations, preſerves Privi- 
ledges,removes Reproaches, it juſtifies the 
Innocent, it condemns the Guilty, it cor- 
recs the Offender, and puniſhes the Op- 
preſſor, relieves the Diſtreiſed,and ſets free 
the oppreſſed, and is a ſoveraign Remedy 
ro acquit our ſelyes of other mens Iniqui- 
ty. | 
5+. As the exerciſe of Government is de- 
.. - kxuRtive to iniquity and im- 
x Cor. 5, F; purity; ſoitisa Protection to 
 Godlineſle and Piety, It gives 
opportunity and liberty for the free exerciſe 
. of Gifts and Graces, and the improvement of 
ſpiritual Abilities, and main=- 
T Cor-14.31, tains a conkant Entercourlſe 
| _ of Heavenly Traffick & Com- 
1.Pet, 4, 70. merce within the Borders of 
their Dominion ; to the intent 
things may thrive and flouriſh within the 
WW -5.- Holy 


| 
| 


Holy Nation. . Government is a defence.to 
render Plants in Chriſts Congregation-'': It 
gives countenance and a guarding preſence 
to the Seeds and Roots of Grace-and Piety z 
and gives proteQtion to the increaſe of god-- 
lineſſe , and defence, and ſecurity to the 
growth of Chriſtianity, Therefore the Lord 
hatch honored his Miniſters with ſome of his 
own Appellations, that they ſhould imitate 
and honour him in their feveral Offices and 
reſpeQive places, thatthey ſhould endeas 
vour under bim to preſerve his People in all 
their freedomesand liberties, and co demean 
themſelves in his abſence with all tendetneſs 
and kindneſle to the leaſt of his Seryants : 
Not quenching the ſmoaking Flax ,--nor 
breaking the bruiſed Reed, but cheriſhing . 
and nouriſhing the Babes in Chriſt , gi- 
ving a Guard to every weak faith, being al=: 
wayes free to dire& them, and a ready aſli. 
ſtance in all.matters of Faith and Conſci- 
ence, 

6. I ſay 'tis weighty upon the Churches 
Concerment to maintain good SEK 
Order, true Diſcipline, and 2 (or. 2.7, 
Right Government, Itis the 8, 9,10; 11» 
moſt effetual means and ſo- | 
veraign help ( under God) zgainſt the grand 
Enemy of our Souls, who hath fiery darts 
C: 4 and 


; 
F . ne Ts ON REvY us etl hi f at? ” K. adCS or nie. - OW T0 3 T1» JOY 
l > . ; "= bs EE." LEE DT 124 OS PL 
a —_ -, 5 "x" - — . 
d —_— dighd Bas : F £ L WY 
N Y > Wye ” & 
i * 
C5 0 
THeC s "X 
Y . - JK 
| . F.-Y 
þ > by 
» 
4 : 
; 


ba <. : 
FS. 
bp. 6 wy 


OE 


+©% 
» 1% af? 
CXH a $5. W5 
£ 


34 TheOorfpri's Honony,and 


and makesdeſperate\Attempts, and ſets his 
Ambuſhments, and with policy and cruelty 
deſigns againſt the Saints to betray them by } 
fecreriinſinuation, or to fright them out of # 
their Faich and Profeſſion, and to weaken 
their hands for Chriſtian Reſolution ; to 
break their bands of Union and Charity, and 

to cut the cords of Love and U- 
Prov.6.19. nity z endeavouring'to diforder 

them by ſowing Diſcord among 
them. Firſt, to divide them, to make way 
for an advantage to deſtroy them, Now 
Order is the Life and Strength of any Cauſe , 
and the moſt advantage to any People : for 
when a People are freely united and well 


Diſciplined, it is the greateſt offence and Þ 


dread to the enemy 3 So *cis when Chriſtians 
have faith in Gods promiſes, and keep order 
in his Services, it tends to their ſafety and 
ſecurity, When the Souldiers are diſorde- 
red the Viory is hazarded; and he's no 
00d Chriſtian-ſouldier that obſerves not 
Place and Order. 
7. Right Government, which conſiſt Prin» 
: cipally in the execution of Ju» 
Iſa. 32«1. fſtice and Judgement, It may 
Tſa. 6.7. have the fame commendation 
: as was once given to Circum- 
cifion ; for *tis uſefull and beneficial every 
WAY 3 


way and when Perſons ſhall ſee it it it's 
Beauty,and how it brings in profit,and them- 


ſelves being partrakers of the benefit .of ir,” ' 


It will ingage and oblige the hearts of thoſe 
that live under it, peaceably and chearfuly 


: ly to conform themſelves to it, and not on- 
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iy to-approve of it, but in their ſeveral Di-. 
ties and ReſpeRive Places with Freedome. 
and AﬀeCtion help ro preſcrve and ſupport#y 


it. For God himſelfis the Author of it, the 
Holy Ghoſt appoints overſeer of it, God 
dwels with it, ard will certainly bleſſe it ;' 


. 
. 


A 
<a 
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for in truth Order duly kept, and Govern- 


ment truly ordered,is of rhat Fame & Glory 


it would invite ſtrangers out of the Country; 


As once the Order and Fame of Solomoy's, 
Houſe , invited the Queen of Sh:bs, * If, 


» 
1 

z 

(Rl 


Lg 


- 


our Spiritual S/ozz0v's Houſe were but wiſe-. 


ly governed, and the things therein rightly 
ordered, and all Matters and Mannors pru. 


dently managed, and all Diſcipline truly'ex... 


ecuted, Strangers would be more invited, 


would be more ingaged, and £hriſts Church : 


more Renowned. Thus I have ſhewed in 
part the benefit that comes to Chriſt's 
Church by means gf Ecgefiaſuical Govern- 
MENT, | | 


&, Some 
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diſſenting friends and differing perſwaſions > 
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5. Some Rules tendred how to Effelt and 
Accompliſh a right Government. 


of Hons Firſt chingchat I ſhall propound un- 
co.the Church, in order to this great 
end is, Their choiſe of Officers ; and herein 
to beſpeak and exhort them that they neg- 
Ie not their duty and care,and fo the blame 
tolye at their door. None of the Saints and 
Brotherhood ought to conſult for private 
Intereſt, but for a general and publick good; 
that whoſoever among them the Lord hath 


_ faitably gifted and fitly qualifi*d for the con- 


verſion of ſinners, the conſtituting of 


> Churches, and the well being, and berter 


governing of Chriſt's Congregations , they 
ſtand bound in duty legally to 
ele& and orderly to appoint 
ſuch to the work of the Mini= 
fry , even to Separate and Ordain them ac- 
cording to their ſeveral Parts and Abilities 
to more general and particular places, even 
co follow the Lord, to put them into ſuch 
places as he hath oifred for that purpoſe: 
Even fuch who come orderly into, and are 
rutered and brought up in the School of 
Chriſts Church, and learning there, untill 


Afts 13. 3. 
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The Charehes Ornament) WB; 
they come to good degrees of Knowledge , 
rightly qualified and confiderably pifred by 
Gods -Spirit : amongſt ſuch ſome are to be 
freely EleRted by che Church, and Ordained 


by Faſting and Prayer, and laying on of. 1/7 


hands by the Elderſhip; ſuch ſo Ordained 


> 4. «73%. th 


and abiding Faithful we own as Miniſters of - : 


the Goſpell; and let them firſt be proved 
whether they have ſuch qualifications as the 


holy Scriptures gives directions. This be. 


ing a principall caſe towards the obtaining 
right Government; Take therefore advice 
of both old and New Teſtament ; ye may 
pleaſe ſo far to view Moſes Counſel in the 


Old Teſtament, as to ſee whar kind of Per- 
ſons was then choſen to be Rulers; Provide,” 
ſaith be,. 34ſec men, Underſtanding men, and 


known men 1n your Tribes ;, Men of courage , 


men fearing God, men of trmth and hating Co-. 
veteonſneſs ; 1 offer this of 4oſes, not fo 


; much for Rule,as for the good agreement it 
bears with-the Rules of the New Teſtament. 
But give heed to St. Panls 

{ Counſel] in the general qua- 1 Tim. 3.8 
$ hfications mentioned & Re- Tr. 1. &c. 

| corded for our direRions ; 


which the Apoſtle ſers down both Negative -. 


and affirmative, Firſt, What they muſt not 
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be ; Not ſoon angry, net given to Wine, 9d Tr 
Ns | Friker;, _ 


' as The Goſpels Hononr, and 
Priker , not ſelf willed, not a brawler, not co- - fl 
wetous, wot a Novice, Secondly, What they- Þ 


muſt be, Blawelefſe, one that rules well his 
owz houſe, apt to teach, a louer of good men, ſ0- 
ber, juſt, 1emperate, holding faſt the faithfull 
Word as he hath been taught; that they 
may improve and convince Gain-ſayers; and 
if it can bz obtained, ler them have the Prin- 
ciples of Order, and ſpirir of Government, 
in and abour this great Office and Daty, We 


" are to look at a mans perſonal ſufficiency, 


the Gravity of his Yoke-fellow, the Fidelity 
of his Poſterity, and alſo the gosd report of 
his Neighbour-hood-and Country. For if we 
would have Church-Government rightly 


ordered,there muſt be ſuitable Governours. # . 


and fit Inſtruments ro accompliſh ir. 


'. Theſe Rules chat follow, touching this 


point, are chiefly impoſed upon the Elder- ; 


ſhip ; 


By Eleftion, Dircftion, Proteion, Sup 
plication and Excluſion. 


2. By El:i0n; As there isa great charge | 

lies upon Churches, concerning | 
the Election of Officers, So | 
there isa ſpecial care lies upon | 
Officers, touching the receiving and admit. | 


Mat.3.8. 


ting 
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ſee ſome Fruits af Repentance, Regenetati- 
on renewedin the fpirit-of the mind, born a- 
gain ; for ye know Churches under the Gofſ- 
pell are not gathered by Gene- .- 
ration, but by Regeneration, 7h. 3.3. 
Except a man be born ,again, be 5,6. 
Canuot enter auto the King dowe 
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. ting Members into the Congregation. To. 


, _ of Heaven, For if they have not the birih of. 


New Creatures, how can we | 
expe the life of well ordered 2 Cor,5.17:; 
Chriſtians, that they ſhould 


naturally jearn the true DoQrine,and really - 


obſerve,and duly ſubmit to the true methods 


of Diſcipline, which ſo much concerns and { 


| .adornethevery Goſpel Congregation. Eve. | 


ry one had need underſtand Gods Ordi- 
nances and their own Dhties, and to be able 


todemonſtrate ſomething of the authorityg þ 


Matter, Manner, and End of every Princt- 
ple and praRice, For Ignorance isthe Mo 
ther of much miſchief , for ſome by their be- 
' haviours diſcover and alſo their ARions de- 
! fcermine, that they never paſt the new birth, 
7 Neither is their deſcent from Heaven, for 
y they aR and walk as not becoming the Roy- 
! all Family, and ſuch as pertain to the Het> 


1 venly Poſterity ; For many aR ſo ungatie. 


| ral towards the Lord, as it he was never 
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their Father, and-ſo untaupht in his word | 


and Oracles, that chey are no whit like his } | 
Diſciples and Scholars; neither reſpeRing K | 
Principles nor Orders, and ſomeare already F | 
departed, being ncver well grounded, nor | | 
really and truly converted. L x 
3- By Dire&10, ; By a due and ſeaſonable Þ 
inftruRting and direQing ſuch Þ 

2 Tim. 4.2. aSare admitted into Member-  y 
ſhip, ro acquaint and educate | S 

theminthe knowledge of God, and the Af. 3 Þ 
fairs of the Goſpel;& to learn chem ro know s fi 
the Principles of Order & true Formsof Go- | x; 
verament, whichare to be exercis'd under the | q 

| New Teſtament :to keep cloſe tothe dire& || tj 
| Rules of Diſcipline, and righr orders of Go= | 
yerning, and to begetin them a Reſpet and # n| 
Honour to the Truth, with all it's Oracles, 3 ex 


and it's duc Circumſtances, and to ſecond |} fir 
and ſeal this with a boly and well ordered, | kr 
and a right governed Converſation ; admo- ; Cl 
niſhing them to obſerve the true Merhods © tg 
of proceedings towards all differing,difſent- th 
ing, weak, faln, and offen- 
Mat 18.15. ding Brerhren : To admoniſh | | 
the offending Brother timely þ 
before fin hath hardened him, Secondly, | 
If it be a private Offence, to tell him of it 


privately berween thes and him alone,which ;| 


__ The Chuchts Ornamem, 4 Þ} 
is the ready way to gain him. Thirdly, T@, Þ} 
do itin Charity, wherein a man moſt re{em- 
bles the God of Piety. Fourthly, the end. 
muſt be to reſtore the ſinner, but ro deſtroy. 
his iniquity 5 alwayes remembring them t@/. 
perform duty that relates to each other, with 
Compaſlion and Piety, as children of the Fa- : 
ther of Mercy; Even conſonant to their Hea- | 
venly Parentage & Spiritual Pedepree, of the . 
Sele& number, chofen Generation, Royall - 
Prieſt.-hood, peculiar People & holy Nation; - 
like men of the new Creation, & ſuch as are | 
redeem'd froma vain Converſation; being as ' 
dead men to fin, & buried with Chriſt in Bap- | 
tiſme, & riſen wich him ro Newneſsof life,8& -. 
ſoto exerciſea ſpiritual Dominion, and pive | 
no place or ſubjeRion unto Sathan , burto ;; 
| endeavor to raign over the body of fleſhand 4 
4 fin. Bur alas how oft is this general and | 
| known Rule abuſed and broken, wanting 
- | Charity to the perſon offending, or Fidelity 
| | tothe RuledireRing, The truth is, much of * 
- | theChurches grief and care, breaks in among | 
> them at this door z bur let Chriſts Miniſters 
 Teadand guide the Members into Rules of 
+ Piety, and Orders of Decency, and to ſe- 
| cond their Exhortation by going before 
© | themasa pattern, and by good Counſel-and * 
17 by good Example to eftabliſh the Believers | 
7 18-. 
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in Do&rine Diſcipline, and other Goſpel! 

orders, 
4+ By impartial Admonition and due Cor- | 
reRion; for as the Scripture ſzith in another | 
caſe, in a Church-ſence, we may ſay in this, 
that Chriſt's Rulers bear not the ſpiritual 
ſword in vain, but to turn the 


2 Tim, 3, edge of the Word againſt all 
16. vice &iniquity, and to bea de. 
1-Theſ.5, fence to all acts of Vertue and 
I25  Piety; waiting all approaches, 8& 


watching all deſigns of Sathan, 


| and all motions and appearances of the fleſh, 


For many times the greateſt diſturbances are 
brought about by the leaſt beginnings : for 
'tis Sathans policy to carry on his deſigns by 
entring them in by the ſmal- 
Gal.e. 20, leſtappearances,Bewarethere- 
fore of the works of the Fleſh, 
as Hatted, Variance , Emulation, Wrath, 
Strife,Seditions, Hereſies, and the hke,which 7 
wat againſt the Soul; Which aQtings cauſe | ' 
breaches and diſorders : unto which, Offi- | 
cers and OQver-ſeers are to havea fore-ſight ; 
of preventing, anda ready hand of ſuppreſ- | 
ſing ſuch rhiogs as diſturb che peace of the | 
Churches, and break orders ; without re- þ' 
ard to Cauſes, or reſpeR to Perſon, by a, 
d:ligetit and ſevere hand apainſt all Tale- F 


bearers, | 


_ The Churches Ornanwent, 75 
? bearers; Evill ſurmiſers, Back-biters, Rule- 
! breakers, Devifion-makers, ſecret Cen- 
! ſurers, and private Judges of others, who in 
! cheir Court of Confukon condemn their _. 
{ Brechren,and caſt them upon their Reputati® 7: 
{ on. Theſe and ſuch like are all Diſquieters - * 
| of Churches, Wounders and Underminers of 
| Governments, and for the better diſcove= 7 
* ring and removing all-ſuch diſturbances, ler * 
| all diligence be exerciſed, all Circumſtances ., | 

| of Reprehenſion and CorreRion, be truly ! |* 
| obſerved, and all fuch offenders timely re= 
| {trained and duly puniſhed. | = 
5. By Counterancing and Protefting 
| good orders, and giving incou- , | 
j ragement to orderly Walkers. Pſal.15.4. | 

To look with a ſowre face up- ' 0 
| on evill doers, anda ſevere countenance a- #ÞT 
| gaint Evill workers, but to honour the | * 
| Pious and to praiſe the truly Religious, ro {<4 
| cheriſh them in their Duties, and incourage 
;them in Gods ſervices. Now Goſpel-order 
[1s not only Beautiful and Honourable, but 
! acceptable ro God and profitable to mens * 
\ for the Lord himſelf is Author of it, and his - 
Peoples experience prove the great benefit . | 
- ir. Let the Lords Overſeers approve | - 
themſelves prevalent inſtru= _,» _ . = | 
! ments to effeRt and keep *©97+34% |; 
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- ===> good Government, & by good Exhortation|F 

. and Proyocation ſtudy to maintain goodor. 
"der, For the Lord firictly charges & preciſe || 
ly enjoyns Orderin all his Services and Sa- 

crifices, Typical and Ceremonial, moref 

eſpecially then in the Worſhip and Service 

of the Goſpel ; where Duties are more rare. | 

ly bleſſed, and Defaults more ſorely puniſh- # 

ed. Let Rulers know their places and do 

their Offices,even cheriſh good people,pro» } 

mote good Cauſes, to affilt good Confcien- | 

ces, and to endeavour to preſerve Chriſti- | 

ansin their Liberties and Priviledges, ſuing 

and ſorting their Counſeis and Initructions, | 

obſerving and taking advantages of ſeaſons, 

and the Peoples conditions; improving all 

abilities,and the belt faculties co defend them 

from deceivers; giving timely admonition 

to Church-diſturbers, Succour the Temps | 

red, incourapge the Faint-hearted, to take off } 
yoaksand remove oppreſlions that may lye 
upon mens conſciences, watching diligently | 
over them, carefully ro govern them, gently 
leading ſuch as be with young, to keep them 
from decaying, to ſupport them from fain- | 
ting, to reitore them from errinp, and like 
Sood Shepherds to feed and rule them, to 
defend and ſecure them from all choſe Foxes 
and Wolves that ſeck to fcajter now L 
and 
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and ndebenny to HR them. 


by the Word and Prayer ; 
duty never out of date, bs 1 Tim; 4: F- 
in ſeaſon, and more eſpe- Phi. 4.6. 


cially upon ſuch weighty 1 Theſ.5. 176. |! 


Concernments and eminent 


" #0 


occaſions ; as the eleQions of Officers, hed 


admiſſion of Members, and in the great du- 
ties of DireRion, Corre&ion , Protection 
and Excluſion, To acknowledge Gods grace 
co be the efficient Caule in all ſuch Matters, 
and to veg his Bleffing upon all endeavours, | 
without which all labour is nothing : pray to., 
be direRed aright to uſe the means, and then? 
pray that the means may be ſanRitied, may þ! 
be ſucceſſefut and effeQual , praying and * 
waiting upon the great Counſellor 2. the 
prime DireRor, and God of Order, that | 
he would be oraciouſly pleaſed to oive Go- 
vernins Principles to right guberngel 
Churches, and he would p! leaſe ſo farro own * 
and honour them, as to beſtow upon them * 
the precious gifts of Diſcerning, Diſcretion, | 
and Moderation towards all Perſons, upon 
all occaſions, and in all conditions, and | 
more particular for the Spirit of Judgement : 
and the ſpirit of Government: to order,cfta» +. 
D 3 'bli l th W 


4 F 
+ 


6. By ſincere and fervent —_ $ 
and Prayer, becauſe al] things are ſanaified 
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bliſh and govern the Lords own People and 
Congregation, and to be found inthe Faith- 
fall diſcharge of their great duty of exerci- 
ſing Juſtice, Mercy and Humility, and to a- 
dorn'the Churches with Juſt and Righteous 
Proceedings, That the Lords Name may be 
honoured, the Church rightly governed, 
the Truth renowned , that the fame of true 


Order may be more Proclaimed and further }. 


ſpread, that Strangers to it may be invited, 
Well-wiſhers may be engaged, Enemies may 
be prevented, and the Lords Faithfull Ser- 


vants may ever be. encouraged and reſol- |: 


ved. - - 


7. By Exclufion, according to the Rule |, 


of Purging, putting our, cutting off, or Ex- 
communication. Not always 

x Cor: 5.13, bearing & forbearing ſuch as 
Gal: 5.12. + are commonand impenitent 
Treſpaſſers, after prayers 
made,and other Chriſtian means Relipiouſly 


and indifferently uſed and improved, anda | 
conſiderable time and ſpace hath been waited |} 
and delayed, and yet all Counſells and Re- | 
proofs are refuſed and rejeted, Then to | 
proceed gradually according to the Rule in | 


that caſe provided, and to ſee thar Difciptine 
be rigktly performed, and Juſtice duly exe- 
cuted, without knowing of Faces or regard- 


bf nd ff . en Apa ©» ka wm om aoai. TT TT”? _.. 
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ing Cauſes. For {6n 1 15: :nfeRious,and 2 diſc; 
eaſe very dangerous and Contagious: If bu-" | 
mane Wiſedome teacheth us tz ſeparate our: 
ſelves from infected b dies,placee. 'Ed gar= 5 
ments for the ſatecy of .ne outware ryan; 
much more doth ſpiritual diſcretion ; 2dtuge | 
niſh vs, and beſpeak us to ſeparate our ſelfes* 
from ſpiricuall corruptions, and to exciude 
from us corrupted profeſſors, .defiled, pol-/ 
luted, impenitent Perſons, which ſo nearly 
relate to Soul matters, and ſo 

muchreſpe&s Immortal things Foſ..7. Il, : 
Foy a little Leaven, leaveneth . 
the whole lump, The whole ( amp of Tra; 

' #tand charged for one chan, and | 
the Church of Corinth for one In- Cor, 5. 2. 
ceſt 40us perſon, Though Juſtice 

be ſhoulder-work and a hard duty, yet *tis-/ 


better cut off a member then deſtroy the bo... 


dy. Let all ſuch proceeding be attended 
with the tace of Authority, the garments of 
Humilicy, and with arms of Mercy , with 
Patience and Compaſſion , deſigning to ſave : 
the ſinner, by endeavouring to deltroy his. 
tranſgreſſion. So let the Church purge them-"" 
ſelyes of their own and other mens fins, by? 
calling offendors into queſtion, and putting . 
Chriſt's laws into execution, ThusI have 
tendred my judgement in order to obtain : 
Right Government. D3 * Con-- 
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Concerning < hrifl:ans as they ftand related to 
civil Magiſtrates, 

NY” no man can be a good Governour, 

NY unlefle be firſt knows the place and 


ſervice of an Inferiour, 'Tis therefore need- 


full for us ro know our ſtanding and relati- 
on, and what's required of us in reſpet of 


ſubjeRion, as weare men and members of a 
Nation, and to be truly informed how we 
become concerned in duty, as we are placed 
ina politick body, We are taught by the 
holy Scriptures to know that 

Rem.13.12, there 1 no power but of God, 
3>.42 5» and whoſoever reſiſts the power, 
| reſiſts the Ordinance of God, 

" From thence we are inſtructed what the Ma- 
Siſtrates Office is,even to puniſh evilldoers, 
and to be a praiſe ro them that do well : So 
alfo by the authority of che ſame Scriptures 
and holy writings, we are commanded and 
injoyned to be ſubject to civill powers in 
civill things, and that under the penalty of 
condign puniſhments : not only for wrath, 
but for conſcience ſake; and we ought to 
obey not for fear of vengeance, but becauſe 


pt a good conſcience, *Iis alſo matter of 


CI 


con{cience 
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7 conſcience to obey good and profitable laws: | i 
wherein our ſubmiſſion may | 
U cend to the civill peace of Aat. a2. 21, | | 
! our Country and Nation, | } 
and to give to Caſar that which #Ceſars, and 
| to God that which #5 Gods, *Tis therefore i 
U our burthen to hear our ſelves miſreported, "of 
Y asif wewere no well wiſhers to National | 
” Government, when as we look upon good. 
# Governours and good Government to be as 
{ great an external Priviledge and Bleſſing as 
E any other in the World; and whereas the + 
t Lord knows we look upon our ſelves dire- |. 
| Red by the holy Scriptures, and obliged by 
| Goſpel Rules to be in ſubjefii- 
| 09 to the bigher Powers, toobey 1 Pet. 2.13. 

Magiſtrates, and to ſubmit onr = | 
ſelves to every Ordinance of man for the Lords | ) 
ſake (inthe ſence aforeſaid ) and not to re- | 
vile th:m, or ſpeak evill of them, oy to imagine 
evill in our hearts againſt them; For there is a & 
rongue & heart-murderer,as well as an eye * 
| and heart-Adulterer 3 but to ſtudy toknow 
our Places & Duties,as we are 2 Ty 
Iffferiours,and therein to diſ= x Tim.2-11, | 
charge our conſciences, as we | oY 
are Chriſtians, even to yield ſubmiſſion to /* 3 
them, and to pray for them, that we may ' # 
lead a peaceable and godly life under them ; *' 
D 4: believiog 1 
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| believing there ought to be Civil Magiſtrates 
In all Nations, and always rendring unto 
our Governours their due in tribute, and al- | 
wayes reſerving and rendring unto God his | 
due in worſhip. 


a 
__—_— 


Concerning ſome Rules that reſreft and relate 
to Chriſtian Families, 


"THe Rules which I have already tender- 
' L &d and freely offered co Chriſt's Con» 
Sregation, may be uſefull in'every Family, 
and to every Chriſtian , which method is by 
Elefltion, Direftion, Correftion , Protethion , 
Supplication, Excluſion and Execntion; And 
becauſe I will take in that which may bea 
good Second, and a ſpecial Aflittant to this 
prime part of Religion, even Eccleiaſticall 
Government, I will humbly tender the a- 
foreſaid Rules to believing Families, but e- 
ſpecially ro the Heads and Overſeers, to 
look upon their ſeveral Obli- 

Gen.3.16, Sations, that reſpe& their (e- 
veral duties and reſpeRive places. For when 
the Lord had created Man and Woman, he 
was pleaſed to appoint Order and Govern- 
ment berwixt them, I would therefore urge 
EET the 
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the Argument of the Prophet Iſaiah, See 
thy Houſe in oraer becanſe of Mor- 
tality, that ye may be prepared Iſa. 38. Is 
__ ye are called to dye. 

By Elefion, In making choiſe and 
lacing your affeions upon Vertuous and 
Religious Yoak-fellows in the Conjugall 
bond of Wives and Husbands 3 That may be 
ſuitable and meet helps, not only i in reſpe&t 
of the concerns of the World, but more ec» 
ſpecially in the matters of God; for ſuct! 
are the beſt helps that are helps in the bet . 
things, Let them therefore Nnm.36. C, 
that are or may be in that ca- 1 Cer.7, 398 
pacity, firſt look for Piety, Gravity, a 
Fidelity, for ſuch bring good portions and 
great bleſſings with them into a Family. 0 
could be ſevere againſt ſome Profeſſors \ 
who offend in this caſe, and give ſuch great 
offences to others, who for Worldly Inte: 
reſt, run into ſuch unequal and unmeet Mar 
riages; and others, that rather covet to be e/ 
qual or above in reſpet of Temporal porti; 
on, than to be united in one in matters of 
Faith and Religion. Let Maſters , 
make choiſe of ſuch Servantsas Pſ, "01's 
truly fear the Lord; for how 
ſhoulda man expeR Gods Service hold 
promoted, and good order obſcrved, "el 
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gz The Goſpels Honour, and 
man ſhall take ſach perſons into his Fami- 
ly, as are ſtrangers to the Rule of Truth and 
Verity. - : 
2. By Dereftion, By inſtructing anddire- 
Ring them in the knowledge of the way and 
| fear of the Lord, teaching his 
Dent,6.7. Laws and Oracles unto them, 
| begetting in them an affection 
and Reverence to his Will and Word, ac- 
quainting them with the bleſſings promiſed 
upon the believing and obeying Gods Re- 
quirements, and the dangers threatned a- 
92inſt nepleors, and the dreadful! Judge- 
ments that fall upon deſpiſers of Gods wor. 
ſhip and orders, Let the Heads and Gover- 
nours of this little Church or Kingdome ( as 
I may call it ) exerciſe the Office in an 
humble ſ#nce of Prophet, Prieſt, and 
King , to teach them, to offer Sacrifice for 
them, and to govern them. Let belidbing 
Parents give their children Goſpel-breeding, 
and ſpiritual Education,that they may know 
how to behaye themſelves in the Houſhold 
of God -as becomes the Family of ſo Princely 
a Poſterity, and co learn the carriage of holy 
manners, and. preciſely to prove all things 
like the Berears, who by ſo doing, may be 
reputed truly Noble and well bred Chriſti. 
ans, I would reſpeRively impoſe upon ſu- 
WET periors 
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eriors to take the place of Tutors,and their | 
bouf es to be as Nurceries of Learning, there. 
to beinftru&ed and prepared | 
even to fit themto Degrees Prov, 22. 6. 
of Piety and Religioa : and 


'for this take the Counſell of Solomon, who 


faith, Train up a Child in the way he ſhould fo, 


and he will not depart from it when he us old 


Mark, he ſaith he w11l not depart. 
Mind what Saint Pau! ſaith, Eph.6.4, 
Bring up. your Children mm th; 
Lords nterture and admonition, and ſo toendta- 
vour by good Connſel and grodexample tomeline 
their hearts and conform their minds to ſonnd 
Dottrine, Goſpel-order, and a holy converſation, 
and ſo come tobe made capable of ſpiritual Pri- 
vileages and Church-Communion, 

3. By Correftion , By diſcapntenancing , 
ConeQing, Preventing and Reſtraining of 
ſin,to prevent and reform them from vanity 
and vice by the reproof of a ſe- 
vere countenance and angry Prov.23. 
face, and to ſtop their growing 13. 


, Into folly, and the bringing Prov.13 14. 


forth evill aQion,by reRifying 

all diſorders in their converſation, and this 
ro be done timely and in due ſeaſon , agree» 
able ro the beſt Rules of diſcretion, bave 2 res 


ſpect ro their diſpoſition , fome to gain by 


fear * 
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fear, and ſome by favour. Let the Circum- 
ftances obſerved in Correfion give evidence 
for a mans ſelf,his end is good in CorreRing. 
1 have heard at the common place of Execu« 
tion, ſome complaining of Fathers, and 0- 
thers of Maſters, becauſe they did not reſtrain 
' them from vain Courſes, ſaying,if they had, 
it might have been a prevention of their ever 
coming to that ſhamefull Execution : And 
indeed God hath ſer Fathers and Maſters, as 
Rulers, and to bave dowinion within the 
borders of their Family, Juriſdiction, and 
doubtleſſe of their places they muſt give an 
account ; Therefore they have great reaſon 
to diſcharge their truſt eo their Inferiours , 
and to make uſeof their power and adyan- 
tages, which are many, they baving ſo much 
opportunity to diſcern into their actions,and 
' to difcover their lives, and to knowgheir 
defigns ; and having ſo neara relation to 
them, and ſo gfeat a command over them 
might be much inſtrumental ( by Gods bleſ- 
fing ) to do much for God, and for their 
ſouls benefit and eternal good. 

4. By Protetiion, By Countenancing and 


+. Cheriſhing the budding of grace, & nouriſh- 


ing every appearance - of God 
x Cor, 11, inthe ſou], giving timely incou- 
2, ragement and aſcaſonable aſſi- 
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ſtance 


ence, and ro be 4 Suatding preſence to the j 


T ſmall beginning z not to quench the ſmoak-. 


ing Flax and. bruiſcd Reed, to mind them of 
ſpiritual Traffick, and co bring them upin 


the knowledge of ſpiritual Husbandry ; pro-z 
teRingin them the heads of Grace and plants” 
of Piety z uſing much diligence, waiting: 


; 
F 


'# with tenderneſle their Srowth 


and increaſe ; For as the x Theſ.2.7.. 


School-men ſay, T he greatefF 


Matters have the ſmalleſt Beginnings; The. 
. Seeds and Roors of Grace and Piety arelike 


the render Herbs and Plants that have need 
to be tenderly preſerved. to;be often waters" 


3 


ed and weeded, and well fenced and ſecun=: 


red. For a manis a Prince in his own Fa«: 
mily, to prote& Order and Piety, and to ba-. 
niſh Sin and Iniquity ; and: having caſt out 
the things that offend, and well prepared the: 
Sround, the next thing is to put things in-/ 
to ſome Method,Form and Order. And here. 
the Chriſtian profeſſor may learn a Leſſon, 


ofthe Gardener, who in his Plantation an& 


Garden, having gotten the choiſeſt Hearbs. | 
and Plants, he deviſes his form, and ſets thera . 


according to rule and order, both for profir, 


and alſo to delight the owner $3 So Chriſtie 
ans, when they have prepared Matter, ehey' 
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Wance to the matters of Faith and Conſci- h 
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" are to o place them in the ets Vineyard; 
and chatin a Goſpel manner, chat they may 
be fruitfull for their Lord and Maſter; and 
alſoto invite and delight the beholder co. þ 
eake them with Ocders beauty : for it was 
the Order of Solomons Family. that aſtoniſhe 
the Queen of Sheba. 

5. By Supplication, For Family and Chil- | 
dren, always remembering the Lord is the || 
Donor and Beltower of all Gifts and Graces, | 
and that we are but poor begging Inſtru- | 
ments at.the Throne of Grace, and Door of | 
Mercy for our felves and Families, raying | 
humbly and heartily that the Lor would | 
pleaſe to SanGigee all means,and Crown all | 

efeavours with his own be- | 
PB.2 5oge iftions, without which all 
other !abours are nothing + for without 
him we can do nothing : fervently petition- 
iog the Lord thac cur Families might be his Þ 
Family, that he would dire and bleſs us in F 
our El:fton, Dureflion, Correction, Proteition || 
& Excluſion; And that our Children might be | 
his Children, and our Servants his Servants ; 
thac the Lord would pleaſe to ſeaſon their 
hearts wich his Grace, enlighten their under- 
ſtanding by his Spirit, ro ingage their affee 
Rions by his Love, and ſo to prepare them 


and conform them to his Willand Word ; 
That 


That with Feſpna,. We and our + 
Houſes may ſerve the Lord, Toſ-24.15. 
Thar as they grow in years and 


28 Krrength, ſo they may increaſe in Knowledge 
3 and Goodneſſe, thac they might be Plantsin 
K his Houſe, and placed in his Family, andſo 
= be fruitfull Inſtruments of his Glory; and 
"| humbly to offer Sacrifice for them; and to 

7 intercede the Lord,that they might orderly 


»Y obey bis Doarine, and cheerfully ſubmit to 

} his Diſcipline, and to intreat bis favour ts 

} guide them by his Counſell here,and receive 
them into his Kingdome hereafter. | 

F1 6. By Excluſion; Yet here I doi not ins 
{ trend in the lealt tro meddle with Wife and - 


| 

, | Children, no more than to purge | 
| fin out of them, but in this - Dent.19% 

: caſe I mind only Servants, Buſte- 16, 

: bodies and Tale-bezrers, which _ Ni 

: are-oft-times Inſtruments of Diſorder any 


' Diſturbance in many Families ; 
: | And as the Wiſe man ſaith, Prov, 26; 
- © Tt#Pheve there is #0 word the Fire 20, - 
* | goecrhout ; So where thers isno = 
* FE Tale-bearer, Strife ceaſeth, And for Sers 
' vants that are vain & diſorderly, may io time; 
infe&t and corrup: the reſt in a Family. Nov 
*is better to remove and exciude ſuch. per. 
ſons, than that they ſhould deiileand, pol | 
uts 


$6 
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Jute many others, tha ye may keep Diſci- 
plinewithin your :Familie- Dominion : there 

is for this a good example ef 

Dawid, who faith, en of 
. Fauhfulnefſe and Imegrity ſhall 

dwell with me, and ſerve me. 
But he would not keep a Lyar about him, 
nor he chat worketh deceir ſhonld neither: 
dwell in his Houſe, nor tarry in his fghr. 
Thus every man within his own Juriſdition 
may exerciſe Family Diſcipline , both to 
reach, intercede and govern,and by diligence 
and prudence may be an Inſtrument to bring 
his Houſe in order in Gods Service. 

7. Let all theſe things be put into due 
execution, without which the knowledge of 
them comes to nothing, Every man to cx 
erciſe himſelf in his place ſaithfully, to in- 
ſtrut and govern his Family conſonant to 
co the Rules of Piety, and Principles of Cha- 
city, and to a&t by the Law of Equity to all 
under them, as men in ſome ſence obliged to 
Sivean accouut of them, 

Theſe things conſidered, and calling to re- 
membrance my place of tralt inGods Houſe, 
and our ſpecial Obliparions each to other as 
weare Chiſtians, I can do no leſſe than ad- 
viſe, warn, exhort and intreat you,according 
ro the relation, I ſtand with you, and inte= 


Pal. tor. 
G, 7. 


reſt 
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tereſt I have! in you, to put your duties into” 
praQices, and remove out of 
your Families all offences Demt, 13. 8. 
and diforders, for ye know 1 Tim5.21. 4 
1 we ought not to bear with . 
! ſin, to.regard Cauſes, or reſpect Perſons]. 
42 a|chough they be our near relations : but to. | 
- | do Juſtice with Equity, and that without de-" 
lay or partiality ; for we may not harbour: 
evils, nor ſuffer diſorder in our Families and. 
that we have no juſt complaining in our 
ſtreets. *Tistrue we cannot expet mem- 
bers of Families ſhould be free from all In- 
firmities, where then would be the nſe of. 
. © bearings and forbearings?. Beware of Up-. 
? |; braiding. and Retorting Languages which / 
- | oft-times: cxeates diſcontents, and raiſes di- ; 
| | furbances io Families. There ought rather. | 
to be found among Chriſtians a condeſcen-. 
. || tionto each others diſpoſitions, concerning 
| their deformities, bearing one anothers 
; | weakneſfles, ard if it may be to determine 
Family-failings, within the compaſle of Fa- 
* mily JurisdiRions, and to endeavour to bear! 
one anothers burdens, and ſo fulfill the Law: 
; £ of Chriſt, To ſympathize with each other in 
} remptations and afMliictions, that ye may 
| notmake your lives a burden to your ſelves, 
and a trouble and grief to. others : for conſt. 
| E der 


WT % F _—>” vw . & SIS =. LELF ) % & Y' . 


— 
—_—_— 1a 
* A 


der that miſcarriages among Chriſtians are 
attended with bigh aggravarions. Firſt, a | 
diſhonour-to God, a diſcredit to the truth, a | 
diſparagement to Profeſſors, a grief to Re- 
lations, a ſorrow to well-wiſhers,a bondage 
to themſelves, and a rejoycing to their Ene- 
mies. My adviſe is therefore for the time 
paſt, wherein any of you bave offended each 
other,to repent it, and wherein others have 
treſpaſſed againſt you,upon their fabmiſfion 
pardon itz&letall formerthings belaid dead, 
and buried-inthe grave of Oblivion,nomore 
to be remembred, or haveany more Reſur- 
reRion, to diſquiet your peace here,or to e- 
vidence againſt you hereafter. And for the 
time tocome, my Counſel & Exhortation is, 
to ſet the fear of the Lord before you,& ob- 
ſerve one anothers tempers, conſider each 
others frailcies, and when ye have any thing 
to ſay, remember to take ſuitable ſeaſons 
endeavouring to remove Jeloufies, avoid all 
occaſions that may tend to provocations,and 
3f poſſible let all be ſwallowed upin dear af- 
feRtions, which beſt becomes ſuch near 'Re- 
lations, and moſt adorns profeſling Chriſti- 
ans. 


But 


7 gy Po "7 - a Wy "> 3 ”, s # F- of % 6 
; s M » , \FY 
| | £ ( eFPy g 
- of . _ 
J 


— © 


WO Pre NR OT LO 
r - Work *, ee” IE 4 $ 
P . br » 
* - -p- 
: 3 
. - 
YL "3 4 
P 4 


4 - *% F 
. 7 
NESS Ae 46 - 
? + 


Py 
—_— 


But jet a ftw words more particularly, that re. 
ſpefis every Henſe and Faniily ro divide = 
their Daties to each ather, aud © 
that feverally.' FE: 


I. Usbands ought to love their 
Wives, as. Chriſt loved the 

Church, and as they love themſelyes, and to 
rule over them with much Ten- * of +332 
derneſſe, and co govern with Eph.c.25, 


- - diſcretion, and commend their - 28, 


| \ ſabmiffion by the power of a 
* free and conſtant affeRion : to imitate- the-. 
Lords Pattern, who loved his Spouſe better 
than þimfſelf , covering deformities; bears 
ing Infirmities, taking part with chem in 
their Diſtreſlſes, attending them with necef- 
ſary Accommodatioas andiſuitable conveni- 
ences at all timesand in all conditions, ree' . 
membring both are bur one fleſh, and thag 
a mans wife is half himſelf; conſidering ſhe ' 
is2 Building of the greater Admiration ;\and' 
being brought to man, holds forth the Or-' 
der, Honour and PerfeQion of Gods Crea-' 
tion. Likewiſe Hasbands are to dwell with' 
their Wives according to Knowledge,having” 
xeſpeR ro their weakneſſes, and to honour: 

BUS  H3 them 


EY 


$2- TH 'GoſpeP s Honour, and 
them as the weaker Veſſels; For the Wo- 
man is the glory of the Man, and yet under 
bis Authority, to teach her ſubjeRion, and 

to ſhew him he is her proteRion. 
; 2. Wives ought N_ themſelves to _ 
| own Husbanas as untothe Lord, 
Epheſe$.25- Remembring "tis Gods own 
Inſtitution, That man ſhould Rule and 
have the Dominion, and Woman ſhould o- 
bey and be in SubjeRion : and 


Ger. 3.16 God hath Ordained and Ho- 


nored men to be Heads and 
Superiours , and as the Church is ſubje& to 
Chriſt, ſo ought Wives to be to their own 


Husbands ; and that Gods own Order and 


Ordinance might be owned and adorned.Lec 
them imitate Sareh, who obeyed' Abraham, 
and called bim Lord: Thus 1n old time the 
holy Women put on the Ornament of a 
meek and quiet ſpirit,which well becomes e- 
very Chriſtian,and is much ſet by inthe Gght 
of God and man. Let Wives then give that 
Reyerence and freely yield that due ſyubmiſ- 
ſion to their Husbands which God hath re- 
quired ofthem, alwayes endeavouring to 
approve themſelyes ſuicable aſſiſtants, and 
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ern, 
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meet helps, according as they were firlt cre- | 


ated and appointed to be a comfortable: 


Nurſe and Yoak-fellow, to rejoyce them, 
and 
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and to be a conſtanr ſuccour and comfort t6 
ther. 

3.' Parents ought to educate and bring vt up 
their Children in the nurture and admoni 
tion of the Lord, and by good | 
Counſel and ſound inſtruon Eph, 9.4. 
ro diſcharge their duties to 
them in matters of Faith and Religion , and 
as God hath bleſſed yon with Children, 'ſo 
perſwade your Children to be Inſtruments 
of Glory to him,and to make known tothem 
their natural affeRion , according to-'the | 
neerneſſe of their Relation; ayoyding 
temptations and occaſions of their provoca= 
tions, Let every man exerciſe his fatherly 
care with Providence and Moderation-# to 
make a comfortable proviſion for them; 
endeavouring to match and prefer them-to 
ſuch as truly fear the Lord , and a&R and 
walk conſonant to the Rule and Cir cum- 
ſtance of his Word. 

4. Children ought to obey their Parents 
in the Lord, and to honour Fa- 
cher and Mother thisis Gods Eph. 6. I, 
Precept,for ſo ſaich the Word, 
acknowledging them duty and obedience; 
and rendrivg them their due in Reverence, 
confeſling their propriety -inchem and ther 
authority over them, to command them 


E 3 ant 


The Churches ornimint! iff 


ard diſpoſe of them fre 


inſtruRions, & patiently ſubmit to their cor. | 
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reQions / knowing that children which are 
Inferiours, being diſobedient ro Parents, 
their Superiqurs-jnſo nee a Relation, is an 
offence with a high aggravation: Firſt, *cis a 


ſin againſt God the Author of Family-Go# 


yernment. *Tisa fin again{tman,which God 
hath appointed as'his Vicegerent, *Tis a- 
Sainſt their own father, and ſo *tis unnatu- 
rai and contraty to the light of Nature: Bur 
let:children humbly obey their Parents, and 
ſee [that they: do their duties; ſo may chey 
expe in duetime to inherit Gods promiſed 
bleſlings. | 


4: $- Maſters which alſo ſtand in the place 


of Superiours, and may do much for Godin 
their places, and by that power and com- 
mand they have under God and over their 
Servants, by reſtraining them from vice and 
vanity, and by giving liberty and incourage- 
ment in. ads of Vertne and Piety. Maſters 


, are t0 give unto their Servants that which is 


: equal! and juſt, knowing they 
Col. 4.17.9. bavea Maſter in Heaven, who 
reſpects not Perſons but juſt 

and equall dealings. They alſo are to for- 
bear Threatnngs and oppreſlings, becauſe 
whatſoever is meaſured to another by any 
| man 


ely, to obſerve-their 
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| man,gthe fame meaſure 


ſhall be meaſured to 
him back again. "he 1.8 
6. Servants ought to obey and ſubmit to 
their Maſters in all things as unto the Lords 
not only tothe gentleand good, but to ſuch 
alſo of them as are froward , not with eye 
ſerviceas men-pleaſers, but with ſingleneſs 
of heart as theSeryants of Chriſt , acknow- 
ledging their power by obeying their-pre- 
cepts,ftriving topleaſe them wel inall things 
not anſwering again,nor pur- | 
loyning ; walking in all ho- ] 
neſty, and ſhewing all Fidelity, that in all 
ſervices, and by all. means they may adorn 
the DoErine of Chriſt in all things, | 
7. And Laſtly, Let every one do thy ir 
duties.in their ſeveral Obligations, oo 
Superiours or Inferiours. I may adde to the 
reſt, Land-lords and Tenants, who oughtto 
deal faithfully each to other as unto the 
Lord. Land-lords are in ſuch places, and 
have great advantages to do good ſervices, 
if they do improve themſelves forthe Lor?, 
and give good Councel to their Tenan's, 
according to his Holy Word. Let them re- 
member although they areLandlords to men, - 
yet they are but Tenants and Stewardst0 
the God of Heaven, Who hath the diſpp= 


Tit.2.9, 10. 


ſingof all things, who can increaſe and di- 
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dy 


56 The Goſpel 's Howour, and 
min:ſh at pleaſure, and gives.and takesaway 
as he pleaſerh: & as they expeR Obedience, 
_ Dues and Juſt accounts of their Tenants, So |} 

'the Lord, the great Land-lord, expects | 
his Obedience, Dues, and jult accounts, as 
we ſtand bis Tenants and Servants, Let 
Tenants alſo deal faithfully 
and do equally in Juſtice, a- 
Sreeable tothe good Rule of doing asa man | 
would be done by ; aRing according to the | 
laws of Righteouſneſſe towards God, and Þ 
the Principles of Uprightneſs cowards men: | 
For whoſoever ſhall make a breach upon the | 
Rules of equity and equal dealing,the Lord þ 
will requite them in Juſtice anſwerable to | 
the Law of Retalliation, But let Superiours | 
know the limics of their Commands, which 

is over Bodies and not Conſciences. 


Mat.7.2.12. 


[ —— 


Some Rules concerning private and terſonal 
Government, 


| Bu/ particular perſon is charged with | 
a ſouls proteion, and it being a weigh- | 
ty imployment to be charged | 
Jeh,2,8, with a Souls Concernment, it 
being of a greater value: than 
- can 
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can be reckoned the gain and loſle of it, b&; 
ing more chan the gain and Joile of cb 
whole World. Let the former Rules be t>- 
ken upon once again in order to perſonal 
Regulation, For there we ought to begin 
the Foundation, for the better accompliſh» 
ing of the great "work of Church- Reforma» | 
tior, foralchough this come laſt, *cis non> - 
of the leaſt works to be done, andtharwhicy | 
pertains to every Chriſtian man to ſet ant 
keep things in order at home inth's little 
World and more private Juriſdiction, Fer 
'tis the greateſt piece of Knowledge for 
man to know the depth of himſelf, and the 
higheſt Conqueſt for a man to overcome 
himſelf; and the moſt excellent part of Gy- 
vernment, when a man can rightly order bis | 
own heart,govern his own life, 
and rule well his own {pirir. The. 1h 
"Tis not only reported but ex= 32. \ 
perienced, that Heart-workis 
the moſt difficult work, to which we bod 
| needuſeall the meansthat may be allow: 
hf andto makevſe of all the idea that can {ic 
j- obtained, : 
| I. By Eleftion; As the Univerſal Loyd 
bath ſercoo great Lights to rule in the tgi- 
verfall World, and hath appointed ang 
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and Overſeers to enlighten and govern the 

Church of God ; ſo hath he been graciouſ- 

-Iy pleaſed to make Heavenly proviion, to 

order and rule the Inner man; and as the 

Lord in his matchleſs love bath freely ſent 

his Son to ranſome us from everlaſting fla- 

very, ſo he bath freely given his Spirit to 
condue jus towards eternal 
ARs 5. 32, felicity, Let every one then 
chooſe & imbrace that means |* 
God hath Ordained for the obtaining and 
receiving Gods holy Spirit, which with Re- 
verence I may truly cal], The prime Over- 

. Teer over the Soul, he is the great Teacher, 

' Leader and ConduRer of the Saints, and . 
whoſe Office may be fitly compared to the 
Office of an Overſeer or Ruler. He is the 
Chriſtians guide to enlighten and dire 
them, to ſanRifie and comfort them, to 
ſtrengthen and confirm them, to improve 
and quicken them to duties , and likew:ſe he 

| helps our infirmities, interprets our groans, |þ 

= and preſents our ſupplications, and makes | 

| requeſts for Saints according to the will of | 

God. The bodies of Saints are the Temples 

of the Holy Ghoſt, and the Tabernacle of 

God, where he dwels and governs accord- 

| ing to his word , he helps us to mortifie our |} 
; -Ains, andis grieved at oursTranſgreſlions. 

- Thus | 


* Mcw## a= A Py | —_— _— of 


agreeable as the Scripture hath expreſt ;- 
which conſiſts of Righteouſneſſe, Peace and. 
Joy4n the Holy Ghoſt: He alſo convinceth: 


the World of Sin, ſtrives and waits uporky 


man to corre& and conform rhem, 
the Goſpel Order and holy Pro- Foe.6. 134, 
feflion, and ſo guides the ſaints in- 
to all truth, and ſhews them chings co comes 
* Secondly, Conſcience may be called an O- 
verſeer in a more ſubordinate and limited 
ſence, which the Lord hath ſerin man,'whick; 
is the Epitome and Breviate of the arid,” 
which will a& for God, and affiſt for the” 
| .Souls ſpiritual good. ſerving to rule and; 
order the whole man, even to regulate anc. 
Record every word and. action, The Office. 
of Conſcience is to oppoſe (in, reprove fin, 
condemn for ſin; and if the ſinner be i impes. ; 
nitent, it rerrifies and toriments the (i inner, 
and like a faithfull friend, firſt tell bim of his 
fault ſecretly, if he amends, cis forgiven by 
God freely z but if not, Conſcience either. 
diſcovers it to be judged here,or T 
elſe bears witneſle againſt them Rom.2,1 Se 
at the Bar of Judgement bereaf- 
ter. But Conſcience wilk-do Juſtice in it's 
. Office; foric will excuſe if guiltleſſe, and 
bone teſtimony ro a mans ſim plicity and pode 
| | \: 
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Thus is the Kingdome of Heaven 1 you, 
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-60 'TheGoſpel's Hondur,and 
ly ſincerity, and upon every pious aCtion it 
miniſters joy to the Inner-man. I may adde 
the light of Nature, which I | C 
x Cor. 11.14, may call a help in this perſo» | 
nal Government, which in Þ '! 
| morall things will give information, and tell | 
a man of ſin, Theſe helps, with a mans Þ 
own endeavour, may ( by Gods bleſſings ) 
| come to ſet kis houſe in order. S 
| 2. By Direfios ; To givea mans ſelf up | ft 
| to be direRed and ctavght by the diftates of jj © 
! Gods holy Spirir, ſubmitcing || L 
| Iſa. 11.2, tothe Lawsand Oracles of the ij © 
| - Spirits adminiſtrations; ma- || E 
j king is Rules and Orders his firſt and chief. Þ| { 
| elt Councellors, giving heed þ P 
Pſa.119.24. to theamctions and preſfings | © 


of the ſp:rit,and to the direQi- | © 

on of che light within, For alchough ſome Þ )! 
i diſſenting friends may Idolize ir, yetI warn |} 1 
| the brethren that they no way deſpiſe it, bur |} 
obſerve Conſcience in it's Informations and || © 
Incourapgements, in it's Reproof, Recalls,and F 
Chidinps ; for Officer-like it praiſes for well þ F 

doing, and reproves and puniſhes for evill | h 

ating, Let Gods goodneſſe be admired in || Y 
aſligning ſuch helps for us, in ſetting ſuch h 
Iighrs in us,and Overſeers over us, to watch | c 


- for us, toltrive with us, to aſliſt and help us, 
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The Churches Ornament,” 
to govern our hearts and houſes when as we 


.cannot help our ſelves ; Ler theſe Lights and. 


Guides be conſulted with,and ſubmitred- to, 
well obſerving their Counſcll and Dire&tion + 
in order to a better Regulation, and char * S 
within the Precincts of this Perſonal Domi- ; 
nion. x I 
Beware of grieving and quenching the | 
Spirit, and of reſiſting and of- 
ſending Conſcience, and ex- Eph. 4. 305 


q tinguiſhing the light the » - 

Z Lord hath placed in us, but rather humbly | 

| to accept and reverently to 

| entertain the Lords Over- 1 Theſ.s. 1s) 


| ſeers, as the Lord welcomes 


& poor converted ſinners, even to affe& them, 7 


toimbrace them, to delight i in them, to hol? 


| nour them , bighly to prize them, tore-. 


4 


| Joyce in ther; and to be thankful for them... 
| Theſe things being well- obſerved , God-: 


might be mare glorified,” the heart berter 
commanded, and the Soul more rejoyced. 
Fora man to till his own ground is the beſts*; 


| Husbandry, anda man is ma diſcreet when 
| he is wiſe for Eternity. A mans chiefeſt ; 
| work is to tudy his own condition, to rake.: 

| himſelf co cure, and become his own Phyfiti-” A 


an. To conclude this point, let every 
Chriſtian take care ſor his ſouls nutriment,” 
VY 
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ir's holy Orhament, i*cs ſpiritual Content- 
ment, and eternal Prefermenr. 


3+ By Corretiwn, By aHMHicting, judging, 


andcorreQinga mans ſelf for good omitted, 
and for evill committed againſt a pracious 
and holy God, who waits to 


Fam, 4 9. 


to beat down and keep under 


I Cor, 9g, 27. the body,& bring it into fab- 


jeQion, and to exerciſe the | 
ſpiritual ſword, to revenge all diſobedience, | 
and pull down the ſtrong holds of fin ; ſub» | 
mitting te the guides in this-prime and more | 
private Kingdome ; and in all ſouls dangers | 
to take care to ingage their aſlitance, who {| 
will be faithfull for a mans ſecurity, ro ma- | 
nage the War againſt che ſpi- 
ritual enemy; and becauſe the | 
| heart 1s deceirfull and rrea- | 
chervus,8& will be ready to comply with-che'| 
Souls enemies, and ſo begertan inward and | 
home-bred war, which will grieve the Spirit, | 


Fer, I 7. 9+ 


diſquiet the Conſcience, darken the:Light, 


and endanger the Soul, Beware therefore 
Chriſtians, and endeavour to preventtheſe 


dangers : let every one ſtand upon thetr 
watches, The Chriſtians task is a double 


be gracious to do our Souls: 
good, and to reſiſt the moti- | 
ons of the fleſh ; andas the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


watch, | 
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watch, the one to keep the heart from extras” 
vagancies, andthe other ro keep - © & 
the enemy from approaches, as Pro,q,22,% 
the Wiſe man ſpeaks, above all, + 
keeping watch over the heart with all diligence, 
for if he take the heart,the Tower of the bo=z- 
dy, then will all be in danger co be yielde@ | 
. | to the power of the adverſary, and then he 
F will turn all members as Inſtrumentsto ſerve: 
| Iniquity, the foot to walk to do Impiety,the 
ears to bear Folly, the eyes to behold Vani- 
| ty, and the tongue to ſpeak corruptly. Thug 
{ fin when it's conceived in the womb of the, -- 
{ heart, and is nouriſhed and nurſed there, ir* 
Z time comes to look out at the windows of 
| the eyes, and breaks out at the door of the 
{ mouth, and ſo: brings all out of order, and 
| brings the ſoul into imminent danger ; fog 
| he that hath not rule over his i 
| own ſpirit is like a City with- Pro,25.29 
Z out walls, 4nd be that bridles = oe. 
jt 10t bas rogue, that mans Religion is vam ,, be, 
| des he lies open to be taKenand carried. 
| captive by the ſpiritual enemy, and ſo it- 
| danger of being inſlaved in everlaſting mtz,/ 


_ 


- 


4. By Proteft;on ; Keep thy ſoul with all 
diligence, for 'tisthe beſt policy for a man'ts' 
make proviſion for his ſouls ſecurity, wavyy 
eng. 
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64 TheGoſpel's Honour ond 
| che Name of God thy Caſtle 
of retreat, and his promiſes 
thy chief Tower and refuge 
of defence, take to thy ſelt all the armour of 
God, eſpecially the ſhield of 
Faich, and che Goſpel-ſword, 
I would have the Reader do 

In this caſe asa Prince had done for his own 

ſafety and proteRion, who kept his Souldi- 
--ers alwayes armed, being demanded why 


Dent, 4-9. 


Pre, 18. 10. 


which way, at whattime, and with wha: 
power the enemy Would come upon him ? 


who hath a precious ſoul co preſerve, and a 
politick &portent enemy to encounter with - 
| all, who ſometimes preſents guilded baits, 
| and beantifull tempcations to betray and in- 


fear and drive us from our faith and holy 


Epbeſ.6.11. 


us. ed and armed with fpicitual 


ly Graces and Soul-Treaſures and that's 
the cauſe the evill one is ſo frequent and vi- 
olent in their borders; for their own:-pro- 
: teRion, 


he did ſo, he replyed , How did he know | 


This may be ficly applyed by every Chriſtian | 


ſnarc innocent ſouls, and other times by dif-. 
mall Rormes and dreadfuli apparitions ta - 
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reſolutions, Chriſtians of all 
others had need to be furniſh-. 


. weapons, becauſe they are f 
the moſt provided and ſtored with Heaven. | 
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teRianzLer ChriſiansaA like Gariſon-men,* 

examine all that go and come, and like the * 
Temple-men,to let in the Holy, & keep ouc- 
the unclean, andalſo like the Sea-men, if the. 3 
Veſſell leak, they ſpeedily caſt it out again. " 

Be wiſe, and ſet a watch before the door of. 

the heart, and three outward guards at:the + 
ſeveral Ports, before the Mouth, the Eyes, ka 
and the Ears, that nothing be conveyed i inor .- 
our at theſe paſſages, that may prove the *.. 


| Souls deſtruQive enemies, For the more __ 
| certainty and better ſecyrity, obſerve theſe 
| ſhortRules, 


1. Get all things within into Order , © 


Peace, and Unity, for Concord and Unidy: x 
| like walkto a City. 


2. Ger thy ſelt ſtored. and armed with ſpix , . . 


ritual Artillery. 


3, Wait and watch the motions andaſ- 
ſaults of thy ſubrcill adverſary. 'S 
4. Manage with courage all Combats _ 
and Encounters to obtain the Conqueſt and - 
Victory, | | '7 
By Supplication ; By Verbal, Mentall, 


| and Cordial] Prayers,to ask with the mouth, 
& to ſeek with the heart, and knock 


by the hand of Faith, Let Gods Eph.6.19. * 

free grace, the prime and efficts _ :1 

ent Cauſe of all fafety and ſucceſle , be bumT + 
F 


bly F go 
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by admired, and thankfully acknowledged, 
and by a conſtant and fervent roy 
'the Throne of Grace for Gods bleſſing to 


ſeaſon and ſanGihe all — | 


Har 77. and endeavours. The effe- 

Ctnal and fervent prayer of a 
Righteous man availeth much , being mixed 
- with Faith, obtaineth Vertue and Power 


from God, to affiſt and us tv order and go- | 


vern our felves according to 


Tfa. 5. 16, bis Word, and that he would | 
be praciouſly pleaſed to ena- | 

ble and-quicken us to our duties, to teach us | 
to'humber our days, to improve us by. his þ 
Spirit, ſupply us with his Srace, relieve us| 
by bis power, protet us by his providence, | 
ro farmſh us with Might in the Inner-man, 
to know, our ſelves, to rule our own houſes, 

' ro command our own ſpirits,that we may bef 
patterns of Order and Government to o+|| 
rher believers, and that he would be intrea-| 7 


ced to fearn us ſpiritual Arc and holy Skill, toþ 


defend and ſecure our ſelves our. ſouls and| [ 
Soul-Treaſuresagainſt all the wiles and poli-| 


cies of our grand enemies, that having theſ 
Rule over our own ſpirit, we may be as him} 
that bach taken a City ,and obtained the Con- 
quelt. over the great Adverſary, and ſo by 
Gods grace we may be ſafely conduRed 
— 
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through all Combatrs and: Temiptations;;: 'atz4 
at lalt received into Everlaſting Manf' © - 
ons. 

6. By Excluſion; To exclude all fas 
Counſels, fooliſh conceits and vain' imagi- 
nations from the heart, and to 
baniſh all lurking luſts and ab- Epheſ. 4. 3 
ſurd prerences from the Court 2% © f ,, 
of the Inner-man; Burt'ino 
der to the Executing ptediog this good 
Work, let every ſoul apart call and keepa 
private and particular- Court within the li- 
mits of his own perſonal dotninion,- and ler 
this judgement be holden as Gods ſpirithath 
given Charge and Commiſſion, and ſo toes - 
erciſe the power of a juſt and righteous BY, 
verntnent,and to bring every wordand aq , 
on into judgement : and becauſe the heart 
is deceitfull and will oft-times diſguiſe'it ſelf, 
and evade the truth, and is full 
of windings and curnings, and Pro,19. 21. 
falſe pleadings. Let every one | 
rake an exaQ and legall way of tryall, and 
a (tri& and formal way of Judgement, and 
ſo proceed ro Examination , 

Probation, Condemnation and Pre, 28.20. | 

Execution - and let all be done 

according to Law ard Truth, For aan 

may do Injuſtice upon himſelf : Ler Con- 
F.2 ſcience 
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ſcience fit as Judge, for Conſcience will ſide 
with the Lord, and judge for God and for 
the ſouls good. Let the pure Law of God 
conteined in his Word bethe Ruleto pro- 
ceed by; letthe knowing and underſtanding 
part be the witneſſes to give in the teſtimo- 
ny to every aRion, and againſt every Cir- 
cumftance of evill: doing ; let all the facul- 
ties of Soul and body be as Jurors, and call in 
every miſcariage to make up the clearneſſe 
of the Evidence, which is the ground and 
Suide of Juſtice, -- Let the Law and the Of« 
fence be equally compared, and neither bo- 
ſome nor ſecret fins be reſpe&ed , that the 
Old man with bis deeds may be caſt and con- 
demned, and the body of fin executed and 
deſtroyed, and buried in the grave of Obli- 
viongnever to bave any more Reſurrection 
Either to diſquiet our peace here , or to 
evidence againſt us hereafter, knowing 


1 Cor,11,31. 


and ſin no more, for behold the great Judge 
ſtands before the door. 
| 7. By Execution, To put perſonal Diſci- 
Pline into due Execution, without which all 
. iS 


tbe terrour of the Lord moves | 
me to be earneſt to perſwade: 
For if we would judge our ſelves,we ſhould 
not be judged of the Lord, neither condemn- | 
ed with the World. Letus therefore beware | 


| rule his own houſe, how ſhould he take care 


The Churches Orament 
is nothing, for praQtice is the life of the | 
Law, for if the praRick part be negleRed; 
the: bleſſing will not be obtained, and that 
becauſe the condition is unperformed, Let 
all perſons learnto command and rule them: 
ſelves,and eſpecially Superiours, who ſhould 
command and rule others, For if a maſt 


\ knows not how to command himſelf, how 


ſhould he command Inferiours; and as th. 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, If a man knows not how © 


l 


| the Church of God? According to the ol; | - 


ſaying, If every man would rightly ordet* 
and govern one, 'cis the ready way to res * 


| form the whole Congregation. Ihope the 


| words [I bave written touching perſonal Re= 
{ gulation will not be thought ſo In pertinent, 


but that they being timely applyed & ſutabty. 


| improved, may tend to the furthering and e-; 


1 have been ſpeaking of ſome particulars 
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ſtabliſhing a Righteous Government.And ag | 
rouching the governing a mans life, ſo rib: 
would adde a few words by way of Remem- 
brance what is to be ſer in order ator before _ 
a mans death, I will ground my ſpeech up. 
on the words of the Prophet 
Iſaiah to King Hezetkiah, who Iſas. 38. 1, 
was commanded to ſet his | 
Houſe in order becauſe he ſhould not live 
F 3 but 
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butdye : we being all under the ſentence of 
Mortality , become concerned 'to ſet our 
houſes in order ſpeedily. Doubtleſle as He. 
zekiah wasa King,he was under a great care 


ro ſet and leave things in order within his 


dominion, and as he was head ofa Family to 
ſet things in order within his Family-Juriſ- 
dion, and as he was a ſervant and child of 
God to ſer his accounts in order according 


to his Will and Word; ſo is every Chriſti- | 


an concerned within the compaſſe of his 
place and-power, as he may have the charge 
of a Congregation or the charge of a Fami- 


ly and the charge of his own ſoul, to dif- | 
charge our truſtand do our duty, and fo ſet | 
our houſe in order before we dye. Heztki-| 


ah*s pattern is a.Sood precedent for every 
mans direQion ta prepare our reckoning, to 
form and preſent our accounts. Mark well 
"7 what he faith, in Verſe the 
Iſ4.38.3. 


'1s buta brief and ſhort breviate, bur it con- 
tains an exce[lent and full account. 1. I have 
not taſked, but I have walked nor before 0- 
thers but before thee, nor in Error but in 

es : Truth, 


third , in giving up his Ace} 
| counts to the Lord, ſaying, 
I. 1 have walked before thee in trutk , 2, And 
bave done that with a perfeft heart ; Third-| 
ly, And that which « good in thy fight, Thisf 
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with a double and impure heart, bur with a 
upright and perfe& heart, 3. He doth not 
ſay he would and will do, bur I have done, 
not that wbich is vain,but that which i is good; 
not in the ſight of men, hut in the fghrt of 
Gad. To be ſhort, let theſe words be laid 
toheart z For Godis exa&and * 
will view every mans Account, 2 Cor. 5-10, 
for w2 muſt-al] appear at the © © | 
Judgement Seat , See that ye have prepared - 
a Sood account ro preſent inthe day of Ac- 
| counts, 2. As every Chriſtian is td. or | 
things in order to account with 
God, ſo heis to leave behind Rom.1 4.12. 
;- | him ſome examples of Piety to | | 
yÞ tlie World, that his orderly life, zeal for ; 
off godlineſſe, and his aRts of chariry, when be | 
1 is no more, may perfume bis memory, and: | 
ef be like Abel; Sacrafice, to ſpeak after he 
cold dyes, and may be worthy of Imication to | 
sf Church-family, and Neighbour: hood Nati-, | 
a1 On. 3. As rouching temporal ſubſtance; | 
d-# thatthe Lord bath made a man Maſter of, | 
is) or rather Steward over. He is likewiſe ro ; 
n-& ſetin order to diſcharge his place and Stews = 
veſt ard-ſhip faithfully , thac he. may have peace 
o-f) when heis called to dye. To diſpoſe and 
divide his wordly goods and earthly poſlefi- 
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ons timely and equally, agreeable to the i 
Righteous rules of Religion: and the beft 
principles of Equity and Reaſon , both to 
Yoke-fellow and Poſterity; or for any 0- 
ther for whom he may be intruſted or obli- 
| ed, cicher to widdows. or to fatherlerleſſe, 
and both towards God & men to diſcharge a 
good conſcience. 4. To conlider and ponder 
well to ſettle all things ſo ſtraight and juſt 
between them that may prevent all future 
| ſtrife & diſcord among them; that none may 
jultly ſay when he is gone, he. is the man that 
did,or cauſed this or that wrong : this being 
Religiouſly obſerv*d,many injuries & quar- 
rells would be prevented, and fo peace and 
love may be preſerved. 5. If any one 
ſhall be like to depart this preſent life, poſ: 
ſeſt of this Worlds goods, and hath no natu- 
ral Heirs or near Relations : let him not for- 
Set but remember to communicate to the 
poor Chriſtians, let them make the Dex- 
cons of the Churches their Overſeers, and 
the poor Saints their Executors, Let all re- 
member, but ſuch in a ſpeciall manner ; Or 
_ elſe to. bequeath his Wealth and Treaſures 
to ſome pious and publick ſervices, in ſo do- 
ing they will honour their Profeſſion, and 
lay up for themſelves a good foundation a- 
Sainſt the time to come. 


Some 
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Some may think Iam out of the way in 
leaving.the Churches and turning into Fa. 


milies, and creating with particular perſons, . 


Let chem know I have been in the Churcheg 
ſervice, attending and inſtructing Church- 
members apart in their own houſes, and ta 
inſtru& them in their Family-duties and 
Church-Orders ; Inciting them and exhors 


. ting them to prepare their Children and Ser- 


vants for members to people the Churches. 


ES ene” " 


6. The true Order and right manner of the 
E xeention of Church Gevernment. 


Uſlice and Judgement are the ſubſtantial 
parts of Church government, Juſtice is 
a great word, and the aQion is a 


| ſhoulder work, and beinginit's Jſas, 9.7. 


Execution, carries a great commendation. 
It advanceth Chriſts Honour, promotes 
Truchs Credit, renowns Cbriſts Churches; 
It breaks Sathans deſigns, promotes good 
Cauſes, prevents and diſturbs evil! inſtru». 
ments, and rejoyces Chriſts innocent ſefr- 
vants, In my further proſecution of this 
_— I would obſerve this following 6tr- , 
er.3 - bY 
1. What Juſtice and Diſcipline is in it ſelf. 

2+ Whar 
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Whar, or Moy are © the offenders upon 
cy itis to beexecuted. 

3. What isto be underſtood and obſerved e 
init's proſecution. h 

4. Whac priviledges are to be maintain. 
edin Chriſts Congregation, 

What diſorders are to be prevented, 
correRed and removed. 

6. Some branches of Injuſtice and op- 
preſſion to be avoided, 

7; How the Exccution it ſe!f thonld be 
rightly performed. 

Firſt, What Juſtice is; it conſiſts of theſe 
general parts: an Offender, an Executio- 
ner, a Law, anda penalty, Juſtice in it's 
Execution is, when a faithfull power ſhall 
inflit puniſhment upon a convicted Offen- 

'der, conſonant to the true intent of the Law 
in that caſe provided ,and the Execution per- 
formed without delay or partiality. 

2+ Whar are the Offenders and offences 
againſt whom Juſtice is to be executed, Firſt, 
There are private faults and offences that are 
committed between Brotherand Brother: in 

which caſe the injured or offen- 
| AMat.,15, dedbrotheris to tell his brother 
| offending, of his fault berwixt 
| 'them alone; If he hear not; take one or 
two more, If he neglect to hegr them teſti IC 
| ro 
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to the Church, if he negle@to hear thei, . 


then let the Church do their duty,and purge: 


themſelyes of. ia1quity ; For as a man will. 
haſten to purge poyſon ourof his body cor- 


poral, much more ought Chriſtians to purge. 
{in out of the body ſpiritual ; Bur if thy bro- 
ther hears thee and repents of the evill 
heartily, thou oughteſt ro forgive him free- 
ly, fully and perpetually. Bur if it ſhall 
bappen that any two perſons ſhall oppoſe 
each ,other , in and about a 


matter and fault committed, Foſh.7.18, 


and have no other witneſſe bur 

themſelves, and there can be neither pun= 
Qual nor circumſtantial proof made to de- 
cide the controverſie ; then doubtleſſe 'cis 
the Churches duty and liberty to make their 
humble appeal to the God of 

Heaven, by caſting lots, and Prov.g. 18. 

making ſerious ſupplications Prov.16. 13e 
tohim, that he would be plea- : Aﬀs 1.26. | 


| ſed ro order and diſpoſe of 


the lot for their dire&ion, to ſhew which 
of thoſe two was the ouilty perſon : and 
when the Lord hath diſcovered him, let the 


Church do their duty that concerns them. , 24H 
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Concerning RESTITUATION. 


F an Offender do confeſlſe his fault, and 
promiſe an amendment, let ,him make 
Reſticution for that wrong he 

Ex0d.22. hath done. For as it isa great 
12, part of Juſtice, ſo *cisa very ne- 
ceſſary part of Repentance; for 

it repayes 2 juſt recompence for injuries 
done, and *cisa very great deſtruQion to ſin. 


How can a man expet his ſin 
Fad. 1. 7: 
| wrohg he hath done be repair- 
ed, or that be reſtored which he bath unju- 
ſly rook and wrongfully detained. Doubr- 


lefſe if a man injure his brother in body, 


pouts or good name, he ſtands bound in 


Juſtice to make him reaſonable Reſtitution, 


and this is congruous with Gods righteous 


Law of Retaliation ; For oftimes Juſtice re- 


quits and infli&s puniſhment in 
the ſame AR in which a man 
hath ſinned, This alſo concurs 
with the Law Chriſt hath given, which ſaith, 
Ineffet, whar meaſure a man meaſures to 


anotherin ſin, the ſame ſhall be meaſured to. 


Con- 


bim in puniſhment back again, 


ſhould be pardoned, before the Þ 


Concerning Hereticks. 


An Heretick,after the firſt and ſecond ad. 
d Ermonition reje& or caſt away; becauſe o 
© corrupted perſon may corrupt the MM 
e whole body, being one that is Tzrc 3. 
c Eperverted or willingly turned a= 10, 1x. 
ſide from the Truthz an Aqor 
of Sexts, or maintainer of a falſe belief, and 
bath ſubverced ar overthrown himſelf ;. re- 
jeting the true Religion, and ſo becomes 


an inſtrument of his own condemnation, 


Concerning dealing with publick, Of= . 


« fenders, 


Such as fin openly are to be rebuked pub. 
lickly, and the Church is to withdraw 
from every one that walks diſ- 
orderly, that he may be aſha- x Tim. 5. 
med of his Iniquity, and 20. 
that every particular ad- 2 The, 3.6, 
monition and publick with- 14: 
drawing may put others in 
fear and be as a general warning. Now- 
touching ſuch ſinners mentioned in the Fifch, 
of the. Corrathians ; Thereis ſome ſmall dis 
ſtance berween ſome faithfull Chriſtians;z 
= Whether 


a” ww w@S WE md _ * WW) wh md wo 


The Charches Ornament, 4 © 


58 © gheGuſpel's Honour;and 


Whether ſuch offenders there noted may 


be received into Communion if they be pe- 
njtents ſome judging, if they repent they 
may be received, others judging, although 
they do confeſſe their fin, yer the Church 
ought ro withdraw from them. I confeſſe 
they plead reaſon on both ſides. One al- 
ledging thus, That if that end be already 
accompliſhc for which the Ordinance of Ex- 
communication was appoinred; what need 
or reaſon is there the perſon ſhould be ex- 
cluded? Others reply, If the ſinner be not 


ſpeedily ſentenced, the Church will be lea. 


vened, and that for ſuch publick and ſcandz- 
lous fins, by which Godis ſo highly diſho 
nored. and the Church ſo greatly reproach. 
ed, The Church cannot be purged untill 
the guilty perſon be puniſhed. - 

© Chriftian Reader, AS touching this mat- 


ter, I will preſume to take the place ofa| 


Moderator ; for I have heard the queſtion 
debated among able men, who in the main 
agree and deſign the ſelf ſame thing, there's 
only a form of words berwixt them, - both a- 
Sree the ſinner ſhall be called into queſtion: 


The one admoniſhes him for his evill in the 


Name of the Lord; The other paſſeth a 


ſentence againſt him by the power of the} 


fame Lord, both rebuke the perſon” for 
the 
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the wickedneſſe done, both bear their teſti-' 
mony 2gainſt the crime, in order te clear the 


Church of his Tranſgreſfion ; both diſ-pri- 
viledge the Tranſgreſſor of Communion, 
uncili he appears a truly humbled perſon, 
and gives the Congregation full ſatisfaRion : 
ſo chatir; truth upon the whole matrer there 
is no material ſubſtance that's worthy. to 
bear the name ofa difference ; ſo that for 
my own part, for peace ſake, I could conſent 
either wayes ; provided the beſt care be.ta- 
ken by all that are concerned, That Gods 
Honour be preſerved, all ſcandall be- remp- 
ved, the Truths Innocency delivered, and 
the Churches Reputation vindicated; _ «: ; 


3. What is tobe underſtood and obſerved 
in the prroſecation of Diſcupline 


Irſt, There is ſteps and Circumſtances to 


. beobſervedin reproving,; 1, Timely, 


2. Aﬀecionately. 3. A private faulr pri- 
vately. 4. Todelign the reſtoring the ſins 
ner from iniquity. Concerning Excommu- 


nication, [et this order be obſerved. 1: Let 
it be done in Chriſts Name and Authority. ' 


2, See that ſinner be convicted: legally. 


3, Let the Counſell and Bleſſing of God be 
\ ſought _ 


A 7, + $:S w 


Circumſtance, they are ofc-timcs re jeed,in- 


ſaith, He would pur his Pro- 
Eccleſ.12.9. verbs in order, In all Gods 
former ſervices about the Ark, 
Alter and SanQtuary, the Lord preciſely re- 
-. quired all perſons to atcend reſpeQively their 


Offices and places, and char all things ſhould Þ 


exactly be ſer In order and appointed to their 
ſeveral uſes; and for the breach 

iChr.19.13, in Order, the Lord in his an- 
+#- gercauſed ſome deeply to ſuf- 

fer. The Apoſtle Pay ſpeaking of Churche 
aſſemb.ing,and about Propheſying,and touch- 
ing the Lords Supper, he ſums up all with 


this 


Read of being accepted, for *cis evident God | 
requires equal ſubmisfion to order as he doth þ 
to the dury it ſelf, The Wiſe man Solomen | 


1 | this charge, Ler all hr gs be | 

> | done decently and in order. 1C0r,14- 40. 
f | The ſame Apoſtle beholds, 

« | rejoyceth, commends, and praiſes the order 
- | ofthe Coloſiavs, Doubtleſs there ought to 
© | bz ſome method 1n Preaching - *Tis great 

© I picty chatdivine and pure matter ſhould want , 

+ | its beauty and ornament of form and order. - 

ef St. Paul commands Timothy to nd) to ſhew | 

Cl himſelf a wor kman, rightly dividing the Word 

- of erutch, There is a Rule to be obſervedin_ 
d ÞÞ hearing ; boo to: hear. 2, At-" 
- Þ cention in hondns Meditation after . 
1 Bf hearing. 4. 155. "E-a before and after ' 
1 Þ a bleſsing. There are ſteps and degrees in - 
» | believing-s I, The faith of credence. | 
* Þ 2.: Thefaich of adherence. 3. The falth of 
s Þ endurance. 4. Of Redfalt reliance. A' | 
» || Rule to be obſerved in ſuffering, :1+-To / 
* Þ havea good cauſe. 2, A right call. 3. A. 
£ Þ good conſcience. 4. A pur 'e end. To. be | 
d Þ ſhore, there ought, to: be an order: in-all 
I | ob2 >dience, in reſpec of matcer, manners. 
b Þ end, and circumance ; - for the rihaoins 
- | Godas tcuely-punithes for the breach of or-!; 
- | der, as hedorh for neolet of ſervices. As” 


» }| order is the ornament of profeſsion, ſo I may;. ,_ 
* || call irche maſter-piece of Religion, for both” 
h | Gods precepts for ic, and puniſhments upon. 
$ G che. 
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the negleQ of it, witneſs the ſame. There 
ought to be aſtri& order in the commemora- 


tion of the Lords Supper,even | 


x Cor.11.,28, to hold and Eeep it with ſuch 
obſervation, as may an{wer to 


che firſt inſtitution, and in preſuming to. 


come to ſuch hely Myſteries, there ought to 
be great heart-preparations, and ſelf exami- 


nations; t, In unity of heart, judgement, . 


and affteRtion, 2. 1n purity of life and con: 
verſation, 3. Reverently, as being at che 
Table and 1n the preſence of 


Pſal. 85,11, the God of Heaven. 4 Ha- | 


 ving an eye to the end, 
which is the victory Chriſt hath obtained for 
every Chriſtian, $5. To a& in charity, and 


freely, becauſe love was the firſt cauſe of our 


felicity, 6. Rejoycingly, as men having 


incereſt in che ſpirityall conqueſt over out 


fouls adverſary, and as men purchaſed from 
everlaſting miſery, -, Thankfully, humbly 
accepting, reverently and chearfully embra- 
cing, and with chankfulneſs parcaking of | 
thoſe ſoul-benefits, conveyed and received 
10 that Admiviftracion, 


S$S ABBATH. 


—_ 


SABBATH. 


Ome brief Rules fer thz better order and / /;: 
XJ > Sg obſervation of the Lords Day, or Firſt, *. 
\ | Day Sabbach: Or if 1 may not call it a Sab- 
| bath: Iknowno reaſon; But 'F 
it the Fews were obliged ro Dext. 5: 1 5, 
keep a Sabbath in remem- Co/.1.12,134 
\ | brance of a temporall delive- + 
| rance; from tempozallbondage, Chriſtian! 
ſhould be much more bound to oblerveadayy - 
as ſtrict as a Sabbach, in memoriall and: re: 
memb:ance of their ſpiricuall and eternall: 
deliverance , from ſpirituall and etetnally 
bondage. For doubtleſs Chriſtians are at: _} 
oreat loſſes, becauſe of ſo much remiſneſs' 
and want of ftrictneſs in the Firſt Dayes fſet-;  _ 
vice. Firſt, Then let the Lords People he: . 
ficring betimes upon the Lords Day, -called 
ſo by way of Eminepcy ,. bavine a greatet. ' © 
' work to do than on other days.a workatrends > = 
edeither with greater bleſſings, if religiouſly 2 
performed, or with greater damages, if neg+% 
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le&ed or mifimproved. Secondly, Let 
them make ſcrious preparation, remembtiny 
. | whoſe ſervice it is, and into whoſe preſence... _ 
they came z confideriiz well what they go 

Tu G 2 | abour, 


2a The Giſpet's ona 


about, and how neatly ir reſpes their eter- 
nall Eſtate. Thirdly, When they 
'Eccleſ.5.1. comme 1hto the Church Afﬀem- 
s bly, ler them atrend diligently, 

and behave , themſelves reverently, and that 
before the Lord, with due and humble re- 
ſpe& to the adminiſtration and Majeſty of 
che Word. Fourthly, Let them with all 
watchfulneſs and holy indignation, ftrive to 
avoid thoſe unſeemly and uncomely bzhavi- 
ours, .tempers and geſtures of lukewvarmnelſs, 
coldneſs , drowhie | , heavy, and dull and 


ſleepy cartiages in Gods Divine ſetvices, | 


which is diſhonourable co their perſons, and 
alſo unproficable ro their ſouls.  Fifthly, 
Ler them Meditare upon what they have 
heard.;. For although the Lords People of the 
Cangregationall Way, are neceſſitated to 


rake the molt pains co bear the Word, in re-f 


ſpec of diſtance of place , yer chey bave 


o 


one ptiviledge, being improved may yeeld 


ſome * 61a having a fir opportunity to 
megitare as they 8 20 aſunder, or to make re- 


petition, as they. waik rogether. Sixthly,} 


To pray thar the Preachers heart may b2.in- 


larged, and his rongue unlooſed, .co ſpeak} 


that which 1s ſound, profitable, arid ſcaſona- 
ble. for their conditions 3 and when they 
have heard, co pray that the proce Word 
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The Churches Ornament. 


may be bleſſed and ſanRified to their ſouls, 
char by ir they may be beneficed and profired,. 
Seventhly, To fair up each other to a berrer 
zeal, even to their firlt love, and to.do their 
firlt works, and in a more ftri& ſence and ex- 
att manner, more religiouſly to regard fo, 
keep and canRific a Day co the Lord, 'by 1- 
proving the whole Day in holy Fzerdiſe, es. 
cher in Praying, Reading, Heating , Con- 
ferring, Or Medirating, 2nd to lay afide all 
ſuch talk and occaſions, as elther reſpe(* 
Scate, Matters, or any Secular Concern. 
ments, and keep your ſelves thar;Day t\. 


| Works of Piety, Mercy, Charity, and. Net 


ceſfity, If theſe Circumſtances were bu+ 
reli. iouſly regarded and carefully obſeryed .; 
1. Gods Honour would bz more advanced, 
the Lords Day bercer improved, the peoples 
ſouls more. edliied , truth an1 profeſſion 
more crediced, much needleſs diſcourſe Pre». 
vnted, Sarans de ſfien more weakened, thzjr 
endeavours would bz more certainly blefled, 
and their dayes work more fully re 
warded. 

There is an order to be obſerved in ds. 


| bates ,and diſcourſes, which bzin o diſcreet]. FL 


manage, may ten to profit kl b:nefr; 
But beware of anger, which I may call. the 

ſouls feaver, and cauſes the rongus.to. maki: 

G 3 Igre': - 
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digreſsion, and to exceed the bounds of moe 
derarion. Let this Rule be taken ; ro ſpeak 


«ee 
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one by one, ſhort, mareriall, | 

Tam.1.26, andplain, as He that bridles not 
his to:gae his Religion i wvam: 

So the. well governing of the rongue, is a 
good degree of Religion, and deſerves the 
honour of a good cotnmendation. One by 
one, to preſerve order, matertall, to have 
the weight of reaſon, plain, to belp the un- 
derſtanding ; ſhort, to help che memory, 
I have obſerved a diſtinion ;, a man may 
have witand yet want wiſdome : Knowledee 
Is the tteaſure of the mind, but diſcretion isÞ 
the key, I may call the congue the hearts 
meſſenger, and as off as it ſpeaks without me- 
diration, goes without its errand , if not 
without reaſon. Some are ſo improvident 
in their words, and ſo extravagant of their 
underſtanding, that they can neither con- 
ceal it, norknow well toimprove it, but in- 

conſiderately lay it our, that it returns them 
damage and not profit. Every 

Prov.17.28. one hath a double kfſon to 

learn, one to know how to ſpeak, 

another to know when to hold his rongue,| 

If ſuch Rules were put into practices, it 

would cauſe men toſpeak to purpoſe, or ell 

ſpare their ſpeeches: For a word þ , 
Va PRE 
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ſpoken in uts —— Sod ho & Prov. 5.1H 
like apples of gold un piBures f j b 
| /lver, 5 Þ 
ot | - Laſtly, Under your correAion, I now fy 
;: | tender my private opinton wouching the i& /-5 
2 | admisfen of penicent perſons, that baite” 
ie | been under Excommunication, I have 
thought there is ſome obſervati- 
ef ontobetaken, from the Lords Lk, 24. 
a- | receiving of the prodizal ſon, 
y, bac ſome ſolemnity and form of ſoeech may 
yl Þ= uſed co declare ic, andto have as publicka 
conſent to his abſolution, as there was at hig 
jeſs excluſion, and as the Parable ſoeaks, to int 
red brace chem, and to rejoyce wich them, 
ef cauſe they were loft, but now found, an] 
of wandered from the Lord, but are now recure 
ned ©d. Andas the Apolile ſpeaks 4 
ill concerning the Inceftuous Co-. 2 Cor,z. 7.8. . - 
n- rinthianghe « exhorrs the Congre- 
nj gation to coniider his remorſe and contriti-. 8 | 
nf} on, toforgive him, comforc him,. and.coti> <3 : 
rfl firm their love to him. And there isgood 3 
rot Teaſon they ſhould give thanks to God for 
{| them, for hearing their prayers. for them, 
ef for bleſſing the Ordinance. executed again ; 
| them, for recovering the finners our' oft oY 
king!/ome of Saran, and re-entering the 
Into the priviledges of his Congre a 
ton. G 4 Fourthfy.,"- -: 
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Fourthly, What Prigiledges are to be main- 
rained 1 i Chrijts Congreg + UT 04, 


'Icſ, We may ſay 1n this Caſe of Privi- 
Iedees, as Solomon ſpeaks in his Pro- 
vs” Let zone rYemwve the Land-marhks 
which our Forefathers or Elders have ſet . 
concerning Churches Rights and Priviledges, 
which we ateto preſerve as a matter of mo- 
ment, which 1s part of Goſpell-Ocder and 
Church-Government. 1, - Tonching El- 
ders and Superiors, they are honoured and þ 
priviſedoed with the Offices of Miniſters and 


Stewards, acknowledged by the Lord to be 


over his Family and Houſhold, 2. They 
haye the priviledge to forbear working with. 


"their hands, eſpecially ſuch as labour? in the 


publick Miniſtery, who are to give them- 


ſelves wholly unto ſuch chings. 3. They 


have the priviledge t ro command 


.IT5,4.15, others, and others are com- 


manded to obey. them ., provided 
all things be done according to Chrifts Larvs 
oven chem. They oughr not to be Ie- 
buked as others, bur have the priviledee to be 
entreated ag Fathers. 5o For cheir works 
lake and Goſpell-labour, chey - ought to be 
much 


much reſpeaed i in love, 56 conical hor | 
thy of double honour, 6. The © Chute, 7 
- | ought not to receive an accuſation againſt - 
them, unler two or three witneſſes, doubts 
leſs b-cauſe the truth is ſo much concernes, 
- & in their reputations, and repute and cred}; 
- | being the life of ſpiritual imployments 
sÞ 7. 'Tis alſo their priviledge to be high[* 
eſteemed, encouraged, and rewarded, acco,, 
p ding as the Lord bath oven diretion al 
- commanded, 
d Secondly, The Priviled es of the mem» 
- i bers. 1. As members ought ro acknow- 
df ledge Officers in their Priviledves, ſo Offi- 
aſl cers 5 ought in their places, to preſerve an) 
e 
y 
b 
c 


ſecure the Priviledges of the members. Te: £ 
people of God have a com- EL. 
. mon righr and equall propri- 1 Cor. 3, 21,2)! » 
ety in the wiſdome, oifts,and Dl 
- graces, which the Lord barh oiven to' bs © 
0 Miniſters. For as Panl, eApolls, and Cerhab, E 
1 are reckoned within the Sainrs Inventory, £23 2 
- | theyare become obliged freely to disburſe® 
1 fpirituall Treaſures : By vertue of an intereſt, 7. 
s| che Saintsmay claim it as their rizhc and1e\ EY 
gacies., Inthis Caſe the People + 4 
2reproprierors, and their Mint- R:m:1. nf oy 
ſters as debtors : For as the Lord - 8 
hath been pleaſed to furniſh his Miniſtets 
wih 


ws CY oa UÞ 9 


with heavenly riches -and graces, ſo he hath 


commanded: his Miniſtering Servants, to 


beftowy and improve ſuch gifts for the benektr | 


of the Churches. 

Secondly, Another Priviſedge as belongs 
of righrto Church-members, 1s co have their 
 partand equall ſhare in all GoipeJ.advanta- 
28s, and holy myſteries, even in that ſolemn 
and ſacred adminiſtration of participating, 
and havinz communion togecher in the 

Lords Supper, in the ſerious 
2 Cor.11.28. commemoration of the Lords 
Death and Paſs1on. Butler all 


that preſume to bs Communicants at the | 


Lords Table, examine themſelves, an4 
make judgement firſt whether they diſcern 
the Lords Body, and ſo come wotthily, un» 
derſtanding his Reall, Myticall, and Repre- 
ſentative Body. | 
-* Thirdly, "Tis the members Right and Pri- 
viledge, to have their yoice in eleQing their 
Overſeers and Officers that are 
AT 6.3,5. to be ſet over them, and allo 1n 
the degrading or excluding any 
perſon in Office among them ; upon which 
ſolemn occaſions they ought to be acquaint- 
ed, that the matcer may he freely and gene- 


rally voted, that no members may complain | 


of being diſpriviledged ; and good reaſon for 
| it, 


i. - «..ca 


ir, becauſe __ arc tobe as Fathers co ade} 
care and feed them, and to provide the; ! 
ſouls fgod, in order rotheir ſpyricuall i intet ; 
eſt and everlaſtins g00d. 

zs Fourthly, aTis doubtleſs the Brethredls 
It Priviledge, cohave the knowledge of reciev- 
- I ing or excluding any member or members, 
no into or out of commmunion with them ,eſpes 
2: cially in doubrfull or difficult Caſes, becauſe 
© they are to be or not to be mem» /\ #Z 
SW bers of the ſame body , and to 1Cor, $4.) \ | 
Is have fellowſhip with them in 

IN the ſame holy myſtety , and if there be any 
c | ſincontraRted, elther In denying, recieving 
1H dgetainine, or excluding any perſon, the evil 
ny may reflect upon the whole Congreghe 
- BE tion. | 
n Fifchly, Another Priviſedee is, If any_ } 7: 
| & Brother bath any injury offered him, Ur /] 
- & wrong done him,- he ought to bring it leoal 5 y 

i rtotheChurch, and there claim hi J Privited:s 

© | to be heard and relieved, and to call f6r 

1 juſtice to be execured. Then *cis the ' 

4 Churches duty to proceed, and do them 


equity, conſonant to that 200d 

ancient Rule of doing as 2man Aat,S. Joe 

would be done by , and that 

without delay and pattiallity, that while we 

are complaining for want af juftice from * 
| <cheis, 
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9g TheGoſpels Hondnr,and = 
others, we may not negle& ro do/juſtice in 
the Churches, E | : 


Stxrhly, Such among the Lords People as | - 


are juſtly poor, being of the body, have a 
rightto be relieved in their outward neceſsi- 
ty : for as there isa right of 
propriety, ſo there is a right 
of charity 3 'tis the Lords 
Rent-caarge, the Poors due, an4 the Church- 
es duty. There are ſome unjuſtly poor, 
who areeicher idle perſons, or led through 
th-1r luſts into poverty 3 others by mans op- 
preſsion are brought into penury ; there are 
ſom2 impotear poor, ſo naturally; and 
there are the Lords poor, who become 
ſo through the - conſequences of Chriſtia» 
nity. 

Seventhly, There is another Priviledge 
that bzlongs to Chriſtians : Thar if any Per- 
ſon or Pariy in a Congrezation, ſhould vert- 
ly judge and abſolurely believe, they were 
oppreſied and over-rulcd by the reſt of the 


Heb.13.3. 


\ Congregation, in any cale 6: controverſie, 


that ic amounts to high 
contention and diſputati- | 
: on, after all chriftianand 
ſerious means uſed; he or they may make 
their bumble appeal, ro ſom: other Church 
in the'ſame Faith 3' and if the caſe be very 

| . weighty, 


Dent.1 7.$,9,10. 


means ſchiſme may be pre- Att 15. 2. 


2. yy wu V 


weiohry, then to have recourſe to- hands: 
nerall Aſſembly, that by all 


vented, and peace and con- Li 
cord preſerved. 1Y 
To conclude theſe things* There are 0- 
ther Rights, Immuniries, : and Priviledoes, 
that of r3ghr appertain to- Church- Members, 
that if any y have a oift in Prayer, 
or by way of Exhorcation to x Pet. 4. 10, 
have his ſeaſonable time of hber= 
ty, forthe exerciſe of his gift, and to- ha... ; 
encouragetnent 'in'ſo'good a work. Mot: + 
over ; if any are under temptation', '!; 
wounding of ſpirit, ſickneſs of body, 'or at * 
other zaMiRions, he may and ought to bay# 
recourſe to the Miniſters, and to ask _” ( 
ſell and affiftance of the Elders, - 
or to call for them to be their Fam. 5. 14 
vifitants;and the Elders ought to 
attend chem, in waitin” -upen theit Jockey 
by Prayers, Inftru&t on, or any other: ſervi- 
ces, wherein''Chrifts Miniſters are obiiged, 
and become concerned, as they are ſpir-ruall 
ouides, and Goſpel- Phyſicians, Thas 'we 
may both'learn and diſcern the great Privi- | 
ledees, thar pertain to ſuch as belong 'to 
Goſpel- Churches ; ro have inter "in fuck 


Proviſions and advantages, and all within 


them- 


oy 


| themſelves, under Chrifts government and 
ddminion, and within their owa limits and 
juriſdi&ion, where all rights and proprieties 
are equally to be diſtributed, their ſouls duely 
nouriſhed, their temptations conſidered, 
burdens removed, their bodies healed, their 
poverty ſupplied, their injuries redrefled, 
and cheir priviledges maintained, and their 
cauſes heard, and contentions derermined, 
Thus ought Chriſtians to have things com- 
mon, in the ſpirituall Commonwealth and 
holy Nation, and co maintain a free fellow- 
ſhip and communion both in priviledges and 
ſufferings. Thetruth is, the charge of theſe 
things chiefly reſpe&s Officers, to whom the 
[' Church hath committed her power, and 
"i upon whom they have caft the burden of their 
ji {p/ cares who ought as inſtruments un the name 


h 7, {./) ſothey-ought co 3 fairhfull according to his 


lord{hip,co uſurp authority, ſo they ought not 
ro deface and diminiſh ought of Chriſts 'or 
his Churches power and dignity : For if our 
Lord died to-enter the goverament, and our 
hberties and priviledges were purchaſed at ſo 
, dear a tate, and now committed co the w_ 


of Chriſt, with the Churches conſent, to cx» 
Ul! erciſe the ſeverall parts and offices of Go» 
Wl \/> vernment; andasthey are intruſted by God, | 


Word3 and as they ought not to exerciſe | 
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1d || of the Churches, there is a great obligation. 
nd | lyes upon the Congregation, to ſee thar 


es | theſe things be carefully maintained, and. 
ly | conitantly preſerved , and eſpecially ſuch as' 
are in publick cruft, co improve theirplaces, 
ic} and diſcharge good conſciences, tobe a juſt; 
defence to all perſons in cheir ſpuituall rights. 
and immunities, that there may be no juſt 
_ of complaints inall our fireers or bat- 
ers, 


_ 


Fifthly, #hat Diſorders are to be prevents 
ed, correlled, and removed. ( 


S when duties are put mto the beſt form; © © "oY 
they appear with the moſt beauty, ſoz.  - 

when the branches of impiery are ſer in order, 

they appear in their ugly ſhape of deformity,” 

I will ſet ſome before you, which I believe. 

are ſometimes found amongſt youy' which 

; | area diſhonour to Chrifttans, and are great 

e | diſturbances to the peace of the Churches ; 

et | andcheſe evils are both of omiſſion and come" 

Jy miſhon. 35 Jl 

r Firſt, 'Tis found roo much negle&ed by. 

teachers and leaders, thar the Peopleare not 

taught, but are very ignorant in 'the orders 

and principles of true diſ{iplige and vighr:gee- 
-vernment, Secondly; 


XZ 


e Geſpet's Honour, and 


- hog When a man dorh not prizzand. 
render the unity and Peace of the Church ag 


he ought, bur thall inconſidecacely and ind.ſ- 


creetly publiſh, and. polſibly endeavour to 
enforce a Principle upon the People, or a 
PraRice upon a Perſon, before they them- 
ſelyes have ſufficiently. tried and proved ir, or 
the People or Perſan are pre- 
ok: wY I2. : Pared ta bearir, or made fir 
and capale to recelve ir, and 

ſo ofc-rimes a diſturbance arrends ir. 
Thirdly, Another Diſorder 'which ' doth 
moſtly reſpeR the Elders: That is, when 
diſorderly walkers Who are known to live and 
continue in fin, and the Church negleAs her 


Duty 1n Diſcipline , not remembring all 


therime this (in 1s unpuniſh- 


ix Con. 5.2. ed, God 1s diſhonoured, 


B>. cheic Duty neglected, cha, 
-Trath'reproached, the moſt relivious oriev- 
ed.-1 and ſcorners at Religion rejoyced, 
"Gods; appointed Ordinance to deiiroy the 
: fleſh! omitted, and the proper means neg- 
le&ed, by which the finner ſhould be re- 


Kored. 
Fourthly, Another Diſorder is, when che 


-ncinbats of One Congreg ation, ſhall receive 


a member or -members trom another Con- 


-gregation, without their knowledge or con- 


ſent, 


«& of 
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ſent, or @:Jecrer of Recommendation flow 
them to wwhoth beor. they did *© 777 
belong (exceptin anycaſe'ex- Rom, rs. 
traordinary') by which diſor- 1,2. 


ters follow. bad -confequen- A#; 18; 2. 


ces;: for. ſome _ perſons that 3 

think,” Chriſts Diſcipline ro0 araizht 
judging; ic title lefle than tyranny, and: 7 
their ſubjeRion coir little lefſe than flavery,;' 
whenthey are under reproof for ſome mif-' 


demeanors:will be ſhifting places and te-. 
moving themſelves into Communion with 


other Churches. 

- Fifeblyz> Another diforder is, when 66@ 
member barb-comminzed a rrefpaſſe2painſt 
another,- The brother offended, which ought' 
0 treat with his brocher offending: betwixc 
hem-alone,: and co have endeavored'to re- 


ore his brother again, neither hach affei-" 
$1 to-regard his brother offending, or faich- 


plnefle to refpeR che rule di- _ 
eQing; bur rakes bis 6wn(it- - 3 Cor y 20. 
egular edyrſe, and whiſpers tbe marrer till 
t comes::to/aibreach; arid" fo poſſibly at laſt 
decomesageneral ditucbancein in cheGhurch, J 
nd endangers the divif oul of the Congres | 
pation, |. Q 

Sixthly;Adortier diſorder is whey the Cot.” | 


| Fegaton: ſhal} receive « matter berween”” 


, FRE brother, 


:, 
_ 
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inquire of the orderly. bringiogiat to-the 
Congregation. If.the: matter -de-breughe 
diſorderly to them,abey:.by receiving ir, be» 
cameguilty of diſordet with them, whereas 


they ought rather to reproye them and ſend 
them. back tothe Rule todo: their duty,and 


refuſe to receive it before 'ctis brought legal- 
ly, .If this was- but duly obſerved many dif 


orders. and: breaches would:be: prevented, 


and ghe -Churches ipeace: better. preſer- 
NP i 92g <7 tmnodds go 
Seventhly, Another diſorder iswhen the 
Church. (deals with any :perſod.or perſons 
for Miſdemeanor , 4Gisher in-mitter of Ds 
Arine, or for evill iff converſationz or Here 
fie, or-Schiſme or_.the like ; x Cor. 31 3,4; 
Ofc-riqnes ather.members for. privateiends, 
either for Intereſtior Relation, will counte- 
nance, aſſociate -or. fide with them; and in- 
courage them, and.ſo-mavy times nitke4 
diltraQion, if not a divifion ; ſuch are ene 
mies to: peace and, £qritemners- of: Govern 
ment ; ſuch ought; to be ſpeedily:noted ai 
difturbers timely reſtrained , and duly pu 
niſhed. | nba” 


Eightly, Another diſorder conching thi 
Church: aſſembling upon tlie-Lords'-tay 
ſomeas it were forſ{aking, others negleRin 
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brother and. brother-into bearing, and not | 


oe” Y” , Guile pw oy» OT vw @CV 


AMES 


32 WS Ci 


— *® FT ww” kh. 4 
a oo "5 > ” 


arid aiveno cauſe 6f cerblenigh las © 4 


- - | ns ©. IPL ru £11 F —_ W p 
\ b 5 < { % £ : — OTE 
T1 L_ ER. = 
ES 4&5 


1 - "Tight 
{ TIRE + 
Way 


core: late, which: —— ous "+ \ 


chireat the Churthes prayers, tha 
co theit: Prepararior, —_— D& 
region Tconcernih the” work 6f'the'Diy- 
Heb:30%16; Some 't te when :the'Lor 
Marker is half ovez;” Tfhers with dawn 
and fleepinefic, as if they intended td witke 
the "Meeting-houſs> their fleepipg _ 5 
and thag:rime they" prerend to itprove'in 
Odds ſervice, *hey:filfully atid wvaiful - 
—_ he Griofying) vi the delirey 8 i 
T& 4: N44. 6 230407 | 

Niteb)y, Andtd2rviforer is, when the:Br © 
thren ' abſent: _ Ohweh: Communion ig . ++ - 
tbeLords'Sup hor lr own prizitt Qs = 
pitide.conterr agttiztion,ro thevffents 
of the Gongrepedtot !!Der giving aby Wale 
6ERIf6ttto' an fot chair fo doing; fie . 
inP#0 4ttoupr-Efrer'its Chirch tor | Eiger | 
whether the cauſe be in cthemfelres's x1 A 
nothier wot confederidgttheir 1606 2nd dain- 
mage their nepto@s)'or their error i not 
cotttitring their Cafe td cenſure: 

*'Tetithly, Anotticr' <ſorder is; whit tha 
Chilrch have afch har ed her dury ag ainſt 6 
thers thirt have - cormmitcred Iniquity: Man 
ſuch vfenders wilt be: their own Judges, 
Die; t7. 12. 2nd thir' in their owt. Caules, 

g H- 2 4134 +4 
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Joo  TheGeſpels Hygonreind 
.. #nd. refue. co ſubmic, jf not centema the 
Churches cenſures',. not conſidering; that 
they.do preſumptuouſly and dangerouſly, | | 
and do-as-much as in them lyes co-diſ-office | - 
Chriſt, diſ-priyiledge the Chorch, and nar | 
Aiſcernjog chat-chey refuſed co be judged by | || 
the Law, bur will k#Tudges themſelyes and | 
that ofthe Law. -- © + p 

-Eleventhly, Another diſorder is,: when 
one Brather ſhall believe a report againſt a« | ;, 

ainſt agorher brother, and that before, he pt 
bas the truth of the matter, and poſlibly 
proceeds upon Rumors, ConjeRures or 
Imaginatipns to paſſe ſentence of condem- 
nation, and. that before any legall-Trial or 
hearing, and ſo, becomes guilty himſelf of 
the.wrpog that's done, Prov. 8. 13. j8 cre- 
diting ſuch reports againl(t his brothers repu- 
cation, and co judge a macter before *cis 
heard, is a fault of which' a Chriſtian ought 
to be-aſhamed, ;;- | 


- Twelfchly, Another diſorder or grieveance. 
is, when there is not an.,equall compliance | - 
rogetber in, matter of. expence and publick kn 
charges, either.conching the poor.members Or 
or any other neceſſary disburſements; - but || 
2 Cor. $. x3, 34. one is burthened, and ano- 
ther iscaſed, ſome negleRing their duties; x 
others aor anſwerable to their abilities, and |; 

ſs the affairs and negdfull occaſions of the |: 
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| which is a diſorder'in many places, not 6 


Churches, are 'not carried on by Equality, 
according to ability, and toanſwer to Rules 

Thirteentkly, Another diſorder is to re. 
ceivean occaſion againſt an Elder, and -not- 


under two or three witneſles, 1 Tm. 5. Ig, 
ſerving the Rule in that caſe provided, but 
upon every ſuſpition or light occaſion diſaf- 
feQed perſons will bring theit Miniſters re- 


Ch Saws, 


pure into queſtion, _ Gy 
Fourthteenthly, ' Another diſorder. is, 
when the Officets with the members apH int. 
dayes. of meeting apon neceſſary occaſigns , 
which concern all, and for the good ofthe, | /) 
whole, as days of Inftrufion , Diſcipline, 
Humiliation or Thanſgiving, or the like, 
and then Brethren ſhall upon'every tempo= 
rall, indifferent and, ſmall occaſion negleRt 
ſach appointmencs and uſefull meetings to 
their owp loſſes and the diſcouragement of, 
others. ,- 
To conclude theſe things, God is not the 
Kuthour of ſach .confuftons, bur a God'of 
Order and the Authour of peace in all the 
Churehes, Bat *tis the Prince of miſ-rule, 
who by his ſabcill wiles firs up ſuch ioftru- | 
ments to make breaches, and to break the 
Churches z and as I havedrawn you alittle 
FS Hs Map 


lap, to ſheiw you the path of his defigns+, 

n like manner I woyld preſent to'you asin 
a glafte, the nature of your adverſity. by his, 
Names :. Ys 


"x. Heis called the god of this World, who 


| blinds the minds of ſach as believe not, leſt 
cs light of the Golpell- ſhould. ſhine unto 
_ .*z.+Heis calted the Prince of the Air, that 
wotketh'and ruleth in the hearts of the chil- 
drerf of diſobedience, ©  , 
o3* Sean, who, opppſeth the. Lord in his 
defigns,” and to pepyert the Saings in their 


| 4-1-4, ( DATE 
- + Devil on 
and by:N nd 
ro Hier: and, 

« *$,' Serpenrt;ro ſh 
and fence lobe 
novehr ſouls,” * . 
6. He is com 

ro ſhew his ſtrength, violence and*cruelty, 
co,tear, ſcatter and deyour the Saints, 
©. Belial, 1 may, adde -Tyrang, 16 draw 
perfats into Infidelity and Apoſtacie,;.a'Ty; 
rant oyer.them .he takes captie, ag. oppref; 
for, cruell and mgreyledle, chat "T'yranize$ 
pverſoul andeonfcence, 


x4 
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y Thus T have given. you the nawing of {bs | 


ng itles 


Vit ? ; FI _ ig ; 
pared ro a Lyon anda, Dragon 


 & oY & \ . | ; | 


; of your Adyerſary 
g_| his great, policy, and ſome his greaperyelty.,” 
$. | Ibave doneit to alarum, uo to;take,tq your 
' | armour, to; keep. your, vatches, ta.,gdefeat 
o. | your enemy, and ſecyregonr ſouls, .., 
t wot hog gin] ti " epigor Orig 
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6, Some branches. of Jnjuſtace and Opppreſſion 
tf -» $0:be avoyded on ahe puniſhment: 
= of SfÞ;-r GC) b118 93:33 


s| 1. T He puniſhing of fin is ur great de- 

2... 6gn, -- 1). What is fin ?. *Tis,. the 
tranſgreſſjon of Gods Righteous Laws: apd 
theſe evills are both of Omiſſion, and: Come 
4 | miſſion, In the execution of Diſcipline we 
are to endeavour thedeſtruQion of; all ling 
and: for our better knowledge and proſecu- 
- | tion of thisdefign, we may enquire how tma- 
|| ny wayes a man may fin, 'A man may. fin ſe» 
1 | verall ways inthe Commiſſion of fin, and fe- 
| veral wayes touching the puniſhment of ſin; 
I, In the commiſſion of fin, a man may aus. 

y | ally. ſin in his owa perſon... 2, A; man-may 
fin:by.counſelling and abetting with another 
ia:fin, 3. A man may fin by countenane 
cing.apd incouraging one that bach fined, 
.- A man may fin by not reſtoring, his bro, 


of ther char's overtaken in ſin. 5; A man, may + 
EY H 4 hate 


bare his brother and haye fellowſhip with | 
ſin by not reproving hisſin; 6: In. com-& 
ph body allare guilty of another mans ſin] 
that refaſe to Joyh in the paniſhmenc of a 
finger, -7. And the Church may (contra 
iniquity in doing Juſtice and nor doing it 
throughly, * a 

YL, How may "a. man he'paiity and fan in 
punifhinp of fin 2 Aviv, Ta the branches of 
injuſtice and Oppreſſion. 

1. Topuniſha man as an offender with. 
opt the breach of ſome Law is Injuſtice and 
Oppreſtion. 2, T9 negſeR to puniſh an 
Offender 'that rranſpreffes the Law, is 4 
branch of [njaſtice.” 3.To Wreſt Judgement 
ouc ofir's true Channel), and to gurn Juſtice 
out of it's legall courſe, is another branch of 
Injuſtice, . 4, To' reſpeR Perſons and re- 
gard Cauſes, ſo as ro condemn the innocent 
and clear the guilty, tis Qppeflion,In juſtice, 
and an abomination. $5. Toimpoſe a leſk 
penalty upon an offender 'then his offence} 
Ucferves, is another branch of Injuſtice, 
\ SE, To inffit;a greater puniſhment upon a 
 Treſpalfer chan . 6 Law requires, is another 
branch ofInjuſtice and Oppeſfion. 7.. Not 
timely to relieve che Oppreſſcd, and duly to 
acquit and diſcharge the Innocerit man, is 4 
froſher bigh bratch pf Iojuflice nd Oppreb 

ON: : 10, 


de juſt indiſcharging Conſcience in puniſh: 


The Churches Ornament, 
fion. To 'conclude this poinc in queſtion, _ 
this ſhews us whac Juſtice is, by the rule of 
2 contrary obſervation. | To execute Ju- 


Nice timely, impartially, and thoroughly'is. 


rrue Juſtice according to Gods Law's having 
thus ſorted our materials and made our divi- 
fion, I procced to Juſtice it ſelf in it's Exe» 
cution, [al 


—— 
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7. Tho true Order of the Execution of Juſtice 
' #»d Diſcipline, "+ 


_Oom__ is the life of Governing ; when 
Ls Laws and Rules lye unexecnted, *s 
hke Ingagements unperformed. Right Diſ- 
cipline in it's execution carrieth a good Re- 
putation, It beats 'down evil! deſigns, it 
vives Countenarice to the beſt things, it di- 
ſturbs the Nocent, and rejoycerh the ifno- 
cent, I: diſpleaſeth che Righteous God 
when ſuch as are placed,and be truſted Pros. 
17. 15. with the weighty imployment_ of 
Church-Government, and ſhall eirtier not 
judge ar all, or elſe in judgement are vnjuft 
@nd partial, .To puniſh the Innocent that. 
ought to be leared, or to clear the Guilty 
thar ought ro be'puniſhed, A man bad need 


ing 


ag - . 3” <5 
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1966 TheGdt/< Rope gant 
ing. fins, leſt be be fognd guilcy pf che bloud 
of periſhingiſouls : and when the Church of 
God ſhall aſſemble themſelves ppon this ſo- 
lemn occaſion; __ *Y 
1,Letthe Word be ſounded likea Trumpet, 
that the people may be warned and informed 
jnato whoſe i Reiog preſence they icome , 
and that God is preſent with them,and judg- 
eth among them, to beget the people inan 
awfull fear and holy reverence of his ſacred 
Majeſty and Preſences To remember the 
people by improving ſome words by way of 
charge, and to produce Commiſſions from 


Gods holy writing, and to let. the, people | 


know. they are properly concerned, legally 
returned, and ſolemnly ingaged, to take 


their places, and hambly to attend upon | 


Gods ſervices, and to tell them the Lord 
hach betruſted .us with Offices and Privi- 
ledges, and furniſhed us with ſuch autho- 
rity, that we ſhould a& like a boly Nation 


and ſpiritual Court, in all Juſtice and Fide- | 


lity, | 7 *. 
'2« Becauſe all things are ſanRified by the 


Word and Prayer, let humble and fervent | 


ſupplications be made te the God of Heaven 
to be counſel] for you, and ro prepare, ſan- 
Rifie and dire& you in that ſerious matter 
undertaken by.you, and chat your part may 

e 
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be @aooty, fey 


be Pac. 6 Rh" o8- earth, Thar: 

whatſoever. ye bind or looſe may be done 
and confirmed in Heaven ;_ 4ar.18. 18. -and: 
25 in all-other Religious ſervigesthere; oughe: | 


to be good advice taken ſufficient rryal made: 


before the exerciſe of action, much more'iin 
this caſe wherein we act for, God, and miſt: 
give an, a6cgunt to God in this matter: there 
had need to precede a Judgement of prepa-- 
ration before the judgement of Executi- 
on, 1. To confider, we muſt at in Orin. 
Name and by vercue of his Authority, and 
thatthis aQion ought as it were to rype our- 


| the laſt judgement,and to hold forth Chriſts 


Righteous Government. 2. To examine q 


whether the matter be brought orderly, and - 


| the parties have proceeded legally. 3. To 


"4, = 0b ee 1y 


conſider the. capacity of the perſoa offending 
whether a member or a Officer; for although * + 
the Lord reſpects. not Per{ons, yet be al- 
lows ſome priviledge. to Offices. 4. To 


enquire. of the nature of the Offence; whe- 


ther more directly againſt, God or man,whe- 


ther publick or private, 5, Ta: Exawtdine + 


| what provocations the offender hadto it, ard 


what deſign he had init, whether igtorant- 
ly oz-wilfully. - Seventhly, Having fognd 


Out - the nature. of the ſin-then to have. 
rxrqurle to thelaip. that makes. 40 grranf 
FI-2Y grefſion. - 


greiſion. Let the Law and che Offence 
be. equally compared, and the penalty juſt- 
 Iy impoſed. 7. Let all proceedings be mix- 


ed with compaſſion, that it may anſwer to 
the delign of Heaven, the end todeſtroy the 


fleſh and to reſtore the offender out of tran(s 
grefſion, Having thus made preparation, 
proceed to probation and to the at of Exe» 
cution ; alſo remembring God is with you, 

and Judges of the judgemenc 
Pſal. $3.x. paſſed by you, and that ina 
| ſubordinate & humble ſence! 
ye ought to hold forth the glory of bis Pre» 
ſence, and that with all juſtneſſe, humble- 
neſſeand gravity repreſenting bis dignity, 
mercy , purity , and ſeverity, and ſo to 
paſſe ſentence- according as in Juſtice ye 
ſhall ſee cauſe, withoutdelay or partiality, 
purged of all fayour, prejudice, and hypo- 


crifie, without regar{ to cauſes, knowing 


| faces or repeQing perſons, as 
D-ut.1.25. aRing for God uprightly, chat 
it may be received and approved 

in the Court of Ecernity. 


Secondly, Some further circumſtances to | 


be obſerved. in the proſecution of Church- 
Diſcipline, ler be done and executed ſpeedi- 
ly ; not to ſuffer finto lyeu 
£ev.19.17. onthy brother, or to infed the 
ſpir ztu 
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ſpiritual : body. A green ſore is ſooneſt- 
healed, a diſeaſe raken ney iseafieſt cured ; 
in like manner treſpafſes :or contentions a» . 
mong(t Church-members taken timely, are 
deft purged, appeaſed and reconciled, — 
Thirdly , Them chat are 'Jrdges of 0+ 
thers in the Eccleſiaſtical JuriſdiQion are to. - 
de Counſellors to the offenders, eſpecially if. 
they be ignorant perſons, norto dauntor 
ſurprize them .of take quick advantages a« 
gainſt chem, bur as we-ought: to aQt in the: 
Lords Name, fo to a& in the Lords fear to- 
wards them ; toinſtra@ chem and convince: 


| [them from the Scriptures, and ſhew them © 


the Laws they have broken that judge them. + 
treſpaſſers, and condemns them for erank; - 
oreſſors. out $1157 
413. ſhew them their finin it's body and. 
deformity : the fad accidents and bad con- 
ſequences that attend Gn, :and to make chem: - 


ſenſible of their iniquity from the evidence! _ 


of Scripture-teſtimony., ſay. to the ſinner, 
Come ſee whar-you bave done, look upon 
your fin in it's aggravation,how ſerpent like 
itdarts and ſtings every one,it refleas upon 
Gods honour, ir darts Religion, Rings. the . 
brethren, diſturbs your Inner-man, gives an; 


' occaſion of ſtumbling to the weak y, in pro« 


fefion, it daunts the well-wiſhers, and en- 
IS quires 


ec 
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yo Inevrſpilr Honea 
quires #fcer Religion, and givedehe inewies 
trach:an occafinrgpt te joyring,': - - | 
--Fifchly, Te learn to know” the offenders 
defign'; for oft-timesa a'defign dy an a& in- 
rended, may beworfe than thea@ivn it ſelf 
eominitted :'Fhere may be'Circamſtances 
depending, to: be conſidered; by which the 
Ac& way bermuck mitegated/or aggravated] 
4forance - or wilfulneſſe, 'as if} pretence 
of -conſcience ,- or# deſign-of diſturbance, 
a5: from a prigciple-” of Chiarity $ or in 
2 courſe of fubriſty:, the beſt of theſe Cits 
cumſtances willi»tmake no juſtification for 
avy evill aQior. for that will'þe eo Toutire- 
ra#ace fin, bir: the bercer circamſtances are 
co have rheifitnitregarions in'damapes,” ('T 
mean in mms ) and che other: theit 
aÞÞtavatibnss !- 1 

6. To obſerve thetdifpoſition; eapxcity, and 
temper of the perſohiynor cofayour his fn; 
batiirrofder to'gain an advantage upon' the 
furthers; ſfomero fave with compaſſion, ſome 
with fear, ſome with gentlenefle , others 
with ſharpneſſei, always tofort; -fir, and: 
dire@& all admonifhions, reproofs- and cor- 
roots, as may beſſuic with the offenders 
effpofition, and the: demerits of his ſivand 
tranſgreſfion.” - 

"Seyentbly,” To-take the moſt convenient! 
: feaſon, 
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ſeaſon; as Þhave ſaid; thitigs done-in their |  -| 
ſeaſon-and order; are' like dpples of gold it 
pictures of fi lver, they ar&not only deanti-: « 
full ro che- aQion, bur'a — 16 the; 


enemies deſign; "bur beivare 1et-While: ye - 
are aboutto heal ſome bre#ches, you neither” 
prevent' nor diſturb your ſelvesin'foihe 0-. 
ther weighty and-publick fervices, ah#ſo/ler 
in Satan to:make his advangapeS... For # rain' 
muſt: have-ſome-refpe& itr'matters'df Go» | 


vernment- to three 1 ſtaces; "The tisnour* of z 


God:'thequiet of Cotiſcienee, and the peice 
of the Charch. Thus I preſume to'tender 
my Coubtſet{ and offer m Judggmerit'and 
RY co ſuch as have anytfult” 
and publickimploymentover their brechremng 
for meh of wiſdome; honeſty and fiſhdiency* 
are m&4 ſenſible of the Office and birchen'of 
the place, carefull-of the' Charge and appicc 
hentiveofzbe accounts they muſt 'th4K6! '211K& 
men of diſcretion let thera wel! obfer v8 hes. 
natureof their OMe afid'the worthitie&0 f 
their phards;; and judge for God, Jtcordifg 
tothe RNCg lis Word with all fulthelſe and 
gray [As one © bletvirg the'Fudges frin 
che- agent Seat While they were grave 
and he thoug the they were gods, but 
mon chey changidinto Tighcneffes add' felt 
into PalBon, he concluded- they were buy 
. men, 


Ll 
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men. -: Let Chriſts Officers and Miniſters 
a& jgravely,, juſtly, and diſcreetly, inſtru- 
Ring themſclves and others in their ſeveral 
obligations, both as they are men and Chri- 


ſtians';,'As once a Governour of,a Nation: 


obſerved. ſaith he, '. am King of Bodyes 
nort_of Souls, a Commander of men not of 
Conſcience. Andas our Lord bimſelf hath 
caught usto diſtinguiſh .of duties, and to ren- 


der every one their dyeg,and to owe nothing: 


co.any man but love. To bonour our Lord 
Chrilt as.the head of che Chureh, .andigo re- 
ſpec civil Magiſtrates as the politick fathers 
-of our, Copntries. To. conclude this point 


let-me ſay-to my brethren as once a; Prince: 


ſaido bis ſon,obſerying him to mind crifles; 


ſaid, Come my Son, leave trifles and mind. 
the matters of the Kingdome ': So I ay to: 
my brethren-andevery Chriſtian, ro, leave 
che trifles of this World, and mind the mat-' 


ters of Chriſts Kingdome. 45 22: 
Peace and Unity is. the great end- I have 
here deſigned, and *cdisa; dehgn-God hath 
greatly bleſſed, ' The Scholars in Chriſts 
Church ought co be. Students for quierneſle 
and peace in the Churches, The Lord hath 


not only commanded it, but: 


Mat. 5-24. be prefers Peace before any 
Fs. other Sacrafice. 2, He en- 
joyned 
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joined Is D.ſciples to ſeek, peruſe, and pro-. 
ſecute Peace, 3« 'Tis further rold us from 
the Lord,withour Peace and Holneſſe xo man 
ſhall ſee God. a4. Such as pray tor Peace 
ſhall be bleſſed with Proſperity. 5.. To the 
Councellors of Peace there. ſhall! be: Joy, |. | 
6, The makers ' of: Peace are honored by : 
being called Gods poſterity. ' 7. Peiceisa | 
fruit of Gods fpirit, and a ChariQer of hea. - 
venly, wifdome, To haſt, Godis'the God © 
of Peace, and Chriſt is a Prince of Peace; 
and the Kingdome of God is Peace, and Joy. 
inthe Holy Ghoſt. ©.T hus are Saints to pre« | 
ſerve Peace among therb, and the Peace of | 
God that paſleh all underſtanding ſhall keep F 
them, f2 

Thus are Chriſtians become concernedro*. 
endeavor to keep the ynity of the ſpirit in* 
[the bond of Peace ; thatis, Whac the Spirit « 

of God hath anited, formed 20 LG0MPIRTEY .. 
together, either jnreſpeR of 1 *Y 
Fundamentals , : governing Eph ſ. q- 3. 
and perfcing Principles, al- L. 
ways to maintain the ancient Form and rue”; 
Pattern of ſound Doctrine and right Diſcis, 
pline ; That Truth and Peace may go hand; ' 
in hanc ogether, be conſtant Companions, 
and imbrace each other, You may pleaſe” 
co learn a Leſſon from our experience'in the 

n 2 Nation; 


'* 


24 The Goſpels Honour, ani 
Nation; When we are at Peace at home, 
then we ſee our Enemies are quiet abroad, 
when we diſturb and aMli& each other by 
way of perſecution, it; invites and embold.- 
ens our egemies of other Nations,and in the 
midſt of home-bred contentions we hold 0. 
pen a door to let in forreign adverſaries, 


' Lec Chriſtians make ſpiritual application , | 


who are within the borders of the holy Na. 
tion, to beware of Scrite and Envy which 
makes way for the ſunls enemy , but to 
maintain Concord and Unity, which are as 
Bulwarks againſt the Adverſary, 'bur ler 
Union be made, and Charity increaſe, and 
have ſaltin your ſelves, and be at Peace one 
with another, and as a concluſion, I would 
impoſe this one Obligation, as the late Le- 
gacy ofa dying man , chat the parties more 
chiefly concerned, may ſeriouſly apply it, 
and profitably improve.it to Gods glory 
and their own felicity, *Tis an Incumbent 
among '\Chriſtians; I wiſh it may never 


ceaſe, to keep the Unity of the ſpirit ( and} 


Truth ) in the bond of Peaces 


7. And 
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cevenidty; and Laſtly. « . 


Some Divi giver 'how to m;hold and a 
port Church G, evernment. WM 


F* order to the preſerving'and abbott 
Church-Government, the matrer' will 
char; e every maf's concernment, both O”-- 
fices ahd Members ; Ic invites them 50. the 1 o 
ducies, and obligeth them as Chriſtians 
di ſcharpe: good conſciences in all due cos 
cernments, as they are under ſeyeral obs 
ligations; and become concerned in their re-. 
ſpe Rive places. | 
Ard Firſt to my well beloved brechren in 
the Lord,” whom God hath called to high 
Offices,” honored with great Endowmy2ts, 
Ind: odliged! in publick ſervices, ard there» 
fore I do hotior them in their re Fang 


plitces'; Even choſe Elders whom the 


account; who bach" inla ed their m1 , 
ifiro*the Nations; "und berruſted. thei. my | - 
the care of che Churches; will not pre- 


bath cotimiffſonated hare a more. ge a b 


| ſihe'to teach theinbetluſe I have more ce, 

ed be tavghic by.them';” yer [ would hutably, 

ke! levve to be heir Reaem — cad 
3 # 
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to intreat them as Fathers to obſervetheir 
Goſpell-leſſons as they are dircRed to them 
by their ſeveral Appellations. 

Firſt, they are ſometimes called Angells, 
to hold forth lnnocency and Purity, 

Secondly, Ambaſſadors in Chritt ſtead to 
perſonate his Majeity and hold forth his 
Slory in the World, ſent to treat with fin- 
ners, and to ſtate che terms of Reconciliati- 
on, to engage their ſouls in affeRion with 


all bowels of Chriſtian compaſſion, to be= 


ſeech them to be reconciled to God. 


"Thirdly, Meſſengers ſenc out by the | 


Churches upon the Lo-ds 


2 Cor. $.23, meſſage, even upon the | 


24. grand errand of puvliſhing 
+  $Slad ridings. That match- 

Phu. 2.25. leſle and welcome news to 
poor finners;z even to pub- 

liſh and proclaim a free tender of a crucified 
Chriſt unto a periſhing and loſt World; 
that Lamb'of God that cleanſes ſouls by his 
precious bloud. Theſe are Inſtruments in 


Commiſſion from Chriſt, to unite ſtrangers 


co affe&t ſinners, ro prepare members, to 
people the Churches. 

Fourthly ,” They are called- Biſhops to 
Mew they bavea charge, and are Overſeers 


of the ſoulsof ſuch 4s are Goſpell-profeſ-, 


ſors, 
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ſors, and are to feed Chriſts flock, and to 
rule the Church of God, which he bath Gear- 
ly purchaſed with his own blood. 130; © 
5. Ye are Miniſters to ſhew ye ought 
not to have dominion over the peoples 
Faith, neither to be Lords over Gods heri- 
rage, bur to be faithtull ſervants to Chriſt 
and che Churches, | 
6. Ye are called Rulers, to regulate | 
Ecclefiattical Aﬀairs, and ts ſet in order _ 
things that are wanting in the Churches to 
ordain them Elders, and reform Gſorderyſa 
| the ſeveral! Congregations, 7 : 
Ye are called Stewards & placed over 
| the Lords Houfhold,to mzke proviſions,and 
to give them their ſpiricual portion of meat. 
in dne ſeaſons ; which Office preſuppoſeth a 
high crult, and ye muſt expe@ io give a | 
fachfull and juſt account at laſt, Now that 
| you may be guided aright to rule for God, 
| I caa do lefle but pray and wiſh that the bleſe 
ſing of Heaven may be upon you,andin you, 
| even the bleſſings of ſoul and body, bealth 
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| and proſpericy, but more eſpecially in the 


holy and high concerns of Eternity, . That 
ye may have all ircreaſe of grace, fulneſſe of 
of peace, and at laſt your portion in thee« 
verlaſting ſtate of perfeion, and in the 
| mean time I freely wiſh ye may 'be all land» 


I 2 fied 


fied and richly Farnithee wich all” ſpiritual 
gifts and heavenly treaſures, and plentifully 

... accommodated with the fulneſſe ofthe Holy 
Ghoſt , that ye may hold forth the Image 
of: God and the glory of Chriſt in dignity, 

' mefty, purity and ſeverity. To prize and 
prae the Godly and Pious, 8 to difclaim and 
condetnn the Irreligious, and that ye may be 
duly directed and conſtantly protected ty 
the goodneſs and providence of God,in and 
abonrthe moſt ſacred as of cligion;and in 
that ſerious and ponderous imployment of 


_— s & 


commanded your ſervice, and given you au- 
his preſence, and-give you ſecurity, and thar 
you may lay ſure foundations, and build a- 
right Gods holy habitacions, that ye mzy be 
' Pious Examples to the believers. both th Do- 
Arine #2d Converſation , 'and worthy pat- 
rien; leaving behind you ſokemn and ſolid 


with harmleſſe and diſcreer demeanors ac- 


conſolate Churches, unite Chriſtians, - repair 


everlaſting habitarions ; ge Re 


the: Miniſtry, that the ſame Lord chac hath 


thority;would be pleaſed to atteng you wich | 


terns of Government in every Congrega-| 
precidents of humility, fidelity, and grayity, 


companied with holy policy, cincerity, and 
parity ; that you may borh conſiitute and 


breaches, and eſtabliſh the Congregations 


/ 
/ 
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2, Concerning Elders appointed over pars: 
cular Churches. ? 

Now dire& my ſpeech to the Elders, 
@K charzed with particular Congregations. 
My well- -beloved Brethren ; & 
Coniidering my relation As I4. 4 , 
with you, "and the orear 
charge committed to you, and the great .c- 
count that's required of you, 1 could not w: .[l 
omit to adviſe, exhort, and entreat y ws | 
notſo much to-inſtrudt you, 


der the worthineſs of your | is 
places, and the weightineſs of your oblicati- 
ons : That ye are to ſerve Chriſt underyhis - 
three-fold Offices, in ſubordination co mw, | 
undef the Offices of Propher, Prieſt , 


his Pcophericall; ro teach the people what. 
ſozver God hath commanded you, and'to 
with-hold nothing that is profitable for them, 
inſtructing them 'publickly , privately, and 
from houſe to bouſe, declaring all the coune 
ſell of God, that ye may be pure from ev 
mans bloud, and ſeaſonably, faithfully, and 
confiantly, opening and preaching the whole» . 
I 4 ſome 
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ome words and ſound doarine, as ye have 
received ir from the Apoliles, according to 
the holy . Sctiprures, which was ſealed by 
God, and confirmed to them by miracles. 
Fn Chriſts name torteach and perſwade, ang 
in much affe&ion to exhort to duty, and by 
eo0d inſtruction arid a gool pattern, to lead 
and guide the b:lievers 1n aRs and orders of 
Relivion; anda well ordered converſation, 
obſerving ſeaſqns and diſpenſations, having 


aneyets th: peoples eſtate and conditions, 


diſcoverin2 to every one their duty, with the 
ben<fics-rhat artendir, and alſo acquaintines 
them with the deager, npon the negieAs'and 
.contemprs of ir, 2. Under his Prieſtly Of- 
fice, ye areto enquire of God for them, -and 
fo intercede hin in cheir behalf, char they 
may have an evidence of their intereſt in 
{ hr.ts ſacrifice, and afurance,of the remiſh- 
on of fin th;ough him : That the Lord 


would pleaſe to, encreaſe their graces, and | 


that the bloud of Chriſt might purge them 
from all corruptions, and upon. every occaſi- 
.on, and in every condition, to commend 
them to God by ſupplication ; and that they 
may be ſupported and comforted in the inner 
. man; *fo offer the ſacrifice of thankſviving 
,pnto God for them, for all benefits and be- 
nedictions freely received from him : More- 

, over, 
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probes Ornament, 1% 
Over, to inftrut and acquaint them with 
the great bleſſings,chat are preſented and con- 
veyed by Chriſts Death'and Pafſion, and'to 


principle them in the great priviledge of his 


Interceflion, and oft ro c:lebrate the comms }. 
memoration of.rhat memorable act, thatiſo 
evidently preaches a crucified '(C hriſt; "ro 
reach them co diſcern the Lords Body, and 


to dire& them how to communicate wortt1- 


ly , thento call them to the Lords Supper, 
and endeavour to feaſt them with the Lotds 
dainties, being communicants at the Lords 
Table, craving a bleſsing in every admini- 


| firation, and 2 ſandtificd uſe of every privi- 


ledge and bleſsing, rejaycing with chem, and 
offering thankſgiving for them, for all bene-- 


firs beftowed upon them, 3. Under, his 
.Kingly Office, ye are ro make known hig- 


Laws, and inb:s name to inſtru them in the 
order and government of his houſe, . and 
1:arn them co know how to behave them- 
ſelvesin the Church of God, thac when they 
treſpaſs, they may not plead 1gno:ance, and 
ſo oft-times matters are ditpured, 1n the 
mean time duties ye unperformed ; bur ler 
Rulers require obediences according to Scri- 
Pture direftions, with 2n:hority, and yer in 
humilicy, to a& and govern for the Lotd,/ as 
men that are governed by the Lord, -afid ſo 
tO 
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chem that mult give. an account to God them- 
ſelves ; to co pſell.,, warn, reprove, caſt 
out the impenirent and ob(jinace, to reſtore 
ths fallen, co ::n2then the weak, to em- 
brace the {;umble, to 2bſolve the truly peni- 
rent, not to bear the ſpirituall ſword in vain, 
even to do juſtice, and to ſhew mercy, al- 
wayes deligning to ſve the ſinners, but to 
deſtroy their iniquiry - Let the exerciſe of 
diſcipline be well mixed with patience and 
compaſzsion , teach them ro have a fi::2.1 fear, 
and to ftandindread of bim, who threatens 
to ſlay fuch as will not have him raten over 
them, - I will alſo ſ:rt your - Titles before 
you, and for my ſelf TI pray and wiſh all ſutra» 
ble blzGing may atcend you, in the diſcharge 
of the great work ye have to do, Theſe are 
your Names ; Biſhops, Elders, Paſtors, Ru- 
ters, Shepherds, Stewards., and Miniſters, 
alt which ſpeak out ihe burden of your cruſt, 
- and charge ye havz of ſouls. If one ſoul be 
of more value than the whole world, what an 
oblization hath he thar hath the overſight, 
and muſt give an account of many ſouls, 
Loox upon your Offices, and fcel the weight 
of your burdens: Tike good heed to your 
jelves, to your dotrine, to your diſcipline, 
3nd to your converſation, and to all the flock 
over 


tocule and judge-in all the Saints affairs, as 
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Wh! Ghoſt hath made.youa-: 
verſeers, .to feed and rule the Church of God, 
which he hath purchaſed dearly by h.s own. 
bloud ; taking care. of them, not by. con- 
Arainc, bur willingly, noc tor filthy Jucre, 
bur of a ready mind, not as though ye. were 
lords over Gods heritage, but enſamples ts 
the flock : As Elders, -to go before and di- 
ret them ,. as Rulers, co command and.\»0+ 
vernthem', as Paſtors, to feed and nou: iſh 
them ; Minitters, not as jords, bur tc: be 
ſervants rothem; as Stewards, to make 'a- 
viſion fer them , an? give an account+ of 
them ; and as Sh-pherds, ro warch offer 
them. My deatly bzloved, relations inthe 
Lord, look upon that word of the Propber 
Iſaiah for your learning, and rake it for your: 
pattein, Chap.40.Verſ.t1. To feed the flock, 
like 4 ſhepherd, to gather the lambs in the arms. 
of tenderneſs, an1rtio the baſomig of- yutur | af- 
feftions, ard gently tacatreat. and g vide. futh: 
4 are with young: To lead them into green 

and ſound paſlures, and to water them ay the 
ſprings of pure and-.wholſore waters, and 
faithfully to exerciſe all the parts cf the office 
of a good ſhepherd ; and as the wiſe man 
faich, .7e /o:k well rathe Elacks, even rotike 
the number of them, the charge of them ;\ 10. 
feed them ; to aſſemble them , to rylethem ; 


over which the holy Ghoſt. 


- The GoſptF's Honolr,and 
to defend them from men-Wolves. and ſedu. 
cers, that dzlign to deceive and deſtroy their 
ſouls. To conclude ; ; toadt in all godly fim- 
plicity, fidelicy, and gravicy cowards chem, 
as men dlmayes obliged ro give an account 
for them, 
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3. Concerning the Deacons in Chrifts Con- 
gregation. 


Eacons are Miniſters in ChriQts Church: 

es, and are to be men of wiſdome, 

full of faith, and of -a good report, ſound 1m 
the boly myſteries, and men of pure conſct- 
ences, whoſe qualltfications 

1 Tim.3. 3, are co be ſutable to the El- 
' ders, even to be grave and 

ſober, not greedy of filchy lucre, likewiſe 
mult their wives be grave, ſober, and faith- 
full inall thinzs, to have well-ordered chil- 
dren, and well-governed fz- 

Phil. 1,7. milies ; they are the poor 
Saints overſeers, and are be- 

eruſted with the Churches treaſures ;, ye are 
Gods eminent ſervants, and are ro be ap- 


pointed and ordained by ele&ion, prayer, 


and layins on of hands, your place i 1s of 


weighry concernment , and doubtleſs ye 


oughr 
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ought to, be, helps and. afſiftanrs in govern- 
ment, and as inſtruments in offices, to, ful» 
fill Gods gracious promilſes : In a ſence, ro 
be fathers co the fatherl: ſs, and bushands to. 
widdows, and asit were to be eyes to the 
blind, and feer to the lame, and as advo- 
cares for the poor ſaints. And as Elders are 
ſet over the Lords people, more directly and. 
properly in ſpirituall chings, and ſoul-mat: 
rers, ſo Deacpns are to wait and ſetve at the 
Lords Tables, and to make due provihons, 
forthe poors externall and bodily. concerns: 
ments, in reſpe& of their Deaconſhip, : and 
yer may: be uſefull ro ſouls, as they, may be 
oifted diſciples. In this we may behold. 
Godg wonderfull providence and goodnels,. 
in appointing Offices and Officers, to make. 
ſurable provigons for his peoples ſouls and; 
bogies, and that at all times, and in all con-- 
ditions. Andas this is an Office of eminchcy., 
and neceſlity, ſo 'tis accompanied withgrewy. 
care and much difficulty ; to carry an even 
band, and. a faichfull heart, berween the 
Churches poverty, and. the poors neceſsicy. 
And doubtleſs as Eſdersare. to admoniſh and 
reprove in neglects, rouching duties of Rzlj- 
gion and Plety, which - are. more ſpiritual, 
in like manner ic doth concern Deacons £9 
exhorr and reprove, in matters that reſpeS 
L ! A _ 7 [- 
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ct/©p38ts db Witd! heceſsicy teinpotaff, Let 
chem remember they are effi hairs by che 
Lords otdet,” to take rhe care ind over-(ighi 
& the Fords'poor ;/ for wherethete is an Of: 
tice, withourdottBc thefe's powtr ro imy: 
nifh, that rhines may be done by cqualliry, 
according ro every mans (tateand; abillity ; 
not one burthenied and! another eafed. A ad 
baving' ſo gobd x caufe to plead, in the bes 
half ofthe poor and needy, 1t'wcell' becomes 
yotrto take boldneſs ro blame ſuctt, as derain 
from- the" poor their tighe of chitity. My 
well beloved Brethren, I wiſh and pray ye 
my be bleſſed from heaven wirh ſtutable gra- 
ces, and ſpiticttall accommodtrions, in diſ- 
charge of your daries and gretit obligations; | 
tharas the: Lord ath' honvitted you" with 2' 


AX Te OY aw a 4 


mzy hot bribe afy unneceſlaty chatges; afid* 


ubjuſt 


The Churches Orwa anent. 


unjuft burdens, upon the Congregaric ns. 


. 3. Ifthey be able, and refuſe ro work,” then 


ro admoniſh them. The Apoſite is ſhirp 
in this caſe, and faith, /f azy wenld not work, 
in their commion 1m loyments, nather ſhogld he 
eat of. the Chnrches charges, Laſt'y, They.are 
in the place of fathers, to enquire incorbeic 
conditions, leſt any lye under tempratie as, 
for want of outward ſupplies, and according 
co the juſtneſs 'of their neceſsity, and equall- 
neſs of: their poverty, to relieve chem, and 
prepare portions for them, ſutable ts" their 
conditions z even to feed the hungry, cl6ath 
chenaked, vifit the ſick, houſe the harbaur= 
leſs: This hath the repute of pure Relivion,, 
even to vilit the fathetleſs. and widdows in 


| their afflition. Ler altbe done according 


co thoſe good laws ofpiery, equity, and cha- 
rity, and of _ as a man world be donnie. 
by : And-as the burden'of the' Office 18'caft 
upon you, fe that you difcharge your truſt 


faithfully. And in all chis the Deacons are 


to be afsifled, and enabled by the Churches 
colleQions, diſtributions, and communica 
tions. & 
Now what power and order there ought © 
be amon2 Officers themſelves ; what power 
the Meflengers bave over the Elders , yehat 
power the Elders have over the Dacre 
| wnacl 
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220 ve Gojpes 5 Honour,and 
what power the. Deacons have over che 
| ng, which doubtleſs there is ſome or- 

er, and that among ſuch as have power, 
ey2n among Goyernours as well as in (0- 
vernments :. Bur I ſhall refer this difficult 
point to ſome abler head, and more skilfull 
hind, toderermine ir. But thus I will can- 
clude to with; Thatas God hath called you to 


laces of order and honour here, ſoyou may 


e rewarded and crowned with dignitics and 
honour hereafter. To end this point, I de- 
fire thatboth Officers and Members may learn 
a le&ure for government and orders, from 
the Firmaments, and by the Sun, Moon, and 


Stars : "They be like che Sun for light and 


heat like the Moon for declaring, ſeaſons, 
and conſtancy 1n circuit ; and like rhe Stars; 
for holding on their courſe, and keeping or- 
der andplace. Now if you think theſe few 


Itnee, Eſpecially ſpoken ro Officers, be wor-: 


tliy of accepration , and may deſerve the 


place of counſell and dire&ion, conſider of. 


tliem, abd the Lord encreaſe all your wiſ- 
dotiie 4nd ufiderſianding, * 


FED 


4 Corf 


may clearly know, 'and Gearfully 


on : n——c. 


4. ns the gaſs. of '# OO PRE. 
| bers to their Qffcers,... 


Mir of Churcheb'as they Rand in 


|{tion ro'their Officers it concerns 
themro acquaint themſclyes \ with Scriptures. 
obligtrions, . whit is required of thetttin tub- 
mifs1on'tbOfficers laws and orders,” rat rhey 


reſpe&t them 'on heir” part, fo, preſtrve 
true” order 2 and ſupport right govern- 
ment. 

Firſt, 'Tis the mind and alfo continadd of 
God, that'Chriſtians fhould obey fuch'SVer- 
ſeers, 45 ate ſer' over thtm in the Lord, and 
whofoeyer. refuſes to be 'bbedienr”; "Fer 
Gods *4ppoinrment, ilwiyes p ronidedie i 
exerciſe Tuleaccording eo Fthe #iSion NF 'b 
Word,” nor'to their perſohs as they are tnen; 
but as the} ite the Embiſfadors an Stewaſds | 
f Chtit, for they a by vertue of the Lords 
Cominifsions; and. 'as wriceety, the” "vb1y 
Ghoſt aphoihts overſeets, and ; * 
is the Lords meffage chey-are- Heb: 13, $0 
upon,and the Lords work they _ wh 
labour in, and God is > God of order, and 
not of confuſion , who hath ordiiniet go- 

K. vernment; 
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vernment, and tequired your ſubjeQion 
Officers rule for him, therefore members 
ought to ſubmir co them, ' for the Lords ſake, 
for conſcience ſak>, for the Goſpels ſake, 
and your oWn ſouls ſake, That they which 
| . watch for your ſouls,” way.. gruel| 
x Pet.s 5. an account with joy, and not with 
grief, for that will-be unprofita- 
ble for yaw, for indggd your obedience 1s not 
ro man but toGod, My deatly beloved Bre- 
thren, Ibeſeech you beware in this weighty 
matter, for there is no fin inthe world which 
the Lord bath puniſhed with greater Frere, 
than he hath diſobedience ro Authority 
neither was it ever heard that the earth open- 

. ed her mouth wide, to ſwallow up man, ay 
it did Corab, Dathqv, and 46iram, for their 
reſiſtance 2nd contempt to Moſes and Aaron. 
The Apoſtle Peter and St. Fude do both aggra- 
yare this crume, as2 grand tranſgreſſion, for 
To fpgakevil of dignities, and to deſpiſe domi+ 
210, St, Peter one of our ancicnrt Fathers, 
in bis-Epiſtle to the ſcatrered Chriſtians, he 
is @. very full Author,: and that to this very 
matter, who pleads for ſubmiſſion ro Antho- 
ricy, both in Nation, Church, and Family 
firſt ro honour God, and to obey ſuch as are 
appoinced by him ; co ſubmit to ſupreme 
Governouts, and ſuch as ate ſent by them ; 
; WIVcs 


wives are to be in ſubje&ion ca their own | 
husbands 3 ſervants are co be ſubje@ to their 
maſters, nor only to the courrequs and good, 


W bur alſo co the diſcoureeous and froward ; 
"5 and this obedience mutt be for the Lords 


ol ſake, alwayes to make true diſtintions be- 
q ewixt ſpirituall and cemporall ſervices , to 


a give to man their dues and duties, and ta 
-k God his honout and praiſes, Rb, 


hy 5- Andas the Lord hath required ſubmiſ- 
| fion co bis Miniſters, fo he hach enjcynel 
his people co honour them LY 
7, that rule. aver them, and-- 1 Th![.5ef 2,13, 
Ji to know ſuch as labour , - - 
among them, and admoniſh them, -and. to 
\ count ſuch worthy of high re-  _ 
ef} ſpec for theirworks ſake, be- Phil.2, 29. 
#. | cauſs God himſelf bath dieni- 4s 
3” | fiedchem, and bach commanded the Saints 
highly to efteem them. Sr, Pan/. gives this 
a high commendations of. che faithfull and 
ov Painfull Elder, that he deſerves the privi- 
'* || ledge of double honour z and becauſe their 
\o: | Vorkis lahourious and dangerous, the people 
iv , | git to countenance them by being courre- - 
Y'Y ous. The meaneſt inflrument imployed by 
UT} the Lord in his ſervics, the Saints ought ro 
receive, and accept with readineſs and 
chearfulneſy, Doub = he chat loves gi 
Ip : bi 


132 The Goſpel s Honour,and 
his cruth, order, and ordinances, will natu- 
rally reſpe& ſuch as a& ip them as inftru- 
ments : I ſpeak not of needleſs cuſtomes, or 
1dolizing perſons, biit to honour” God in 
chem, and co honour God by them, and to 
reverence them, becauſe the image of God 1s 
upon them , for God was angry with the 
Fews, becauſe they deſpiſed his meſſengers, 
and it mounced their fins, untill there was no 
more remedies, Andto ſome the Lord ſaith 
in the Lamentations, He would divide them, 
and no more regard them, becauſe they:re- 
ſpeed nor their-Teachers, nor reverenced 
the face of the Elders, For what kindneſlſes' 
or injuries are done to'them, th&Fpro cakes: 
it as done. to. him*; , and Chriſtians ate re hold 
ſuch in repute, and rottideavdur as muchas 
they may. to preſerve their credit,” for Go= 
ſpel-repurarion is' the 'life of ſpiriuall tra-: 
ding : Therefore none Ire to receiveanac-! 
cuſation againſt an Elder,” under two or three: 
witneſſes, becauſe in defaming ap 'Elder, 
the cruth. ſuffers treble "damages ;*but* che 
| fame and eminency, of Chriſts Miniſters,” is 
a glory ro Chriſt, and. an (honour to his 
_n_-- 1 - 30 "OO 
6, *Tisa dury incumbent,. and a matter of 
high concernmenr, .ra preſent hymble' and 
fervent prayers, for fuch az'are'called robe 
te Goſpel- 


4. OS. Og ER 


Goſpel-governours, has pris may mule Foo 


' God zorecable to his counſell, contained in 


his Word, with all juſtice and rihteouſn ſs, 
cowards all degrees of perſons ; and tO p;1y, 
being earneſt, that God would * 
ſend” more Faichfull labourers AMat.g. 38, 
into his harveſt, that the 1gno- | 

rant world may be converred, and that there 
might. be; daily added _unto the .Church of 
God, ,ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. - And as for 
thoſe inſtruments the Lord hath already-p- 
poinred, to intercede him that he would be 
<raciouſly pleaſed, ro furniſh chem with n iſ 
dome, entich,them with graces and ſpiriryall 
treaſures, and beſtow npon them the'ſpiritof 
revelation, to ask-for : ſpirituall boldneſs, 


| andfor the oifr, of utterance, and that they 


may be: ſpirited! againſt all allurements and 


diſcourazements., that neither the fear of ' © 


men, -nor the cares of this world, 'may re- 
move them or divide them from their duties 
in Gods ſervices, but that they may ſpeak as 
they ougnt to ſpeak, with courage =o fartrh- 
fulneſs : And. ro beg of God that he wo.Jld 


' pleaſe. to give them right principles of « 5- 


vernment, andto honour them with cheÞpir 
rit of diſcerning and jndement 

and -as the Apoſtle faith, Pray 2 Theſ-3.1- 
for us ; that che Goſpel may 

K 3 - have 
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have a freecourſe, andrun and be glorified; 


and the Goſpel-Miniſters preſerved and de- 
livered s For as we are to pray and pive 
thanks for Kings; and all that are in Au» 
rhocity, that we may live a peaceable life 
under them, ſo we ought to make prayers 
and ſupplications, for all ſpirituall Gaiders 
_ and Governours, that the Goſpell-may be 
advanced by them, Lec all Chriſtians 
know, *cis a matetiall duty in the fſeverall 
Congregations, to afjiſt. the Preachers of 
the Word, by their fervent and- conſtant 
ſupplications, and.chat giving of thanks be 
returned, andduely rendred unto God, for 
all thoſe gifts and graces he hath beſtowed 
on them, and for the bleſſing of God you 
enjoy by them, and for all the experiences 
they haye enjoyed through Gods goodneſs 
rothem, the admirable proviſions made fer 
them, and his wonderfull providences over 
them, and for the unexpeRed benefir you 
reap by the enjoyments of your Miniſters, 
and that chey are nor yer removed into cor- 


ners, Let thefe things be freely owned, | 


and ſenſibly and thankfully acknowledged, 
and Gods due praiſes ſutably and conſtantly 
rendred; and if our duties and the Lords 
due Rents be ſeaſonably difcharged, it may 
be our priviledges may be. enjarged, our 

ſpiritual] 
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ſpirituall immunities encreafſed, our gift; 
and graces augmented, and our hberties ani} 
freedomes eſtabliſhed. Y 


f _ —_— 


——_— 


7. Laſtly, Touching Gods Ordinance, that 
reſpetts bis Miniſters Mamevance, 


(eſt, The Church of Chriſt ought to obs 
ſerve Gods O:dinance, to aſhſt and en» 


courage Goſpel-Miniſters with a Goſpels 


maintenance, that the Goſpell may nor 
ſtand at their door, and the obſtruQion and 
negle& of this good work, may not be 
charged upon their ſcore. And becauſe 
this point may ſeem the moſt ſtrange, I 
would borrow the more time to ſpeak more 
at large. In my profecution I would ob» 
ſerve this mechod following, to diſtinguiſh 
of it : What it is, and what it is nots 
1. Whatitis not: *Tis not a compelled and 
forced maintenance, no otherwiſe than the 


Word of God compelleth. 2. Chriſts Mi- 
 niſters ought not to make re- , Cp g 19 


Ward ſo their end of Preach- 


ing, as no Pay no preach, 3. They-ought P 2 


not toexpeR much leſs to extort from poor 

men, to whom they had more need to give 
than receive, 4- Upon the negle&t and 
K El n6 NORE= 
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27471 none-payment, there's no 
2 Cor, 13, 14, rale, in the Goſpell to 
infli& bodily: --puniſh- 

ment. | 
2, What Goſpel- maintenance is: *Tis a 
* tree communicaning:by bim 
Gal. 6x6. . thatis, tanphtin the Word, 


to him that teacheth in all 

good things : he that preacherh the Goſpel; 
ſhould live of the Gos 

1 Cor. 9.14, IT, ſpel, and ſuch as miniſter 
ſpiritual] things :ro the 

people, the people ought to miniſtet tem= 
poralt things to them, © *Tis due by divine 
ripht;; the Lord hath ordained it :and com- 
mandedi ic; hiseminentſervants bave plead- 
dir and alſo received it; and -St, Pant 
fpeaking of his priviledges, ſaith, he bath 
power to forbear working , and the ſame 
Apoſtle, Jabouring with his hands, reckons 
it amons the reſt of his aMiRions, and/en- 
joyns-Tzmzothy to give bimſelf wholly tothe 
Miniſtry :- And although they may nor 
preachforlucre, yer they ought to be ſup- 
lyedin neceſliti:3,” if nor with .cohvenien- 


cle8%and though they may not expe@-great 


reverities and augmentations, yer” doubr- 
teſsthey ought to'be ſo remembred, as to 
Prevent _—— and. povetties, | thar ſo: the 


ES: ont eas oats ao 


Miriſtry 


ſpell... { biz: 


Miniſtry may be preſerved from reproact > 
es 3 ſome having ſpeot.a;grear part of:thejr 


 ontward ſubſtance, ſome their 211;; ;a8d 


ſome more than all, which is a temptation 
ro Miniſters, -and a diſhonour to the Go- 


L 
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3. The Argumentalledged forthe pri» 
bation of it, As the: Goſpel-Miniſters, 27e 
reckoned within the Saints Inventory, ad 
their - graces the peoples by legacys\i9 
Chriſts Miniſters have a right of propriety 
in the peoplescommon treaſury,. The Le 54 
bath.given his own precept for it,” and het 
charged his Church in cruſt ro periofmy;.!'1 
the negle@ is nor only the breach ok 4 Lag, 
and omiſlion of duty, butt highly refle@s 
upon the Lords honour and dignity, :who 
bach deſigned all things to be acted freely ; 
God loved us freely, 'Chriſt dyed freely ; 
this good news is to be 'preached. fraely:; 
and ſuch as are tavght:ought ro community 
cate freely," Every mans ſervants are ';1- 
lowed ſome rec6mpence for thei? labaut 5; 
all diffexing 'perſwafions!do much coun e- 


' nance their Miniſters, and ſha}t ours. w; ne 


their due encouragements , and this 1$10 
more 1n ſubſtance, than what was conf 
and ſubſcribed in the T onfeſſion. af Faith; 
1660, If a man negle& his own private Q& 

ca{1ons, 
& 3k. 
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- calions, andfor the good of others adven« 
ture bimfelf into eminent dangers, *cis rea- 
fonable he ſhould be accommedated from 
the peoples creaſures : It neither confiſts 
with-Religion nor common reaſon, thata / 
man in this caſe ſhould bear his own burden, 
expend his own particular ſubRtince, upon 
the publick cauſe and generall occaſion , as 
che Apoſtle ſpeaks, No man 

21Cor.g.57, goes to warfare at hu ons 
ebarges ; as the Scripture 

faith, zyho « there among you that wonld ſhut 
the doors for nought : St, Paul doth nor ſay, 
they that preach the Goſpell may live, bur 
ſhould or oughtto live of the Goſpell. He 
farther reaſons the caſe from naturall civil- 
lity __ common equity, to conyince the 
Cormnthians of the Goſpel-Miniſters mainte« | 
nance ;/ #nd although he refuſed to take of 
the ( orinthians, becauſe of the falſe teach» | 
ers, yet he tells them again, he robbed 
other Charches to do their ſervices: And 
he faith elſewhere, they that are imployed 
| in Goſpel-labour, are ac- 
r T;m.5.17,18, couned worthy of double 
honour , the workman is 

worthy of his mear, and the libourer of his 
wages : And though they labour not ſo 
much with their bands, yer they labour 


with 


with their brains, and uadcrinks "oY uns 
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dergo great difficulties ; ." they are ſer not 
only to preach, bur defend the Goſpe't; 
rulers of a holy Nation, ſtewardsof a ſpiri= 


| tuall Court; warriers againſt ſpiricuall.' d& 


verſaries z planters i in the Lords Vineya' 1; 
feeders of his Flack 3 goverours of his ſhif$; 
phyſicians of his pacients; plowers of of it 
earth, ſowers of his ſeed: labonrers'in 
his barveſt ; and as threſhers in his barn 2 
and all for ſpicitual| p:oviltion for the nous 
riſhmenr of ſouls, even for their welfare, 
ſafety, and preſent profit, and to guide and 
condy& them to their erernall prefer. 
ment, 

4- The neceſſicy of it, In the fori (71 
duildings ſome laid che foundations, ol 4et 


_ were overleers of the work, and ſom 0 


bear burdens, There is a neceſſity the (0s 


| Tpell ſhould be preacbed, and the founguri- 


ons of Gods ſpicituall houſe laid, and over- 
ſeers appointed, and the work preſerved, 
and others to help ro bear 

the burdens : For if the 1 Cor.g. 16, 
Goſpell be neglefted, 

there is a woe pronounced ; ſo that inchis 


| Goſpell-work there are inſtruments an4 af- 


fiſtants. Then ler all ponder and ſerie 1fly 
ronfuler, that arg become concerned and 
. ih 7 are 
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are: 6bliged/ in thus PE matter z for 
fome becake themſelves co farming, that 
are-appoinced to publick preaching, and 
cannot.go out upon the work of the Mini- 
ſry,. bccauſe of the preſling cares of family- 
yecailiey; when as the 'Apoltle ſaith, No 
man chat warreth entan- 
$:Tow, 2, 44 _ gles himſelf with the affairs 
.of this life: Andifthe A- 
poſtles thought ir: not reaſon and meet to 
leave the Word -and Prayer, to ſerve tables, 
an -vfficein che Churches, much more is it 
pnredſonable for Goſpel-Preachers to leave 
the work, to follow woridly occaſions. I 
may ſay ſome hive robded their own fami- 
lies: ro ſpend their time in the Churches 
ſervices; for[much is already known, and 
much. more is feared and foreſeen, of the 
great inconveniencies that attend this buſt- 
neſs 25s naturall conſequences. 

F- The bad and ſad eff-&s that accompa- 
ny the neglet of jr. * Tis co be feared that. 
ſome that have been eminent in the Mini- 
ſtry, havedeclined the way of truth and ve- 
rity, being under temptations, for want of 
ſupplyes neceſſary, In the former diſpenſa- 
.tion, when the people detained the Lords 
ſervants right, the Lord charged them thac 
they robbed him, and for that he would 
come 
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come as 'a ſwift witneſs a- WT 
gainſt theta: If the Scrip- Aal, 8.3. * 
ture ſaith *cis even ſo inthe - 

duty, we may juſtly fear it may be ever. 


% 
be 
'. 


in the penaky, Ifthe keeping ART 
back the labourers wages, cryes Jams; 45 
in the ears of the Lord of Sab- Wt: 
bath, ſhall -not we fear if we negle&t ſach as 
faithfully and painfully labour. inthe Word: 
and Miniſtry. '- My dearly'beloved Brethren, 
ſet theſe things be pondered 5 I do not 
charge you butiwarn you, and indiſcharge 
of my own duty, and to give you notice to ' 
c{cape the danger of the'/penalty ; for there 
isanegleR, dnd-it will be charged ſoge- 
where-;lerevery man do his duty according 
ro bis meaſure. This- then is the grear 
ſtrait, that either the work of the Lord muſt 
be neglected, or that which properly: be- 
longs to wife and children, 'muſt be waſted, 
*Tis not the''mind, neither; is it for Gods 
honour, that one ſervant ſhould be oppreſ- 
ſed and another eaſedz and whether the 
Lord may netreckon for eſtates decayed, 
bodies waſted,” ſpirits and bloud ſpent and - 
not regarded, as well as conſciences oppreſt 
and bodies deſtroyed, This is the ſtrait be- 
twixt ewo, either to negle&t the worthy 
work of the Goſpe!!, ar elfe ro be in dans, 


Ber 


ot 


'.. gerof being reputed 
Moreover beſides all this z-*cis' more than 
bard to obtain a ſucceſſion of Miniſters, be. 


cauſe *cis foreſeen and known the Church | 


makes no proviſions; And theſe things [ 
have:noc only by intelligence, but by ſad 
and known experience. | 
' 6, There are ſome circumſtances tocon- 
ſider, touching and relating to this matrer, 
Let none be miſtaken or deceived, as to 
think chat I plead for partj- 
Phil.4..19, cular perſons, or private 
intereſt ; not thac I deſire a 
gift, or that it-hould be ſo done ro me : 
For k thought I might ſpeak the more free- 
ly, becauſe I hays not been chargeable to 


any, no otherwiſe than in common enter-_ 


cainments, nay if need bel cap give teſti. 
Bony;. that] bave refuſed whenir hath been 
rendredme. Butjcan aſlign more publick 
and better ends; as the preacbing the Go- 
ſpell, the converſion of 

Tit,1.9, © finners, the conſtituting 
and confirming of Church. 

es, the convincing and improving gainſay- 
ers, the uniting Chriſtians, the repairing 
breaches, and the cftabliſhing and ſecting 
in order the Congregations; and mores 
pver, that fruit might abound ypas the 
| Lords 


worſe chan an [nfidell. | 


»m_— tt PSY you 


.0 


Lords peoples accounc. 


times and occaſions that a man may abatot 
his due, and remir of Eis right : Some gir- 
curiltances may require it, wherethe pgo- 
ple bave.nort ability, and when the Lords 
people may be in diſtreſs and neceſſity, 
whoſe conditions may, call for more than 
ordinary .. ſupplyes : Such circumſtarces. 
ought to be obſerved, notwithſtanding; it 
be a duty commanded. I ſpeak not this 
that the Lords people ſhould be burdened, 
nor any particular mans deſire anſwered, 
bor that every mans duty and conſcience 
may be diſcharged, tbe Goſpell preached, 
Miniſters encouraged, and the work of God 
furthered and advanced, | i 

7. An Exhqeation to diſcharge yourdus 
ties in theſe weighty buſineſſes, God isnog 
mocked ; what a man ſowes that he ſhall 
reap. Let not me be thought tedious, nei- 
ther let this work be counted wearineſs : 
There,is ſuch great need the Guipell ſhould 
be ſpread, and ſuch great complaints forin» 
ſtruments, moves and preſſes me to be ear» 
neſt to perſwade to anſwer their expeQati» 
ons, andthe Lords requirements, '1, Let 
the Lords Miniſters ſee there be no default 
and negleR inthem, neither - 7 
to bave a covetous defire | 2 Pet.5. 2. 
ofcer 
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The GofpiF's Honmiv and 
afcer'piin and filthy luere ; bur freely to po 
outin the Lords name npon the Lords work, 


and chearfully caſt : themſelves upon the 


Lords'promiſes and providences, for their 
fucceſs and ſecurity.* ' And let the'Cburches 
ſee that they negleR not their 'Uuty, as 
helps and afſliitantsto them in' the Miniftry , 
for coyntand treaſure is the finews/of war- 
fare, Letevery on*-help as he hath receiv- 
ed, not onefeaſed, ard 
2 Cor.3 3014. another over-burden- 
ed: Letthis law be the 
rule and order, as you woul41.have another 
do to you, do you in tike manner co ano- 
ther; , And whoſe heart the Lord hath en- 
larged towards this needfull work, let it be 
done chearfully and in charity, agreeable 9 
principles of equallity, anſwerable to abili- 
ty; 'and conſonant co! rvies of Equity, for 
all receits muſt be accounted, for we are but 
Stewards' of that we' fre poſſeſt; for the 
earthisthe Lords and all things therein; for 
we our ſelves are- not our- own, -neither is 
any cof ' our ſubſtance ' or coyn-y bodies, 
goods,” and ſpirits, are to glorifie him, for 
weare but tenants to the immortHMH.and gni- 
verſall Lord, when he calls for our ſelves 
or ſubſtance to ſerve him, we 'ought ro 
render pp all to him, for every Chriſtian 
man 


-F 
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all 


man the Lord hath made ſtewards of a worldly * 


poſſeſſion, . ſtands obliged with this Rent-. 
charge, by vertue of Religion, beſides thoſe 


*of his. family, ro communicate to tae poor 


ſaints, and ſuch as labour in the Miniſtry. Be. 
loved brethren, Ican do no leſs | | 
bur caution you againſt covetouſ- Cel.,z. 5. - 
neſs, which is ſo deſtruRive to, pi _ 

ety, and which the Apoſtle calls Idolatry, 
which eſpecially conſiſts of two generall parts, 


unjuſt with-holdiog and detaining that from 
another, of which he is the true owner, eſpe- 
cially when his neceſlity calls for it ſpeedily: 
Beware then of detaininp any dues from the 
Lord when he calls for ir, ever that which he 
hath reſerved and excepted for the poor Saints, 
and his miniftring ſervants, which belongs to 
them, as given from the Lord, andproved to. 
be their right by his Word, My dearly belov- 
ed brethren, let not me be thought the worſe; 
although I preſent you with this diſcourſe. I 
hope you will excuſe and pardon my boldneſs- 
and plainneſs, becauſe 'tisa publick good, and 
an univerſal] cauſe, even a defign to advance 
the honour of God, and for poor ſouls ſpiricual 
and eternall good. Let every man help as he 
hath received, and as he ſtands obliged, whe- 
ther itbe in reſpeR of #] RY or temporalls: 
or The 


either an unlawfull getting and poſſeffing, or 


man by exbortations che rich man with his 
treaſures; all help together by their hearty 
and fervent prayers. He that giveth ler him 
do it with fingleneſs, he that ruleth, with dili- 
Sence , and he that ſheweth mercy , with 
| chearfullneſs, for the Lord loves 
' Rew.12, 8, a chearfullgiver, Take one rea« 
j ſon more: When many ſhoul- 
ders are ſet to bear a heavy weight, it caufes 
each mans burden to become very light, and 
as Goſpell Preachers ought to be tender in þ 
ing chargeable to the Churches, ſo ought 
Churches not to make the Goſpell burdenſome 
© the Preachers. Lec Chriſtians comply and 
agree together, as Foab and Abiſhas did, to 
maintain a temporall warre; Fo:6 ſaid to his 
brother, If the enemy be too firong for me, than 
ſhalt help me, if he be too ſtrong for thee, 1 will 
help-thee : So ought brechren to do who are en- 
gag:d inthe cauſe of Chriſt, to afliſt each other 
in all ſpirituall combats, and to 
Gal. 6-2. help to bear one anothers bur» 
dens, for this is to fulfill the roy- 
all Law of Chriſt, Butco be ſhort and plain; 
my brethren, Iam noc wichout my fear, : leſt 


we ſhould provoke the Lords diſpleaſure, . even | 
co blzit our bleſſings, and diſpofleſs us of our |. 
f:eedomes, becauſe he hath done fo mugh for | ;: 
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Toe Churches 


, OI, 
ing ſubjet co forger we ought 

to- be lights ro the world, and Hat.s. 13,14. 
fairro the eacth; and becauſe - 3h 

we haye not ſuch ſympathizing diſpoſitions, 
and compaſſionate hearts, to pitty the dark 
condition of the world, and ignorant eſtate of 
poor ſinners, even while we hear them calling 
upon us in ſeverall places, as it were complaitte 


ing for want, and calling out for help, and asK- © 4 


ing relief for their poor ſouls, Let Churches 
* therefore ſer out their lights, and every one add 
their helps, ſome as aRuall inſtruments, 6+ 
thers as inltrumentall afliftants, that the Go» 
ſpell may be publiſhed, unregenerate perſons 
converted, and hungry and thirity ſouls may be 
ſupplyed and refreſhed, I will cake leave to 
adde one thing more which 1 have obſerved; 
That our Chriſtian relations come ſhorr- of 
ſome other perſwaſions, who when they de- 
part this world poſſeſt of cemporall wealth, be. 
queath part ro ſome pious and publick ſervices; 
and this part of cheir charity asir were perfumes 
their memory, and like ASels faith and ſacri= 
fice will ſpeak and {in a ſence) preach after a 


| man | gyes. If ye believe this concerns you, 1 
confider whar I ſay, and the Lord give you un- 
derſlanding in all things. 


Objer. But we are nnable aud cannot give be- 
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cauſe of our families, and. many or her. exptners;" 


payments, and charges, 
Axſw, The husbandman that laboureth, 


mut firſt be partaker and receive of the fruits. 


OughtnovChriſtians firſt to ad- 

2 Tim, 2,6, vance the kingdome of God, and 
pay their firſt fruits to cheir ſu- 

preme Lord, Let the ObjeRion' be thus re- 
ſolved, thatthe intereſt of Chriſt and the cauſe 
of ſouls ſhall be firſt preferred. If you cane 
not give talents, yet caſt in your mites into 


the common treaſury, forit will be accepted 


according to what a man hath, if it be done 
chearfully. Take heed my brethren of diſ- 
truſting or murmuring at free disburſing to Go- 

ſpell-Preacbing ; he that thus ex- 
:Heb.6, 10. pends his treaſure lends to the 

Lord, and the Lord will not for- 
get but requite them an hundred fold. Who 
knows but the Lord intends to tempt you to 
prove bim, asin the Prophet Malachees time, 
. when he ſaid, If you will brirg meat into. my 
. ſtore- hovſe, ſer if I will not open the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out bleſſings without mea- 
ſare, that there (hall not be room enough to.recerve 
it, Who knows but thatfor alittle expended, 
there my be much received : Burt Ileave. itto 

. the wiſe for them to apply; and 
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muvicase forget not, for with ſuch {acrifices God. 
# well leaſed, and the facrificer ſhall be well 
—_EEE | 
,Andif in this ſwallTra&' any thing that per= | 
tains to this preſent SubjeR, hath either ſlipes | 
my memory: or bath been above my capacity,, 
that hath or may ariſe as a queſtion in! Chriſts 
Congregation, Inot knowing whar patticular 
thing, .] will .give this generall reſojution : 
That when two things or two wayes ſhall ariſe. 
in.debate, and one of them is doubtfull and the 
other iS lafe, then in ſuch a caſe, ro chuſe the 
way-that is ſafe, alwayes deſign= 
ing and purſuing ; after the things Rom,14.1 9. 
that, make for peace. 
. Thus 1 have briefly declared and freely ren- 
lered my judgement and opinion, it) my own 
lain ſtile, and according ro my own under- 
ttanding : Ithath alſo been my. care. to avoid 
occafions of offences and grounds of diſputati- 
ons; and withall 1. have endeavoured' to free 
my ſelf from detraQion and derogation.of any 
mans perſon, office, or perſwaſton, it being 
much contrary to my diſpoſition ; yet this I 
know, what of truth [ have written, bears its 
oppoſition to all that oppoſe ir, whether they 


ſpeak evill of. it,. or come ſhort of it, or a& 


COMrary tO it,. or depart from ir, it Rands in 
its own defence, If yer notwithitanding my 
L 3 ;relperd 


Fi; Theor man” 
[ reipeX to diflenting and differing brethren), 
F | and tenderneſs to others, atiy 
x Cer,12.16, man ſhall carp and be conten- 
tions, - their end will be the 
berrer diſcovered; ler them know we have no 
ſach cutome, nor the Churches of God, 
To conclude all, I give: this Admonitiony 
Caution, and Encouragement, touching. the 
exerciſe of right diſcipline and righteous go- 


vernment, thirye call to memory the danges 


of rhe curſe, chreatned againſt ſach as do the 
work ofthe Lord negligemtly, or deceitfally, 
and floatkfully, witneſs old Ely, for reproving 
_ ro6 jiphrly, ana Saul for execucing judgement 
deceitfully, and ihat wicked ſloathtull petfon; 
who negleRed to improve his talent faichfally, 
for his negligence and remiſneſs, is ſentericed 
_ to be bound hand and foot, 
HMet.25-26,30, and caſt into utter darkneſs. 


Moreover fzdas for deceit | 


and treachery, and Demas tor turning from 
the truth co idolatry s Befidestn the time of the 
-Propher Malachy, the Lord blames the people 
fot dealing deceitfully, detaining from his ſer« 
vants their right of propriety, by which his ſer- 
vice ſhould be performed, his ſervants main- 
tained, and the poor relieved : The Lord is 
- pleaſed ro define the (ja, and calls it robbery 
and injuſtice, he repayes che evill with a curſe 
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of penuty. Ani as all >cripcure' is recorded 
for our learning and iniiruction, ſo theſe pre- 
ſidents of miſcarriages and puniſhments, are 
became our premonitions and warnings, that 
by-preventing the fins, we may clearly eſcape 
the puniſhments, Thus much be ſpoken rouch» 
ing the Caution and Admonition, 


, 


Laſtly, A word of Encouragement, and ſo 1 
have done: Iam of Sr. Peters perſwaſion, to 
put. you in remembrance of theſe ng als 
though-ye know them, and be eſtabliſhed in 
them; but ro obſerve the ſpecial] notice the 
Lorditakes, and countenance he manifeſts, to 


ſuch as are juſt and righteous, as Noah, Lor, 


and Phinras, Caleb, Foſhua, and many others, 
whofor their integrity, fidelity, and fingula- 
rity, are bleſt with ſpeciall ſecuricy, thar while 
others fall under judgement and milery, , as a 
demonſtration, the Lord records their names, 


|. commends their a&ions, ſecures their perſons, 


and comprchends in the bleſſing, cbeir. poſteri- 
ties and families, The Propher WO 

Jeremiah ſpeaking in com- fer.22 15416, 
mendations of fo/iah'King of | 

Fudah, ſaid thus of him, that he did execute 
judgement and juſtice, and chen ic was well :; 
with him; thisis rightly ro know God; Wa  } 
»9% this .o know me, ſaith the Lord. Theſe that 73 
weremen of juitice and faichfulneſs, the Lorg 
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counts it unto them for righteouſneſs, "Fohn 
the Baptiſt. was a righteous man, and faichfall 
and juſt in reproving ſin, and ſo obtained this 
commendation to be called a juſt and holy man, 
Alſo the Lord was pleaſed greatly to honour 
Abrabam,. in making him privy to his deſign'of 
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touching , their deſtruRtion;, the Lord pives 
__-.-- thischara@er of him, that he will 
Gen.18, 19, command his children and his 
houſhold after him, and like 

a man of government, 'to keep the *way of the 
- Lord, todojuſticeand judgement, The Lord 
doth ſohigbly account and ſo much delight in 
truth' ang. jadgement, - that if there were but 
' one man found in the City Fersſ«- 

Ter.F.I.. .lem, toſeekforit, andin the exe- 


wicked City, he would pardon it; The Lord 
takes fuch pleaſure in juſtice, that he'prefers it 
above other ſacrifice, forit is the habitation of 
his holineſs, BY Se 

. Finally, The benefits that attend ſuch as 
- give Chrifts ſervants their due enconrage- 
* . ments, - IfI may take leave once again to look 


3 in the Propheſie of Malechy, I will ſhew- you 
2 tliree-fold bleſling: thar atrends this duty. 
* To, The Lord invites and tempts them oy 
EE} 4d: 7 their 


juſtice upon Sodom, and admits bim to. parle | 


cution of it, notwithſtanding a. |- 
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back into the Old Teſtament Mapp, recorded | 


The Churches Ornament, 153 
their duty, 2: He is pleaſed to promiſe upon 4 
doing their duty, he will pour out bleſſings, « 
and that abundantly for their ſakes, * 3, He 
will remove the curſe, ſtop the deſtroyer,. re- * 
provethe conſumer, andrebuke the devourer. + * 
4. The Lord will ſo raiſe their fame and come _ * 
mendations, that they ſhall be called a bleffed 
people, and that by all Nations, In my ma- : 
king uſe of Old Teſtament Scriptures, *cis not . © 
ro make it our rule, but to make uſe of th | 
concurrences and afliftances, for they may la 
ſome meaſure help us as mapps -and glaſſes to 
diſcover. our duties, and to ſee our dangers. 
For as in the Goſpell dayes, duties are tnore 
richly and-rarely bleſſed, ſo = 
new teſtaments, negleRs, and Heb.10:28,29, 
contempts, are more ſorely 
- and dreadfully puniſhe, * Thus I have as it * 
were.ſet ſome Land-marks to guide you in the 
way to felicity, and alſo diſcovered ſome Seas: 
marks to avoid the rocks of miſery ; and having , 
thus born my teſtimony, I commend youall ro 7 
God, and wiſh you eternall manſions of *7 
glory, _ —_— 
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b | 
K Tow if any Brother or Well-wiſher ſhalt | 
N conſcientiouſly doubt or be dil: ſatisfied, 
+ touching any particular Point contained in this 
: Freniſe, becauſe of my ſpeaking to many 
}: Chingsina little room : Andif he or they ſhall 
}-- be ſcriousin ſo doing, and will be-friend me fo 
i fer and d6 me that courteſie, to fend to me, 


E- efore they condemn me, and let, me know 
L Thar ſcruplesin @ few words of writing, I ſhall 
look ppor my ſelf obliged both in affe@tion and 


reaſon; £© 'endeavour Co give them full ſaris- 
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4 T able of the privcpal Matters con-. 1 
Faived 7 in this Book. | 


CHAP. I. - 


"He Cauſes of peace and prof@erity.i in-the 
Churches of Jeſus Chriſt. page I,2. 
The anriquity and dignity of Church-Govern- + + 


-Mmear. : <3». = 
The perſonal| and princely Exccllencies it =: 
Chrift, as che head of his Church, PG. | 


Chip, 2. Shewing the definition of Chureh- - 
- Government in New Teftament dayes, vis, 
. in not inflicting bodily puniſhment upon; EF 
: fenders, but ſpiricually- execating.- 
- withour knowing faces, reſpeRing verſo). 
- wreſting cauſes, either for favour or preju- 
dice to any perſons. L 
A true Miniſters moſt ſpeciall work :snd dues Fa 
ro the flock under all cireuwtoncen,. 
.doun, MA 
Chap. 3.- Shewing the neceſliey of MD $6 a 8 © 
for Church-Governours and + das; «2 
*|* - ments. -:._ 1: Pa H3. 
| Chap.4. Shewing the good uſe and, great -- 
benefic that comes by right- Goren 
ment. 7s E9.-: 
"Toght Government is deftruRtive to gu, 
ang; 


The Table, 


za . A "np | 
” - $3092 protegidhi to pietye.s «44 22,036, | 
EF C $09 &P Een Py 5 #ccompliſh a Of 
; Government,-and the manner hdw co chooſe 
their Officers. P-20.27. 
The work of che Officers when ehoſen. S 
; 4 Ms 
- - Chap;6i * Shewing the duty:of:Chriſtians,”pS* | | 
* - .cthey.ſtand related to civill Magiſtrates, re- 
-Quiring civill-ſubjeRion, notonly for wrath,” ( ( 
-, bur for conſcience ſake. P-38.. 
#” Chap.7; Treating of Family. duties, Superi: 
> :.vOuLrS to Inferiouts, and Infertours to Supe- | ( 
P”. .-:'viours, . with DireRions to a religious chats 
= + in Yoke-fellows: 1. 1-P;40,4T,%c. | 3 
& Emp; Treating parcicularly of Family due 
ENS 7 4 PÞ: ST. 
2 . Chap.y, ' Treating of private and. perſonall 
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agtions not to rome Gods Ppirit, nor offend 
B27: 'Qonſciencey i: be: 507 1-3-4 PAGE | 
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